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Nov* 25. 1728. 
SI R, 

THE Juftice you have done to Dr. fi«r- 
mt^s Memory, by your Verfion of the 
two Parts you have publiftied of his ^^ 
chaolo^ Philofifhm^ as well as of his Tradate Defii* 
turi yuddorum Bjtfimrai%om% cannot be too highly 
Applauded. 

This Morning* at the Requeft of a particular 
Friend, I went to the Preromtue^Office^ in Donors'^ 
Commons^ to perufe the L^ fhu and Teftament of 
Mr. Wilkinfony who has taken fo much upon him 
with Relation to Dr. Ewnef's Writings. 

He has died much more Rich than ReligiouSf 
for the Will is void of all Preamble, except the 
Scrivener's, In Nomine Domini^ &c. 

He makes ConfeQion of no Sins* dies in the 
Communion of no Church, and exprefTes no Hopes 
of a Refurreftion. He fays not one Word of nis 
Soul, and very little of his Body. I find he was 
a TirkJhirC'Mani born at Crofi an obfcure Parifli ia 
that County, to the Poor of which^ he has left tea 
Pounds* 

I. His Executors, are his Wife and one Mr. 
lEiivari Smffon^ his Coufin* Befides, tier Share 
of his £ftate fqrLifei he leaves her all the Jewels 
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and Pkte (he brought him, tc^ether with all her 
Parapharnaha*, his Coachy Chariot and Cala(h> 
and two hundred Pounds for Mourning. 

II. As to his Literary-Legacies, he leaves Mr. 
Simffon the QviU Canon and Common Lam Books in 
his Library, with all his refpeftive Manufcripts 
thereto belonging, under this Obligation, 7W he 
docs not permit anj of them to be Copied. He likewife 
leaves him his Hijlorical Books, the Pictures of 
Lord Chief Juftice Hide^ and Dr. Burnet^ as alfo 
the Latin- Works of the Jatter, but takes no Notice 
of the Englijh (fuppreffed) Edition of the Archdo^ 
hgiay now in Mr. Simpfin's Cuftody, which, as I 
was lately informed by one of the Proprietors, Mr. 
Ch^man a Bookfeller in Pdl-MaUy the faid Simpfin 
faicl he would bum ; tho' to my own Knowledge 
Terms have been ftipulated by a certain Attorney 
for the faid Impreffion, both in Mr. Wilkinfon's 
Life time, and fivict his Deceafe. But indeed your 
Performance has now condemned that Impreffion 
dd ficum & piperem^ being a very fauky Tranflation. 

in. Mr. Wilkinfinj^^ left all his Books relating 
to Phjfic^ Hmbandrj ^ViA Gardefring^ to one Mr. 
Milhank. All his j^ooks of Devotion to his Wife, 
in a Walnut-Tree Cafe, with Liberty to take any 
other Books out of his Library, ihe (hall like, to 
fill up the Shelves of the faid Book-Cafe. 

IV. To Dr. Wintringham he has bequeathed his 
large Diamond^Ring, confiding of nine Diamonds, 
which was given him by Dr. Burnet • 

V. He defires to be privatelj Buriedy without any 
Efiocheons, in a Vault, if permitted, to be made for 
him at Teddington in the County of Middlefex. If 
bis Relatives intend him any monumental Infcrip- 
tion,he defires it niay beaffixed in the faidChurcn- 
Wall ; and, that a Brace of Ecclefiaflicks m^y Praifi 
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him m the CatiSj he has lefc to Dr. MuMej MrJ 
Sclden^s Works in fix Volumes, Folh^ and to Mr* 
ffdk of TeMngtQff^ Bi(hop Stillingflect's Worb in 
five Volumes. 

VI. He defires, that Ml his FAmUj-PiSltira itutjf 
p methcTf but having two of his own, leaves a 
mau one to his Kinfman* and a large one painted 

in his Bar*Gown to his Wife. For which Keafoa 
I think Dr. Bftrnet's PiAure, his Diamond-Ring» 
and his Works might have been with more Pro- 
priety bequeathed to fomeof that G,entleman*$ Reia* 
tions, than any of his own, as being confident with 
his own Obfervation abovementioned. 

VII. He does not, either in his Will, or in any 
of the four Codicils thereunto annexed, make any 
mention of his being impowered by Dr. Bttmet to 
publifli any of his Pofthnmous Latin Pieces, or to 
concern himfelf with any £ifg;/i/Z» Verfions that (hall 
be made of thofe he printed in his Life-time. 
Which fully confirms what I have before obferved 
relating to the jirchtolcgia *, chat he had no more 
Power of difpofing of the Latin Copy of that 
Work, than he had of his Theory which Hooke was 
obliged to purchafe of Mr. Kettilbj'% Executors, and 
to them only the Copy-Right of the Archaokgia 
belongs. 

I cannot conclude without taking fome Notice 
of the term Parapharnaliaj which I think is much 
more pedantically applied by Mr. TVilkinfon to his 
Widow, than it was lately done by Mr. Gibber to 
Mrs. Oldfield-ti but whether the Player borrowed it 
from the Lawyer, or the Lawyer from the Player 

I will not take upon me to determine. 

*» . J- 

* See the Addrefs, JJ Populum, prefixed to Mr. Foxfon's 
Verfion. 

t Sec the Preface to the Provoked Husband, a Comedy ^•. 
1728. 
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IN the Ninth Chapter of our TrcsitikDe Statu 
MortHorHmj &c. under the Article of the 
Millenium, we have faid little or nothing 
concerning the State of the Jews in the future 
Kingdom of the Afejjiahj that fo the Thread of that 
Difcourfe might not be interrupted. But this Mat- 
ter is of too great Moment to be pafled by un- 
touched, or treated or in a curfory Manner. Ma- 
ny are of Opinion, that the iVife of the Lamb (Ifa. 
iv, 5.) which in the Revelation of St. yohfi^ made 
her felf ready for the Marriage before the End of 
the World, with a folemn Pomp, denotes the Peo- 
ple of the yews. For when the great Wtjore of B4- 
ijp&» was judged, {Rev.xvK. i. &c. Dan.vW. ir, 
15, 14.) condemned, and burned, there were many 
Voices heard in Heaven and on Earth, finging Hal- 
lelujah to God : The Voices of four and twenty 
Elders, four Beafts, and all the Servants of God, 
both fmall and great. There were Voices like the 
Noifeofmany Waters, and like mighty Thundermgs 
{v. 7, 8.^ faying Hallelujah; for the Lord God omni'^ 
potent reigneth. And then it follows: Let us he glad 
and rejoice^ andgivf honour to himi for the Marriage 
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2 Of the Future Reftauration 

pf the Lamb is come^ and Ins JVifr hath puuU herftlf 
noAj. And to her was granted that fie fbould be ar^ 
rajed in fine Linen, clean and whiter for the fine Li* 
nen is the Righteonfiiefs of the Saints. Then the jingel 
faid to mey write (v. 9.) hUjfed are they who are cal- 
led to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. And he [aid 
unto me, thefe are the true Sajings of God. True al- 
tho* wonderful, and to be committed to writing 
that Pofterity may be certified of the Reality of 
chem. 

In this Marriage of the Lamb there is poioted out 
fbme future notable Change or' Reftauration of 
Things. And fince the fame Bride of the' Lamb is 
afterwards called the Holj City, the great, the new 
Jerufalem, defcending out of Heaven from God, (\\u 
^> 9» lo.j the Kingdom of the Mefftah feems to 
be aimed at in this Defcription, under the Name of 
a City, and the new and holy Jerufdem, namely 
that fame Kingdom which the mofi High will give 
to the Meffiah in his own Time, and to his holy 
People, or the Jews^ as Daniel fays. (c. vii. 27.) 
There is a remarkable Paflage alfo to this Purpofe in 
St. Lfike'% Gofpel, {e. i. 3.) and many other Places 
of Scripture, which we ihaU infert in the Progrefs 
of this Work, in their proper Order. For I am 
not defirous that the Reader ihould form a Judg- 
ment from what has been thus briefly hinted, as to 
what particular Parts the Jews are to bear in this 
Marriage of the Lamb^ or that Kingdom of the 
Meffiah. This Argument muft take a much larger 
Compafs, and muft be drawn from the very Ori- 
ginals of that Nation. Moreover it feems proper 
when we are entering on a Difcourfe about the fu- 
ture Condition of the Jews, to begin from Abrahanf 
their Father, and the everlafting Promifes made to 
him and his Seed. When Abrahan^ by the Com- 
oiand of God having left his Country, and came 
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of the Jews. j 

into the Land of OmAm^ the Lord appeared to him 
and faid, {fiin. xii. 7 ) Vnto thj Sctd will I givt 
this Land: and jibraham hnilded there an At or nnto 
the Lord who appeared unto him. And when he re« 
turned from E^pt fhaving been compelled to go 
thither by reafon of the Famine) God renewed 
his Promife, and faid unto him, after he had looked 
roundabout) fc. xiii. 15O jiU the Land which thot$ 
feefi^ to thee will I give it^ and to thj Seed for ever. 
Afterwards, ^htn uibraham defired aSign for the 
Confirmation of his Faith, God gave him an ex- 
traordinary one ; and then immediately by way of 
Covenant, repeated the Promifc, faying, (r. xiv. 8* 
X 8.) '^^to thj Seed have / given this Land, from th§ 
River of Egjpt nnto the ffreat Eiver^ the River Eh* 
fhraJtes. 

Farther, when he changed his Name from Ahram 
to Abraham^i (c. xvii. 5.) God made a perpetual Co* 
venant with Ahrahanh concerning the Things pro- 
mifed, faying, (v. 75 8.) / will eflahHfh tny Cove^ 
nam between me and thee^ and thy Seed after theel^ 
their Generations^ for an everlafting Covenant^ to be a 
Cod unto thee and to thy Seed after thee : And I will 
give unto thee and to thy Seed after thee 9 the LanA 
wherein thou art a Stranger^ all the Land of Canaam 
for an everlafting PoJpJJioni and I will be their God, 

Moreover Circumcifion was inftitutedas a Token 
of the Covenant, to be obferved on the Part of 
Abraham and his Seed; (Gen. xvii. 10.) and God 
on his Part promifcd Abraham (when he was then 
an old Man, and his Wife well ftricken in Age) a 
'Sov\Ifaacy whom he joy fully received at the appointed 
time. Thus we have taken a brief Survey of the 
Promife which was made to Abraham and his Seed, 
concerning their perpetual Inheriting of the Land 
#f Canaan. 
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4 Of the Future Rcftauration 

The fame Promife was renewed to T/Sic, which 
God had before made to bis Father. For vrhen Ifaiic 
was preparing to go into Egypt to avoid the Famine^ 
God appeared to him, and forbidding him to take 
that Journey, commanded him to abide in the Land 
ofQmaan: And left Ifrac^ who was then fearful 
and defti.tute of Provifion, ihould make any Hefi- 
tation in this Matter, God repeated that Promife 
which he had already made to Abraham^ and dif* 
tinguiflied it with the Solemnity of an Oath (c. xvi. 
; •) Sojourn in this Land and I will be with thecy and 
wllblefs thee J for unto thee, and unto thy Seedy I will 
give all thefi Countries^ and I will perform the Oath 
which IJware unto Abraham, thy Father • 
. Jfaac tranfmitted this Promife to Jacob and his 
Seed* (r. XXXV. ii, ii.^ and God himfelf con- 
^rmed the fame xxxjdcbbj when having changed his 
Mame into IJrael^ he faid unto him, / am God j^U 
mightyj [c. xlviii. 3,40 the Land which I gave A^ 
kraham^ and Jfaac, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
Sied after thee will Igiv€ the Land. This promifed 
.Inheritance was afterwards transferred with the fame 
Right and Title, in the Name of the omnipotent 
God, to Jofeph and his Seed for a perpetual Poffef- 
fion. And laftly Jofeph when he was dying deli- 
vered and handed down this Gift of God to his 
Children and Brethren, the Heads of the Tribes of 
IfiraeL (Gen. i. 24.) 

Thus this Promife was gradually confirmed at di- 
vers Times, and by various' Repetitions. God 
obliged himfelf to perform thefe things by the Force 
of a Promifiy Covenant and Oath^ (Chron. xx. 7. Pf cv. 
.8. cx3cxii. ii,&c.) than which nothing is efteemed 
more lacred or inviolable. A Promife is a Security 
for private Faith, and a Covenant for that which is 
public J but an OaUi (Heb.yi. 13, ij.) compre- 
hends 
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hcnds whatfoever can be imagined ncceffary for ei- 
ther, be ic human or divine. 

Hitherto we have difcourfed about the Promifes 
of God formerly made to the Patriarchs, (as well 
feparatcly as jointly) (Exod. vi. 4, 8 Deut. i. 8.) 
and their Sons, of their Poffeffing the Land o(Ciwaapf* 
It is to be obfcrved, that the T/r^^/zw afterwards pof- 
fcffed the Land, and fo far thefe Promifes were ful- 
filled; but they were often driven from thence and 
reftored again, till the laft and moft terrible Expul- 
fion whicn they have fuftained for near feventeen 
Ages, and which they ftill groan under. Now 
fince the Land of Canaan was given to the Ifiaelites 
for a perpetual Inheritance, this Queftion neceffa- 
rily arifes. Whether they Ihall at laft be reftored to 
their ancient^ Country, that fo the Promifes of God 
may not be void ? 

Indeed the Prophets often foretold the Captivi- 
ties and Reftaurations of the Children ofljrael; and 
the Event of Things was anfwerable to their Pro- 
phecies; and fo the divine Promifes remained unhurt 
and'entire. 

For the Nature of the Promife did not require 
that iht /Jraelitcs fhpuld at all times pofTefsthat Land 
for a continual and never interrupted Series of Years, 
but only that they ftiould at leaft, after long Capti- 
vity, return to the Heritage abovementioned. And 
fo they ftiould always have a juft Title to that Land 
whofoever aftually poffefled it. I fay aln^ajs and 
to the laft, by Virtue of the divine Donation, which 
can never be extinguiftied, With God there; is no 
Time, no Prefcription. 

Cod no where promifed that he would never 
punifti the IJraclites, either at home or abroad (by 
Wars, Baniftiment and Captivity) on the contrary 
he threatened them with all Sorts of Puniftiments^/ 
as often as they ftiould prefumptuoufly rebel againft^* 
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6 Of the Future Rcftauration 

him. Thus Mcfis (Lev. xxvi. and Deta. xxviii.) 
and the other Prophets frequently gave Warnings 
of this Nature, that fo the Danger might be pre- 
vented. But at prefent we are treating about the 
perpetual Expulfion, Captivity and Defolation, in 
like manner as the perpetual Inheritance was pro- 
miied in thePaflfages beforementioned. l^o^Mofis 
in the Place juft now cited, and elfewhere, (Dcut* 
iv. 30, 51.) promifes them a Reltauration by Vir- 
tue of this primitive Covenant which we have been 
fpealcing of, after they (bouldhave fuffered themoft 
piercing Calamities. For thus he concludes his 
Difcourfe about thofe Punifliments which he had 
been denouncing, (Ln/.xxvi, 40941,420 Ifthej 
jfjall confefs their Irnqnitj^ and the Iniquity rf their 
Fathers, with their Trefpafs which they trejpajfed ag/Unfi 
mey and that alfo they have walked contrary to mt. 
jind that I alfo have walked contrary to them, and have 
brought them into the Land of their Enemies', if thin 
their uncircumcijed Hearts he humhled, and they them 
accept of the Punijhmem of their Iniquity. Then mil I 
remember my Covenant with yacob^ and alfi my Cove-' 
nant with Ifaac^ and alfi my Covenant with Abraham 
will I remember ; and I will remember the Land. (v. 
44, 45 ^9td yet for all that when they be in the 
Land of their Enemies j I will net c^ them scway^ nei^ 
ther will I abhor them, to deftrey them utterly, and to 
breaks my Covenant with them : tor I Mn the Lord their 
God. But I will for their Sokes remember the Cove^ 
nant of their Anceflorsy whom I brought forth out of the 
hand of Egypt ^ in the Sight of the Heathen, that I 
plight be their Gody I am the Lord. 

He repeats the Promifes given to their Fathers, 
and fays that he will be mindful of them, when 
the IJraclites ftiould fojourn in a ftrangc Land. {See 
tlfo, DfHt. XXX. to V. ro ) 
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But perhaps you will fay that Mofis makes the 
Repentance and Converfion to God, of thefe ba« 
niflied and afflidled Ifraelkts^ the neceflary Qualifi* 
cations and Conditions of their receiving this di- 
vine Mercy : I confefs this is true, but thefe alfa 
God will beftow in his appointed Time, as we (hall 
ihew hereafter. He who promifes the End, will 
perform the Means, fince he is God Almighty, 
However this Queftion feems to grant that upoa 
their Repentance the Children of Ifi^l fliall be re- 
ftoired and return into their own Country ; there- 
fore we ought not to/ defpair concerning their For- 
tune, Welfare, and future Reftitution. The Fate 
of the yovs was moving in this Circle 5 Thej fin 
4md arcfimijbcdy they refent and are reftend. Exam- 
ples of which we fhall fee in the following DiiTer- 
tation. 

Hitherto we have confidered thofe Paffages which 
refer fas it were on the firft Glance) to this Argu- 
ment in the Mofuc Writings. But we muft far- 
ther confult the Oracles of other Prophets, that fo 
by their Confent and fuller Explication^ the pre- 
ceding Aflertions may be flrengthened, and a brighter 
Hope arife concerning the RcfioHratinn of the If' 
raelites. 

Now it IS evident that Ifiuahi Jeremiahj and the 
reft of the Prophets, chiefly treat about the Condi- 
tion of the JcJi/Sj and delineate their profperpusand 
adverfe Fortune, flu&uating like the Waves of the 
Sea. Now they rejoice in Peace and Plenty, and 
then they are oppreffed by their Enemies, and be- 
ing carried away into foreign Countries, they groan 
for a while under the Yoke of Captivity : From 
whence being at length fet free by the divine Com- 
paflion, they are brought to their ancient Land and 
Patrinrony ; and thefe Revolutions 'were very fre- 
quent. (DcHt. xxviiij and XXX.) But among all 
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thefe Viciflitudes, one is eminent above the reft, 
firft foretold by Adofes, and confirmed afterwards 
by the fuccceding Prophets; by which when the 
Jews ftiould be difperfed and fcattered thro* all the 
Nations, even to the Ends of the Earth, they were 
to be glorioufly recalled and eftabliihed in their 
own Land> attended with an excellent Government 
and abundance of perpetual Peace and Felicity. 
Now the chief Queftion about this principal Re- 
ftauration of the Jews is, Whether it be already 
paft and accomplifhed, or not ? This is to be learned 
from thofe Defcriptions which the Prophets have 
given us of it. 

Ifaiah . in his fecofid Chapter foretels Judah and 
Jerfifklemodhc coming of the AdeJ/lah'y and defcribes 
his righteous Judgments on the Heathen, and 
thofe pacific Times wherewith /Jrael ftiould then 
be blefled in the following Words, (v. 4.) yindhe 
Jbali jf^dge among the Nations^ and Jball rehnke manj 
People ; and they fljoll beat their Swords into Plow^ 
Shares^ and their Spears into Pruning-Hooks ; Nation 
Jhall not lift up Sword againfi Nation^ neither JIM they 
learn War any more. 

• He then defcribes the terrible Majefty of God 
when he comes to ftiake the Earth, (v. 5.) Now 
we have not as yet feen thefe peaceable Times among 
all .Nations, nor this dreadful Day, as it is here re- 
prefented. But fince Prophecies of this Nature fre- 
quently occur, not only in this but other Prophets 
alfo, we fliall have an Opportunity afterwards of 
difconrfing upon them. 

In the mean time we may obferve, that as the 
Prophet here promifes and foretels Peace to the^w/^ 
fo in thcfourth Chapter he defcribes the Glory and 
majeftic ^Prefence of God, which fliall appear at the 
famecomtng 6f the MeJJiah *, for fo I underftand 
vihefe Wor4s^pf bis. uind the Lxfrd will create npon 
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every JbveUir^ Place of Mount Sion^ mid ujfon her jij^ 
fimtlkSy a Cloud and Smoke by D^^ Mud the fhitmg^ 
cf a flaming Fire by Night ; for upon AH the Glory (had 
be a Defence. I doubt not but the Prophet here re«. 
fers to the Scbechinah or majeftic Prefence of God, 
which he was pleafed to afFord the Ifiraetites in the 
Wildernefs ; and the Chaldee Paraphraft exprefly mcQ' 
tions the Schechinah in this and the following Verfe* 
Now (ince the Schechinah did not appear in the fe- 
cond Temple after the Babjlonifh Captivity, this 
Prophecy feems to have a Reference to future 
Times. 

This Prophet reprefents the fame Schechinah in a 
more glorious manner iti the fixth Chapten and 
nearer to the Appearance of the Schechinah in the 
Temple, with the Seraphims (landing aliove (v. i.> 
and the Houfe being filled with Smoke, {v. 4.) In 
this Chapter likewife the Prophet foretels that the 
Hearts of the Jews would be for fome time hardened,, 
their Cities wafted (v. 10, 11.^ and the People 
difperfed ; and fince this Blindnefs and Obduration, 
mil continues, the Remains of the ^ews are at 
length to return ; the Trunk or Root is not cut a- 
way, altho' they have been a long time without 
Fruit or Flower. 

Hitherto we have purfued thefe two Heads or 
Charafters, concerning thofe peaceable Times, and 
the Divine Schechinah^ which (hould return to the 
Jfiaelites ; and we have givenfome Tpkens^wherefey- 
the Time of' that Peace znd G/^ maylie deSnedv 
but there yet remain fome which are brighter* For 
we are taking our Journey towards the rifing Sun, 
and the fartncr we goi the Shadows will grow lef- 
fer, and the Light appear flronger. But 10 purfuc 
this Subjeft. ' ,^ ■ ' ■ . . 

In the eleventh Chapter/ the 'Ko^fe ii.agJHn'Ve- 
newedi concerning the paci^c .State of Tbiffgs 

which 
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which was to trife under the Reigo of the AiiffuA, 
and Tpring from the Righteoufnefs and Fidelity 
which ihoukl exceedingly flourilh under the Mef- 
S^\ Empire. For thus fays the Prophet, {v. f , 6.) 
Rightcoufrefs (hall be the Girdle of his l^hu^ 4md Faith- 
i mlnefs (or Truth) the Girdle of his Reins. The Wolf 
alfi Jhall dwell with the Lamb^ used the Leopard fball 
lie down with the Kid; and the Calf^ and the young 
Uony and the Fatling together, and a little Child Jhall 
had them (w. S, 9.) jStdthe fttckfing Child JhaU play 
9n the Hole of the Afp, and the weaned Child fhaii put 
his Hand on the Adder* s Den. They Jhall not hurt 
(xhty {hall not do any Injury or Detriment) nor 
dejhroy in all my holy Mountain^ for the Earth Jhall be 
full of the Knowledge of the Lord as the Waters cover 
the Sea. 

The Prophet herepromifes many and great Things; 
beddes the moft diffudve Holinefs and Knowledge 
of God> he hints that all Enmity among brute Aoi- 
snals fhould ceafe, at lead that they would (hew no 
token of it to Mankind. If we confider well thefe 
Charadersof the il/^^Zdi&'s Kingdom, I fee not how 
they can poQibly be made to point out thefe pre- 
fent Times. But I leave them to the ferious and 
impartial Confideration of every Reader. The fame 
Prophecies are repeated in the following Chapters, 
and more fully in the Ixv, where> if I miftake nor, 
the Prophet gives us a Key to this whole Myfterj. 

In the mean time we may obferve^ that in this 
Chapter the coming of Chrift is prefigured in a 
twofold manner. As to the former there is no dif-. 
pute ; and the fecond ("beiides what has been alrea- 
dy faidj feems to be reprefented in thefe Words, 
(y. 4.) He Jhall fmite the Earth with the Rod of his 
Mouthy and with the Breath of his Lipsjball hejlay 
the Wicked. The Chaldee Paraphrafl: has it^ Ar- 
milium improbum^ under which Name the Jtws 
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defcribe their Antichrift. However this be« the 
Apoftle feems to refer to it (% Thef xu 8.) wheci 
iie fay s> Tl^en (ball that wicked he revealed^ whom tim 
Lard fluUl conjkme with the Spirit of his Mouthy amt 
[hM deftroj wi$h the Brightnefs of hit comitig. The , 
generality of the more celebrated Expofitors undei^ 
fiand This concerning Anticbrift, who is to be abo- 
ii(hed at the fecond coming of Chrift> of which 
the Apoftle had given them a very elegant Defcrip- 
tion in the preceding Chapter, (v. 7, 8.^ and of 
the Deftrudion of the ungodly which was to foI» 
low. The Prophet farther adds* (v. 11.^ It fbM 
iome to fofs in that Day, that the Lord Jhall fet his 
Hand agmn the fecond time to recover the Remnam of 
Iris People which (ball be left from jiffyria^ and many §• 
ther Places. You fee that the Prophet is here di& 
courfing concerning fome fecond Reftauration of 
the People of God, or the Ijraelitesy (v. 12, 8cc.) 
and about the Union and Redudion of thofe who 
were difperfed over the Face of the whcJe Earth* 
Xt is queried, about what Reftauration the Prophet 
here fpeaks ? The Tribes of JJrael before this Time 
were rent from ysulabj nor are they yet reftored, fo 
that this promifed Reftauration and Union muft 
he underftood of Times that are yet to come. Nor 
can they have Refpeft to their Redudion from the 
Babjloni(h Captivity, fince the Tribes of Ifrael^ttt 
not then brought back. Befides, the Jews before 
the Deftruftion of Jerufalem were not difperfed thro* 
all Parts of the Eanh, and all thofe Countries which 
the Prophet mentions. Laftly that Redemption a- 
bout which the Prophet fpeaks, will be after the 
manner of the Deliverance from Egypt^ by drying 
up the Sea and Rivers which lie in the way; ("See 
Jf. xxvii. II, ij» & xlii. 15, 16. Zech. x. 10, 
II, & Rev. xvii. 12.) nothing of which Nature 
ham>cned in their Deliverance from Babylon. Thefe 
'"^ " / " things 
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things being weighed) I think it is reafonable that 
we Aould underftand this fecond and univerfal Re- 
ftauration to refer to certain Times of the Mejfuih^ 
about which the Prophet fpeaks in the preceding 
Verfes, and, if I miftake not, throughout this whole 
jChapter. Now fince nothing of this kind hap- 
pened to the Jews at the firft coming of Chrift, 
but rather the contrary, we expeft thefe things to 
be fulfilled at his fecond Appearance. 

Let lis pafs on to the xxivth Chapter, where the 
Deftrudion of the whole Earth feems to me to be 
declared and explained. It is ufual for Ifaiah and 
ether Prophets, as often as Occafion arifes from 
foroe great Deftruftion of a City or Nation, which 
bears iome Refemblance or Type of that which ia 
the laft Days (hall come upon all the World, rea- 
dily to turn their Minds and Difcourfes upon That. 
This World will conclude with the greateft De- 
ftrudion of the Enemies of God, as appears from 
f he facred Writings of both the Old and New Tel- 
tament; and immediately after this mighty Der 
. flrudion, the glorious Kingdom of the MeJJtah will 
follow. The Prophet in this Chapter prefents us 
with the fame Face of Things, the Slaughter of the 
Mighty, the Perturbation of Nature, and then the 
glorious Reign of Chrift in Sion ; we (hall repeat 
the three laft Verfes*. 

jind it /ball come to pafs in that Dajj thai the Lord 
fhall ptinifh the Hofi of the high oneSj that are on high^ 
and the Kings of the Earth upon the Earth. And they 

• Thty Mte thus rendered in the Vulgate. Et crit in Die illa> 
vifitabit Dominus fiiper Militiam Cceli, in cxcelfb, & (upcr Re- 
^s Terraclqui iiintfupcrTerram: & congr^buntur inCongrc- 
gationc onius Fafcis in Lacum, & claudcntur ibi in Carcerc: & 
port multosDiesvifitabuntur. Et crubcfcit Luna& confundetur 
Sol, cum rcgnavcrit Dominus Exercituum in Monte Sion & io 
Jercfakm, & in Conipcau Senum ftorum fuerit glorificatus. 

2^< jSutt 
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jball be gathered together^ as Prifiners are gathered in 
the Pity and fljall he fl^Ht $tp in the Prifon^ and after 
many Dajs thej fliall be vijiied. Then the Moon Jlyall 
h confounded^ and the Snn ajbamedy when the Lordof 
Hbfis /hall reign in Mount Sion^ and in yerufalem^ 
and before his Ancients glorioujly. 

Whoever thefe Elders are they will be Spedators 
and participate of the Kingdom of Chrift. Indeed 
to me they feem to be the fame Elders whom we 
read of in the Revelations j (c. iv. 4, & v. 8, 5), 10 J 
who were made Kings and PrieftS) and (hall reign 
with Chrift on the Earth. Now thefe Elders are 
generally fuppofed to be the Company of Patriarchs 
and Apoftles, and I think the fame are intended in 
this Place. Moreover whoever are thofe high ones 
(//r*xxiv. 21, 11.) that are on high, who are di-^ 
flinguiihed from the Kings of the Earthy they will 
be bound in Chains and thruft into Prifon. Which 
oakes me think of the Binding of Satan, and hi^ 
bein^ cafl: into Prifon juft before the Beginning o^ 
Chrift*s Kingdom, Rev. xx. 

But to return nearer to our Subjeft, we tnuft 
enquire what People thefe Prophecies refer to? I 
fuppofe the Jews are to bear no fmall Part in this 
Vidory and Glory. For the Prophet in the next 
'Chapter x(xxy.) fings a Hymn of Praife to God, and 
the following one prefents us with a Song of Sion, 
Thefe Praifes the Ifraelites oflFer to God in Concert 
with others, as in the former Song (ct^'u 6.} 
which clofes with this Epiphonema, as it is turned 
by the Chaldee Paraphraft ; Rejoice and give thanks, 
O Congregation of Sion^ for great is the holy One of 
Jfiael 7vho has f^d that he will f lace his Schechinah ("his 
majeftic Prefence^ in the midfi of thee. As alfo in 
the Song we meet with in another Chapter, ac- 
cording to the fame Paraphrafl, Godjhall be revealed 
from the Place of hisMajefty^ or his majeftic Prefence. 

Thcfc 
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Thefe three Hymns are a fort of triumphatit 
Songs, like thofe of Aiofesj Debornhj and fbme re* 
corded in the Revelmions. I fay they are joyful 
Songs by way of Triunaph over their proftrate Enc- 
xnies» and grateful Acknowledgment to God their 
Peliverer, for the Recovery of their Freedom. They 
refer chiefly to the Jews^ as appears from the whole 
Tenor of them ; yet they belong alfo to all thofe 
whom God fhall fnatch from Evil and Mifery , and 
give them Liberty, Health, and Glory. 

Wemuft farther enquire what Times the Prophet 
here refers to? Now the very Subjeft itfclf will 
ihew this ; for what other Redemption, Freedom^ 
or Glory can be equal to that which the Prophet 
points out, befides that moft illuftrious and future 
bne at the fecond coming of Chrifl:. Then Chrift 
will be glorified before his Saints or Elders, as the 
Apoftle fpeaks. (z Thef. i. 6, 7.) And the Prophet 
feems to define the very time, and delineate it as it 
were with a Diamond .when he fays in his Song 
<//! XXV. 8.) He will fwallew up Death in FiEioryy 
mid the Lord God will wipe awaj Teartfirom all Facets 
0indthe Rebuke of his People fhatl he take awajfrom ojf 
M the Earth i for the Lord hath Jpoken it. See, con- 
cerning what time the Apoftles have interpreted 
thefe Places of the Prophets (i Cor. xv- 54. Rev. 
xxi. 4.) and there will be no more Controverfy a- 
bout this Matter. But let us go on with the Pro- 
phet about the Reftauration of the IJraelites. 

In the xxviith Chapter, after the Deftrudion of 
Leviathan (whoever he was whether Satan or any 
other Enemy of God) and the Punifhment and Pu- 
rification of IJiracU we find that the Jews were to 
be gathered together again, (y. 14, i<}.) ^nd itjhali 
icome to pafs in that Daj that the Lord fhall beat ojf 
from the djannelofthe River unto the Stream of Egjpty 
and .^.e Jball be gathered one hj one^ }C Children of 
■' ' Ifraeli 



of the J tvf s. 15 

Jfrael! And it /ball come to fafi in that Daj^ that tU 
great Trumpet fball be blown^ and they Jball come which 
werereadj to perijb in the Landofjljfjria^ and the out^ 
cafls in the Land of Egypt ^ and /ball worjbip the Lord 
in the holy Jliount at Jernfilem. 

If you apply this to the ten Tribes they are not 
as yet brought back. Nor is there here any men- 
tion made of the Babylonians as in other Places, and 
the Sound of the great Trumpet, and the awaking 
of the Dead> or thofe who were as dead, which 
the Prophet d^ftribes in the preceding Chapter, have 
fomewhat'a deeper Sound in my Ears, than the Re* 
turn of a few Jews from Babykn. But let us pro- 
ceed. 

The Writings of the Prophets are fo interwovet^ 
with various Arguments, and their Style is fo in* 
terrupted with fudden Tranfitions> that it is not 
cafy to follow the fame Thread thro* every parti- 
cular Chapter, and certainl]^ to diftinguifh whac 
precifely belongs to any Subjed. Threatnings, oc 
Puoiihments are mingled with Confolations. Now 
one Captivity is referred to, and prefently the Pro-^ 
phet has another in his Eye. The Prophecies have 
a regard to the ten Tribes, or the Remains^ to the 
IfraeUteSyOv the Gentiles, to prefent or future Times; 
and in a Word, to Jews or Chriftians, and fomc- 
times too under the fame Names and Titles. Thefe 
and fuch like Things often make Interpreters uncer- 
tarn, and caufe great DifiFerence among them. When 
chere is mention made of the old Covenant given to 
the Patriarchs, we do not hefitate fo much in giv- 
ing the meaning of it. Thus in the twenty ninth 
Chapter of this Prophecy, after Ifaiah had reproved 
them for their Sins, and (hewed them their deferved 
Punifliment, he adds, {v. 22, 13, 24.) Therefore 
thses faith the Lordy who redeemed Ahrahamy concern'^ 
ing the Honfe ofjagobt Jaaob fhiill not now be afbamed^ 

neither 
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neither pM his Face now wax pale. But when hefieth 
his Children^ the Work, of mine Hands in the midfl of 
him^they fhall fanSiff my Name, and (hall fear the God 
of Ifrael. They alfo that erred in Spirit fhall come 
to Vnderjlandingi and they that murmured Jball learn 
DqUrine. 

. Redeinption is here promifed to the Children of 
Jfiaeh and the Prophet purfues the fame Subjed more 
at large in the following Chapter, and cakes Notice 
that abundant Plenty fhould accompany this Delive- 
rance. Nor will any^ intermediate Afflidtion hinder ; 
God will in the End be gracious to IJraeL {c. xxx. 
i8f 1^9 zo.) Therefore will the Lord wait that he 
may be gracious unto you^ and therefore will he be exalted 
that he may have Mercy upon you \ for the Lord is 4 
Cod of judgment: bleffed are all they that wait for 
hinj. For the People fhall -dwell at Sion in Jtrufakm .- 
thoufhalt weep no more: he will be very gracious unta 
thee at the Foice of thy Cry ; when he fhall hear it he will 
anfwer thee. Jlndtho* the Lord give you the Bread of 
jidverjttjt and the Water of ^fltuion yet (hall not thy 
Teachers be removed into a Corner any more i but thine 
fyes (ball fee thy Teachers. 

The Chaldee Paraphraft underftands this to refer 
to the divine Illumination> and the majeftic Vifioa 
of God. 

The Prophet Ifaiah thus begins his thirty fecond 
Chapter, Behold a King fhall reign in Righteoufhefsy and 
Princes fhall ruk in Judgment J &c. Altho* this may 
in fome meafure refer to Hez^ekiah in a typical Senfe, 
yet there is in the Idea of this Kingdom, as after- 
wards defcribed, fcmewhat too fublime and glorious 
to be adapted to his Times. It will be a Kingdom 
of perpetual Peace, Juftice, Plenty and Safety {v. 
i6, 17, 18.) And befides thefe good things, there 
will be divine Knowledge or Illumination, (v. 5,4.) 
And tjbie Effufion of the Holy Spirit is promifed 

^* (v. 51.) 
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(i;. 15.) it that appointed time. Now ho Man 
will deny that thefe Bleilings primarily and fully be- 
long to the kingdom ot the Mefftah. And fince 
all thefe Pfomifes, as well of external as internal Blef- 
fings, Were rtiade to the IfioiUtes, and did not befal 
them at the firft coming of the AfeJJiah, therefore^ 
I think, they are to be etpefteci at his fecond Ap- 
pearance. 

Nor do thbfe Calamities atld DefoIatioris> ^hich 
we find the Prophets frequently denouncing, hin- 
der the Ac^compliftiment of theki Proniifes. 

The State of the /Jrdeliics was always of a itiiied 
Nature, and ftiarply feafoned with Calamities. Ifc 
is the Part of a careful Father to fee that his dear 
Childfeft receive both Chaftifcments, and Favoursr, 
in their propter turns (Prov. iii. ii, ii. Heh. x\U 
Sj 7, 8.) that fo they may the better be eng^ed 
to their Duty, between Mope and Fear. More- 
over when they fuflFered the Puniftiment, they were 
' thereby more affured of the Rewards which were to 
follow, provided they returned to their Duty. 

In the thirty fourth Chapter we hive a Reprf- 
fentarion of the dreadful Skughter of the Idnmeans t 
tinder which Name fome fuppofe the Romans to hi 
pointed out, and othei^s that it comprehends the E- 
nemies of God in general. For my Part I cannot 
fcafily perfuade my felf that thefe Names of Edom^ 
tdnnied^ and the like^ fo frequently mentioned iil 
the Prophetical Writings, are ftriftly to be confined 
to particdldr Heathen Nations, and that we are to 
looK for no farther Signification in them. For can 
we reafonably fuppofe that the Prophet would thun-- 
der out fuch numerous Threatningy, as well thofe of 
a greater, as of a lefler kind, again ft a fmall Nation ? 
Now in this very Chapter IJkiah mingles Heaven 
and Earth, and talks in as tragical a Strain as if he 
Iverc reprefenting the Deftruftion of the whole 
^ • C World. 
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World. Confult the PlacCi and judge for yout 
f^lf. So great anf Armament, Apparatus and Tri« 
umph feems to me rather to figniry the laft Battle 
with C9g arid Magogs which is to precede the entire 
Keftauration of the Jewu But of this we are to 
treat afterwards. 

Befides if this Prophecy is to be underftood li<- 
terally* what Deflrudion of the Idumean Nation is 
here to be underftood \ When the Iduimans were 
conquered by H'trcanusy they received Circumci(ion> 
and obferved all the Rites and Ceremonies of the 
J<w$^ and from that time were reckoned among 
toem. But to purfue the Subjed. Thefe Enemies 
of God and IfiiuU whoever they were, being utterly 
defiroyed, there fucceeds a moft joyful and flou* 
rifliing Eflate (either of the whole World or the 
IfraeUtes) which is largely explained in the follow- 
ing Chapter (xxxv.) the Defart which the Prophet 
had before fpoken of, being then turned into a Para- 
dife. Here all thinfgs are as delightfuK as before 
they were terrible. A new State of Things arifes, 
which is adorned with every BleiHng, of Honour, 
Beauty, Peace, and Health, and irradiated with the 
divine Glory like the new Jerufa^em. I here fpeak 
the plain Truth, without any thing of Flourifli or 
Hyperbole ; confult the former Part of the Chapter, 
and then it follows, (t^. 9, 10) No Uon (haUbe 
thert» mr any ravenous Beaft jbdU go ttpj if Jhall mt 
Ic found there ; biu the redeemed Jball walk, there; 
namely thofe whom God has fet apart for himfelf* 
(Rev. xxi. 4* & iv. 15, i^.) jitd the Ranfomed 
ofjfhe Lord /ball return and come to Sion with SongSf 
and everlafting Jei upon their Heads : thnjhalt obtain 
Joj and GladneJSi and Sorrow and Signing fhall fiec 
aw^. Expodtors generally agree that tbeie Bleffiqgs 
refer to the Kingdom of the MeJJiah* To be ffire 
|hey are not agreeal^le to H(^ekiak% Keign> as Gro^ 
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Hui imagines* That trahfient and particular Deli* 
verance which happened in his Days, does by no 
Ikieans come up to the Prophet's Defcription ; for 
the Redemption and Reftauracion here mentioned* 
are much more univerfal and durable. Nor would I 
have thefe things reftrained to the jFoi'^ only, fori be- 
Keve that all thofe arelikewife comprehended whom 
God (hall at length fet free from their Tribulations* 
and on whom he will beftow the abovementioned 
Bleffings. But in what Age, in what Generation of 
Men (hall we find thefe golden Times, this happy 
State of Things I Wc have hitherto feen nothing 
like it, nor have our Anceftors given us an Account 
of any Time that can equal it. This illu(b*ious 
Reftauration and magnincent State^ refped fome 
Days of the Afeffiah^ as we before obferved : But 
it is doubted to what particukr coming of the Mep 
jUh they refer. Now if they were not fulfilled ac 
his firlt Appearaoce, we may reafonabty exped: the 
Completion of them at his fecond. And if they re- 
fer to x^^tjcivi (not excluding others) as the Words 
themfelvesy and the whole Tenor of the Prophecy 
id>folute]y demonftrates* we muft conclude, that they 
are to be reftored, at Chrift^s fecond coaiing» to t 
holy and bleffed Eftate. 

In thefoltewing Chapters (xxxvi, xxxvii, xxxviii, 
& xxxix.) we have theFliftory of Hezxkiah and Sen^^ 
fkuheribj which being fini(hed, the Prophet returns 
to his former Subjed (which he had already men** 
doned above ten times) about the Kingdom of the 
Meffuih. If you confult thefe Places (c. xH. 8, p, 
io,C^r. xlii* 13, 1/^9 &c* xliii. 39 4, 5, 6^ 7, 
& i8» ip. xliv. I, 2, 3, & zi, 2z.) you will 
find many Arguments interwoven ; the coming of 
the Mejfuhy the Confufion of Idols, the DecTara- 
tioti of the divine Omnipotence, and the RefHu* 
ntions of tbc?«;i^/. I fay ReJimratiQm^ for^ I thinks 

C i ^ts. 
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the Profhet has a farther Reference than to their 
Deliverance from Babylon. 

We point out thefe Places of Scripture that they 
may be confidered by others, and they manifefl how 
much Care and perpetual AfFedion God exprefTes 
towards the Children of Ifiael. And in the forty 
ninth Chapter, to which we are now come, he re- 
peats the mod paflionate Expreffions of the deareft 
Love, and difplays his Affedion more vehemently. 

This Chapter contains an illuftrious Prophecy a- 
bout the coming of the Meffiah^ as well to Jews as 
Gentiles. In the thirteenth and following Verfes, 
God Teems particularly to regard the Jfws. Now 
what does he lay % Let us hear the Words of the 
Prophet: {v. 15, 14, 15, id.) Sing^ O Heavinsg 
09td be joyful^ O Earthy and breaks forth into Singing, 

Mountains ! for the Lord hath comforted his People^ 
and will have Mercy upon his af[li9:ed* But Sion Jaidt 
the Lord hathfbrfiu^n me, and my L>ord hath forgotten 
me. Can a Woman forget her Jucki^g ^^^d, that Jbe 
Jbould not have Compapon on the Son of her Womb ? 
Tea they may forget ^ yet will I not forget thee. Behold 

1 have graven thee upon the Palms of my Hands, thy 
Walls are continuaUj before me, 

It here expreflcs the Fears and Complaints of the 

Jews, left they (hould be entirely forfakenbyGod. 

God replies, this can never be, (ince I have a greater. 

Affedion for JJrael than any Woman has for her 

fucking Child. I have graven thee upon the Palms 

of my Hands, that fo I might never forget thee. 

Now fince God has faid this, (hall we perfift to aC- 

fert the contrary ? Shall we affirm, that the Jews 

are utterly forfaken and caft off without all Hopes 

of a Return or Reftauration ? This would betray 

great Boldnefs and Prefumption ; efpecially fince the 

Prophet in the following Verfes does not only fpeak 

of their Enemies being fubdued^ or reconciled, but 

• "■■ --™- alfo 
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aJfo teprefentf the Ifiaelites complaining for want xA 
room for theihfelves and their Friends (v» ip. an4 
€• liv. 2.) F(?r thj wafieand thy defitate Places^ and 
the L4nd of thy Deftr$dlioH fiall even nmv be too nar-^ 
row bj reafin of the Inhabitants i and they that Jwal* 
hwed thee up JhaA be far away^ Many (hall gather 
together, and thou (halt wonder at the Number of 
thy Children, which by the aufpicipus Influence of 
the Almighty, (hall fuddenly return from all Parts 
of the World. Thefc Subjeds the Prophet purfues 
to the End of the Chapter^ \ 

Every Reader will eafily obfervej that this Chap- 
ter contains an Account ot a Dereli<5lion and a Kef- 
titution, and that both of them, in fome Meafure, 
refpeft the IfiaeUtes. Some refer thefe Prophecies 
to the Babyhnijb Times, and others will have them 
to regard the Days of the Mejffiah; and this laft 
Opinion is the more probable fince the Kingdom 
of the MeJ/tah is treated of throughout this whole 
Chapter. Be(ides, if we compare that State which 
the Prophet here foretcls, with the Return from 
Babylon^ we (hall foon find that they will not agree 
with each other. A univerfal Redemption and Re- 
colledion from all Parts of the Earth is here pro- 
mifed; (v. 12.) but the other was neither univer- 
fal, with refpeft to the Children of /jfr/i^/, nor the 
Places from whence they returned. Moreover thefe 
/j^^/lr« which returned, are here brought in as com- 
plaining of the Straitnefs of their Country; but in 
their Return from Babylon, they found a defolate 
Land, and there were fcarce Hands fufficient for 
the Cultivation of it. In a Word, that Deliverance 
from Babylon was brought about without Slaughter 
and Blood ; but here their Enemies are drenched, 
or made drunken with their own Blood, and pro- 
ftrate at the Feet of the Ifia: litest they liclc the Duft 
of the Earth {v. i6. compare it with Rev. xvj. 6.) 

C 3 '^hefe 
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Thefe things are foreign to the Deliverance froiq 
the BahjlofUjb Captivity^ and muft be fought for in 
^fter Ages. But it \% in vain to look for them in 
any Generations already paft, as we have feveral 
times (hewed; therefore the yews may rejoice in 
Hope^and wait for the future Accompli(hment of 
thefe glorious Prophecies, 

Let us accompany the Prophet to the fifty firft 
Chapter, where we meet with the iame or greater 
Teftimonies concerning the flouriibing Eftate of the 
Jews after their Reftitution, The Prophet com- 
mands them to look to Jhrakam (v. z.) their Fa- 
ther; and as God had promifed to be his God> it 
follows that he would be mindful of his Covenant. 
(v, 3.) Fw the Litrd Jb^U ctmfhrt Sion : hiwillcam^ 
fort all her wafie PUciSj and he will tuaki ^^ Wilder^ 
nefs likf EdeHf and her Defart likf the Garden of thf 
Lord: Jej andgUdnefs /ball be found therein^ Thanl^* 
ghjing ana the Voice of Melody. 

And to confirm this, whatfoever Changes ihould 
happen, he fays, (v^ 7.) that tho* the Heavens and 
Barth (hould vanifh away, yet his Salvation ihould 
for ever endure towards IfiaeL 

In the following Verfes the Prophet encourages 
the JeTi^s by putting them in mind of their Deli- 
verance from the Egyptian Bondage, and other Mir 
racles performed by the Divine Oomipotence, and 
then adds, (v. 11.) Therefore the Redeemed of the 
Lord (hall return and come with Singing unto Sion^ 
f$d everlaflsng Joy fbaU be upon tfoeir He4d: they frail 
obtain Gladnejs and Joy^ and Sorrow and Moumif^ 
Jbail flee away. Wnat could they poffibly defire 
inore \ But before this full and entire Redemption 
the Prophet (hews that Jfra^l muft drink the Cup 
of the Divine Fury. That is, muft fuffer moft fe- 
ycre and bitfer Puniftiments, hefolation^ DeflruHiony 
famine and the Sword. But at length having for 
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their Parts drank thefe Calamities, the bitter Cup is 
delivered into the Hand of their Enemies, that they 
may drink the remainder : For thus fays the Pro- 
phet, (v. 21, 22, 23.) Therefore hear n^u^ thisy them 
affliSled and drunken^ bnt net with Winey thus faith thy 
Lord, and thj God that pleadeth the Caufi of his Peoflc; 
Beholdy I have taken cut of thine Hand the Cnp rf 
Tremblings even the Dregs of the Cup of mj Furj^ those 
jbak no more drinks it ^asn. This feems to be pro* 
phefied concerning the laft Afflidion. Bttt I wiU 
pstt it into the Hand of them that affliSt thee^ who have 
fmd to thy Souh bow down that we may go over : and 
thoH ha^laid thj Body as the Grosmd^ and as the Street 
to them that went over. 

Some refer all thefe Things to Chrift, and rightly 
indeed to Chrift the Deliverer. But the Queftion i$ 
about the People to whom the Prophet here foreteb 
Deliverance ; for he does not here treat about any 
iingle Perfon» but fome Nation, and if I miftakc 
not the /Jraeliti/b one, as appears from the whole 
Chapter, For there we finci that the Jewsj after a 
moft fevere Affliction* were to be favoured with 
the greateft Deliverance. 

As for thofe who improperly apply thefe Prophe-' 
cies to the adverfe State of the Jews in tht Baijlonijb 
Captivity, and their profperous Condition after their 
Return, they feem to compare great things with 
fmall. 

Certainly the Jews did not drink the Cup of the 
Divine Fury to the utmoft in that Captivity : There 
remained one to be drank much larger, and more 
bitter; when many more %3iy^perilhed by Famine, 
Sword and Peftilence, at the Siege and Deftrudion 
ofjerssjalem^ihzn formerly returned from Babylon*. 

* Compare Nehei&, c vii. vnthyofephns'i Wau of the Jevs^ 
Bopk VIL c. 17. '' 
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Betides there was a cruel Slaughter made in other Citie; 
of the Jcw^ which Tttm afterwards fought ^gainft 
and overturned. And when Jtidea was at length laic| 
wafle, and ajmoft turned into a Defart> the Romani 
carried away above ninety tjioufand Prifopers, and 
difperfed f hem thro' various Countries and Nations. 
Nor did the Jews only fuffer the greateft Evils fron^ 
the Romans, who were Heathens, bujt alfo from the 
Chriftians who went under the RpmMty or fome 
other Name. How great thefe Miferies were, I 
tremble to recite^ 

It is with regret J thus far mention th^fe Cala- 
mities : But what fays the Prophet about the Reftau- 
ration of the y^ws. Let us fee what Face that de- 
solate Country will wear when it (hall be reftored. 
It ihall be like Eden or Paradifey as IfaUh inform? 
us 5 and he foretels that the People who fliall be 
brought back will be fre,e from every kind of Evil, 
^nd rejoice with perpetual Felicity, {v. 6j ii.) Now 
this State of Things here delineated both in a na- 
tural and fporal Contideration, fo far tranfcends the 
(lender Fortune and Felicity of the Jews after their 
return from Babylon^ that it very much exceeds the 
prefent Force of Nature, and Difpenfation of Things 
^t this Day. The Prophet fpeaks concerning the 
Reflatiration of Paradife, and planting t}ie Heavens 
^nd Earth, as it were, anew. [v. 16.) He defcribe§ 
this not only as a State of Indolence, but of everr 
lafting Joy : All Evils of Mind, Body and Fortune 
being far removed, when all the Ends of the Earth 
(hall fee the Salvation pf God. (Seec. lii. 9, 10.) 
Now the yews never met with fuch fevere Afflidi- 
ons, nor yet fo great Reffaurations befpre the time 
of our Saviour. Indeed fince that time they have 
been in the moft aflBifted Condition, and their Trou- 
bles anfwer to this prophetic Defcription. For 
jvhich Reafon it is neceffary that there be fome fu- 
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<it|re Reflauration, which may in like manner be a- 
greeable to t^i$ promifed Felicity. Let us procee4 
to the fifty fourth Chapter. 

God here ofFers to the ffi^Utes fome Confidera-^ 
tions to ftrengthen their Faith, left they ftiould dev 
fpond in their deferted and oppreiTed Condition. H(p 
mentions his ancient Love under the 6hara(fter of a 
Husband, and teftifies that whatever chilling Acci- 
dents might intervene, this AfFedion (hould revive 
and be perpetual, (y. 4, f 1 <^9 7, 8.) and remaia 
unmoved as the Covenant eftabli(hed with Noahm 
^t farther adds, that tho' the'Mountains ihould de- 
part, and the Hills be removed, yet he would never 
d^parjt from the Stability and Strength of his Pro- 
m^fe* {v. 5), 10.) They who would take away thefe 
Promifes from the Jews, ought ingenuoufly and 
openly to tell us, who we are to underftand by the 
^Hshand here mentioned, and what is the Signifi- 
cation of thefe Phrafes, a Wife of Touth^ the Jpivorce^ 
and the Widowhood here fpoken of. Let them farther 
confider the Apparatus of the returning Bride, and 
(he Promifes made to her and her Children ; {v. 1 19 
12.) and laftly, let thefe be compared with the 
Words of the Prophet, (c. lix. 20, 21O as St. 
^W expounds them f {Rom. xi, i6, 27.) But we 
haften to the fiftieth Chapter, wherein many glo- 
rious and magnificent Events are foretold ; but fome 
are doubtful to whom they belong, whether to the 
Jews or tj^e Chriftians. As for my Part I (hould 
yrillingly include them both as united ip the King- 
dom of the Mejjiah foralmoft all agriee, that the 
prophet |s here difcourfing concerning the State of 
that Empire. Sq fi^r, I fay, it is generally agreed ; 
but is difpi^ted wljat p.eign of the ^effi^ thePro- 
phet has m his view> whether the firft or the laft. 
\ confefs there is a great Difference between thefe 
|wq Kingdoms. And fince St. John has taken many 

'things 
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things firom this Chapter in his Defcription of the 
State of the New Jtsrnfikmy {Rtv. xxi. 25, 24^ 
Z^f 2(7, and xxii. ^.) which is not to appear but 
at the fecond coming of Chrift, the Glory here pro - 
mifed muft refer to the fame time; efpecially fince 
we have not as yet feen thefe Promifes fulnlled at 
his firft coming) or prefent Kingdom; nor does 
there feem to be room for their Completion fo long 
ds Antichrift reigns. The Prophet fays that all E- 
nemies Ihall be deftroyed, and all Nations (hall come 
to Sion. He promifes that perpetual Peace and Juf- 
tice (hall reign there> together with Plenty of all 
good things, 

Thefe moft excellent and noble Promifes are fre- 
quently repeated by the Prophets, and are, alas \ a 
long time expe^ed by us. 

Farther, tne Tenor of this whok Chapter and 
Argument demonftrates that thefe things concern 
the IJraelitis. To pafs by the Names of Stm^ Jfraelj 
the SM^sMryy Jacob, &c. the Prophet fpeaks of 
the People's returning as Doves to tnetr Windows, 
(v. S.) that is, to their accuftemed Seats, or Re- 
ceptacles. Thither they fly like Clouds fo fwifr, 
and numerous, that they cover the Face of Heaven* 

The Chaldee Paraphraft feems thus to underftand 
the Words; Tl^o are they thai of fear like thejwifiefi 
Clomb? The Children of IJrael in their Tranfiniffraiionj 
who are gathered together^ and come to their own Land^ 
as Daves which return to their Houjn. Now this is 
not applicable to the Chriflians who have not beet) 
driven from their Country, and therefore cannot 
well be fuppofed to be returning thither. And 
hftly, the Divine Schechinahy which is twice pro- 
mifed in this Chapter (v. 2, 13.) to return in 
that future State more gloriouflys has hitherto be-? 
longed to the Jews and not to the Chriftians. 
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This Chapter is conneAed with thofc that im* 
mediately follow, which purfue the fame Subjed^ 
and tend to make the Glory of the J^hfftah^ ao4 
the Reftauration oilfinel more clear and illiiftrious^ 
I ihould be tedious if I ihould take notice of a}! 
thofe Particulars which diftinguiflu Ifi^l from other 
Nations, and prefigure their niture Condition. Let 
the Reader ferioudy confider thefe three ChtpterSf 
land he will foon perceive how far they concern the 
IfroiUtes. 

The fixty third Chapter b^ns thus; (t^. z, 3; 
4.^ Who is thU tbm Cometh ftnm Edem^ wkhMidGsr^ 
nfcn$$ from Box^ah f This thst isgloriom in his Afp4i^ 
rely travelling in the gremmfs of bis Strength i I thdi 
Jpeakjn Righteonjnefi^ mighty to five. 

Wherefrre art thou red in thj jlfforeU and thy Gar* 
wsents Ukf him that treadeth in the trine fist ? 

I have trodden the Wine-Prefi alone J and rf the Pee* 
fk there was none with me; for I will tread them he 
fnine Anger ^ and trample them in mj Fterjf and their 
Blood fljall ie firinkled npon mj Garments, and I will 
^ain all mj Raiment. For the Day of Vengeance is m 
mine Hearty and the Tear of my redeemed is come. 

The generality of Chriftian Expofitors; as well as 
the ancient JewSf rightly affirm that the Prophet 
here fpeaks concerning the MeJJiah. Moreover, the 
Words themfelves (compared with the thirty fourth 
Chapter) point out fome notable Slaughter. I can- 
not but compare this Paflage of the Prophet with 
one of St. John*^ Vifions, {Rev. xix.) where when 
|ie had defcribed a glorious General of a great Army^ 
he adds, {v. ly) And he was clothed with a Vefinam 
dipt in Bloody and his Name is called^ thb Word 
OF God. 

Whoever denies that is Chrift himfelf, mud be 
very Bold, to fay no worfe. St. Jdm farther fays^ 
(t^. ir.J iUs i^ he who treadeth the Wme^Prefs pftl^ 

ftercenep^ 
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Fiercenefs and ffraih of jibmghtj God. (CofDpare 
this with the twenty fourth Chapter of this Bookf 

Thcfc Dcfcriptions agree fo well with the Words 
efj/aiahf that I muft underftand the Words of them 
both to refer to the fame Warrior, and the very 
fame Slaughter; upon which Account they can by 
no means be applied to the Bslylomjb or Aiacca^ 
f;ean Times, or any other before the Diiperfion of 
the Children of IJrael-^ nor do I think it worth 
)vhile to fpend time in confuting fuch Opinions. 

But Godf or the Prophet moved by his Spirit^ 
asl^s Chrift the lUaion why his Garments were fo 
riedf ^nd whence there came fo great an EfFuflon of 
Blood I This Colour, this Slaughter does not be« 
come the mild and immaculate Lamb of God> as be- 
ing more fuitable to a Wolf, or a Lion ; Chrift ta- 
citly anfwcrs, that he was defervedly wrath with 
the Enemies of God, with degenerate Rebels and 
wicked Apoftates: and their Blood was not to be 
fpared. / will^ fays he, revenge the Injuries offered 
to Godf as becomes the Uon of yudsih. (Gen. xxix* 

8, 9, »iO . 

To thefe Sayings the Prophet fubjoins, that God 
was mindful ofth^HoHfi of IJiaelj (v. 6j 7,) and 
was affliif^ed in all their A£9i(5libns. And then he 
commemorates their Deliverance out of Egjfty by 
the jingel of his Prefencey (v* p. ) or Face, Mojes 
being the Sub^adminiftrator, with mighty Miracles 
and Prodigies; that fo the Ifr^lites might not de- 
fpair of any future Redemption, Laftly, the Pro- 
phet pours out moft ardent Prayers for the Wel- 
fare of Ifraeli and befeeches God for his tender Mer-? 
cies fake, together with his Omnipotence, and by 
all thofe Oaths which he had fworn to their Fathers, 
that altho* Abraham was ignorant of them, that he 
^puld not forget them. Nor is his Zeal againft 
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the Advcrfaries of God lefs fervent in the follow- 
ing Chapter^ (ixiv. i, 2.) Oh that thou wouldfi 
rend the Heavens, that thou wouldfl come Jewn^ that 
the Metentains might flow down at thy Pr e fence i as 
when the melting Fire burneth it canfith the Water to 
boil ; and many other terrible and unexpected things 
follow>all which lead us to the Expedation of fome 
fignal Slaughter of the Enemies of God, and Re- 
ftauration of Ifrael before the End of the World* 
I (hall only add, that according to the Chaldee Pa- 
raphrafti there is in thefe Chapters mention often 
made of the Return of the Schechinah to JJraek 
which had difappeared for a confiderable time. (See 
e. Ixiii. i7> and c. Ixiv. 3, ^. 

The fixty fifth Chapter follows. In which ic 
is principally worthy of Remark, that here is firfl 
of all mention exprefly made of the new Heavens* 
and the new Eartn. I fay exprefly^ for in the fore-< 
going Prophecies God had prbmifed to reftore {c, \u 
3.) Paradife, together with all thofe Bleffiogs which 
accompanies that State, fuch as Plenty of all good 
things, abundance of Pleafure, where the Beafts 
Ihould lofe their Fiercenefs, and everlafting Peace 
be eftablifhed ; without any Sicknefs* Grief, or 
Moleftation. Thefe things, I fay, are often pro* 
mifed, as we have before obferved, in going gra- 
dually over the Sermons of this Prophet. (See ths 
abovementioned Places, c. ii. 4. xi. 5, 5, 8, 9* 
XXV. 8. XXX. 23, Z4, zf, %6. XXXV. through- 
out, li. 16.) 

Having premifed this, let us attend to what the 
Prophet adds in this Chapter. He Prophecies con- 
cerning the Reftitution of IJrael, (v. 8, 9-) yet he 
does not thereby mean the whole Body of that Peo- 
ple, but a Remnant only like Seed. For as the 
Apoftle fays, they are not all Ifrael, which are of If 
raeU [Rom. ix. 6.) . As for others who were dege- 
4 ~ ' ' neracc 
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iiertte> and imitated the Manners of the Heathens^ 
he denounces fevere Threatnings againil thenii (^. 
II, 12O and aflures thenot that th^JhaU be am ^- 
karring mttP others^ and kave their Names for a Cstrfe^ 
And laftly> the true Worihip of God being again 
eftabli(hed> and the Condition of Things changed* 
God promifes that all former Troubles ftiall be for«* 
gotten by his People, (v. 169 lyy 18, 19.) For 
%ehdld (fays God) / create new Heavens^ and a new 
Earth : and the former Jhall not be remembred^ nor come 
imo Mind. But be you glad and rejoice forever in that 
7i4nch /create: for behold I create yerufalema Rejoicings 
and her People a Joy. And I tinll rejoice in yerufa^ 
lewy and joy in my People y and the Fbice of Weep'* 
ing /ball be no more heard in her, nor the yhice of 
Crying^ 

Here are two things foretold by God, a Creation 
of a new World; and farther he fays, that he will 
rejoice over that new World, and his People at jfip- 
rnfakm ; and that no Weeping or Lamentation (hall 
be heard there any more. (Compare Ifriah xxv. 8. 
XXX. I j). with j^. xxxi. 12.) 

I know there are many Controverfies raifed about 
this new World; efpecially whether thefe Prophe- 
cies are to be underftood concerning the natural as 
well as the moral World, or only with regard to 
the latter, there bebg no Change or Alteration made 
ID Nature* This Controverfy is to be decided from 
diverfe Sorts of Arguments; firfl from theUfe and 
Signification of the Words themfelves. Then from 
the Marks and Charaders of this new World, by 
which it isdifiinguifhed from the former or prefent ; 
and laiUy, from the Explications of other Prophers> 
who treat about the fame SubjeA. 

As to the firft of thefe, it is well known that the 
y€ws under the Name of the Heavens and Earth, al- 
ways underftood the Nmrri^ ffgrld^ according to 
^ J. the 
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iht manifefl Signification of the Words> nor could 
they ptx)perly exprefs it by one fingle Word. As 
to the fecond, there are many 31ark$ and Charafters 
in this Defcription of the new World» which do 
not agree to tne prefent one. Here is no perpetual 
Joy, nor are Weeping aqd Lamentation abfent ; here 
is no fucb Longasvity> nor quiet Dwellings nor 
ipontaneous Fruitfulnefsof the Soil; nor lainyfuch 
Gentlenefs, nor innocent Behaviour of the Beafb» 
Thefe are the Ornaments and Privileges of the new 
World, which are entirely different from the/ Pro- 
perties of the prefent one. We meet with many of 
thefe things (eparately in other ProphecieSf which 
are here heaped together. [StcHofeaiu 18. uim^s 
ix. 15. Joel ii. i8> 19, &c. Mk. iv. 3, &c.) 
And thus much may fuffice, as to the Cbaraderi 
of the new World. As for what concerns the 
third Head of Arguments, St. Piter and St. yolm^ 
two facred Writers in the New Teftament, repeat 
and renew this prophetic Dodrine. The latter faw 
this Prophecy fulfilled in a Vifion of the Ne^D y*- 
rufilem. (Rev. xxi. i, 2, 3, 49 5.J ^^^ IJiuf 4 
new Heaven and a new Earthy for thefirfl Heaven and 
ehefirfi Earth were pajfed away ; and there was no nwc 
Sea. And I John fan^ the mlj Citjfj new Jerujalem 
coming down prom God, out of Heaven^ f repaired as 4 
Bride adorned for her Husband. And I heard a greM 
Voice out of Heaven^ Jajfingy &c. — ~ And God (halt 
wipe awajf all Tears, Sec. ' And he that fate upon 
the Throne /aidy behold I make alt things new. 

IJaiah and St. John fpeak about the very fame 
things, as will foon appear by comparing their Dif* 
. courfes together; they have the fame New Jerupt^ 
km in their Eye> full of Jov> and free from all Car 
lamity. IfaiMi fays, that the former Heavens and 
Earth (hall be no more remembred; and St. John af* 
firms that all fprmer things are paffed away ; theie 
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Defcriptioni dnfwer as e^tadly to each other, as twd 
Pidares of the fatae Face, or two Reprefentationi 
of the fanhe State of Nature, not drawn indeed by 
the fatae Hand^ but by Pencils of a li&e Nature. 

Nor does St. Peter lefs regard this Place of Ifaiah^ 
when he aditlonifhes us {iPet/i\u li.) toIdOkfor 
new Heavens md 4 new Earthy according to the Pr6^ 
mifi of Godi Now where ha^ God promifed thii 
new Creation! fo clearly and fully as in the Prophecy 
of Ifaiah f And if w6 thus refer ir, we have the 
Apoftle expounding the Prophet ; both of them be* 
ing divinely iitfpifcd. Now the Apoftle interprets 
this Prophecy of //SiVife, concerning the natural and 
material World ; for he fays that the prefent Hea- 
vens and Earth, which are material^ being confunied, 
the World ihall be renewed, and different Heavensr 
and Earth appear of a better Form indeed, but no' 
lefs materiaL Which, I think, I have unanfwer- 
^bly demonftrated in the foregoing Treatife. (c. t.) 
But to return again to Ifaiah. 

Here the Holy Spirit, in this and the following 
Chapter, feems firft to have opened the Myftery 
of the new World, and the Prophecies which con- 
cern ir. As often as I/aiah and other Prophets had 
foretold a Time when all wild Beafts (hould become 
gentle, and the Earth bring forth Corn without La- 
bour 5 when a univerfal Peace and Tranquillity of 
Life fliould be eftablifhed : Laftly, when the Face 
of the firft Paradife (hould be renewed, and the 
Golden Age as it were reftored. All thefe Ac- 
counts were Riddles before the Difcovery of this 
new World : Nor as yet have they had any Places, 
nor can they have in this prefent World.^ But now 
if after the Deftruftion of this World, by the laft 
Conflagration a new one will revive at the fecond 
coming of the Meffiah, what hinders but that the 
new Creation ftiould be according to the Model of 

the 
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the primeval or paradiraical World ? And this be- 
ing granted there will arife together with the Stin 
cf Rightipufiej} a new Sute of Things, and that Ap- 
pearance and Conftitution of Nature which anfwer 
ro the Phaenomcna that were foretold, how won- 
derful foever. Now after what manner they do fot 
and from what Caufes they arife, having already 
(hewed to the utmoft of our Capacity m another 
Place.^, we (hall treat no farther on thefe Heads 
Jiere. 

And thus much with Reference to the new Hea* 
vens and the new Earth, and the Phsnomena of 
them. The Prophet in the laft Chapter (Ixvi.) 
purfuesthe fame Path which he had fo often troddea 
before, and farther adds, ('z;. 7, S.) that the Re- 
fhuration of Ifiael would be very fudden, like the 
furprife of a Woman in Travail. But God affords 
her his Succour while (he is in Labour, and after 
ifae has brought forth, all pious Men will rejoice^ 
(v. 10.) who Ihall be fatisfied with the Br^^i of 
her Confolations^ In the mean time God is no lels 
wrath with his Enemies, and appears againfl: them 
in Whirlwinds, (v. if.) Fury , and Flames of Fire ; 
and in the lafl: Event of things, the Seed of Ifiael 
fhall always remain, as the new Heavem and the new 
Earth ; the impious Enemies of God being for ever 
deftroyed. 

And thus I have, as briefly as I could, cpnfidered 
what Jfaiah has fpoken concerning the Reftauration 
o£i\it Jews. 

Concerning the Trophet Jeremiah. 

IT is generally agreed by All, that the Prophecy of 
yeremiah chiefly regards the Babylonijh times i and 
treats about the Caufes and Continuance of that Cap- 

^ Theory of the Earth, Book II. 
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Vicy, together with the Deliverance of the Ifiaelka 
from it. Now. the Prophet in treating on tbefe 
Matters) fometimes takes a long Profped to the Days 
of tht Afifffiahi with regard both to his firfi and ie* 
cond Appearance. 

Neither in my Opinion can feveral Pailage; in this 
1^/ophet be fully made good in their proper Senfe. 
Am we ihaD particularly point out thofe Places 
Whith concern the Ifiaelites. 

We will begin ^h the twenty third Chapter : 
("0. $3 ($0 I n^^l^c ^^ doubt but be here (^courfes 
about the JMeffuih : But ibme difpute whae coming 
of the Mejfiah he refers to, whether his firft or 
ftc6t)d. For my part 1 am willing to take in both. 
In the Cxth Verfe we find thefe Words^ /« hi$t)^s$ 
yuJab Jhall be favtd, and tfital ftfoll i»eU fafelf. 
jow this cannot be underftood concerning the firft 
coming oixhtMeJJuihy for prefently after that time 
the jews were difporfedy and greatly ajGBided, jiV- 
rUjkkm being deftroyed and their Polity di£blv«d» 
So that to preferve the Truth of this Prophecy, it 
i^ necefiary that it fhould be referred to tome other 
coming or the MeJfiJh. 

It is yet more unreafonable to reffram thefe Words 
to the B^hfujb times ; fince the Prophet obferves^ 
that this Redemption of tjrael will be fo great, that 
they fliall no more commemorate their Deliverance 
out of Emt. Now their Deliverance from the £gff^ 
tian Bondage was incomparably greater than that 
from BabjUn^ whether you confider the Nurtiber of 
the Perfons redeemed, or the mighty Miracles and 
Wonders worthy to be rfciftembred throughout all 
Ages; now ic feems unreafonable that a leiTer Bene- 
fit fhould exclude the Reitxembrafice d a greater. 
Upon which Confiderations it fdUtFWs, that them 
is yet fome future and illuRrious keftaurarioi) of 
the Jb/^i tp be expfefted^ 
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•in tlie twenty fifth Chapter ht fpeaks again of 
the poaringoQt of the Cup of God's Fury (v. i^.j 
lipon ail Peopfef as well Jiws as others^ and on all 
the Kings of the Earth. I fay agah, fince this is 
*he fame Cup tnentioried by ffii^ (v. li. 17.) and 
the Pfalmift, (Ffi Ixxv. 8.) from whence we may 
draw the Explication of this forrowful PropHJcy^ 
Which I. only note by the way. '* 

In the thirtieth Chapter the Reftitution of /jfrael 
and Juiiah to the Land given their Fathers^ that 
they inay poflfefs it, is again promiied< ft/. 3*) Td 

Soflefs it indeed^ but after Afflidions and Sorrows9 
larp as thofe of a Woman in Travail, (v. <f, ^, 8^ 
p») from which, notwithftanding, they ihall be de- 
Kvered in cbe^r^^r Difi^j the Yoke of Strangers be- 
ing broken, and their Chains burft aflunder ; nei<^ 
ther, feys he, Jfhdll thej ferve them any motey but thfjf 
Jbalt firve the Lord their Gi^dy and David their King^ 
whom he Jhall raifr up nnio them. By David' I un^ 
derftand the MeJJiahy as moft Expofitors alfo do. 
Therefore in fome time of his, the Jews (hall Ihaktf 
oflFthe Yoke and Bands, which hive been impofed on 
them by Foreigners^ Now this did not fall out ac 
the firft coming of the MeJJlah ; on the contrary^ 
their Yoke was at that very time made heavier, and 
their 'Bands more fevere^ Heir what follows in this ^ 
Prophet; Therefore fear not thott^ O mj Servatn Ja^ 
coby (v. to.) neither be difmajedy O IfraeL For h 
I willfave thee from afar^ and thy Seed from the Land 
iff their Cafttvitj^ and Jacob fljall retttrn and be in rejt 
and efutety and none (ball make him afraid* He is her6 
as yet difcourfing about the times of the Mefjiahy 
not the Babjionifh ones; for Ifrael was not in that 
Captivityi nor reckoned among the Kumber of the 
People who were brought back. Moreover the Pro-' 
phet fpeaks of thofe things which were to come to 
pals (^. 2j> 24.^ in the latter Day^i and concern- 
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ing the kft Captivity of the JiWS9 oiit of which 
when they were once delivered^ they fhould never 
more be brought under. Bondage to any Strangers. 
(t/« 8 J And laftly of a devouring Fury and impe- 
tuous Whirlwind, which (hall confume the Enemies 
of God and his People, (t^. i6y 23. compared with 
c. xxiii. 1^9 zo.) 

In the thirty firfl Chapter the Prophet difcourfes 
at large about the Revocation of IJrael and Ephraim^ 
in Words denoting the utmoft Affedion and Ten- 
demefs. But he lets them know that Repentance 
muft go along with it, andthenew Law be written 
in their Hearts, that fo they may all (incerely and 
inwardly know the Lord. Moreover God declares 
that his Promifes are no lefs firm than the Ordinances 
of Heaven, or the Nature of Things, (v* 35, 16, 
37. See ^. xxxiii. 20> 21. znd f/kiahliv. lo.J 

In the thirty third Chapter, the Prophet returns 
to the fame Argument about the Reftauration of 
jfudah and IJraelj and that in the Days of the Aie/^ 
fah, (v. 15, 16.) which I iball leave to the Rea* 
der'^ Confideration, that I may not too often re- 
peat the famQ things. Alfo chis Prophet in another 
Place promifes (c. xlvi. 27,- 28.^ the IJraelUeSf thac 
after they have been defer vedly puniftied for theii 
Sins> they ftiall at length be reflored to Peace and 
Tranquillity, the Nations whither they were driven 
being diffipated. Compare Ifaiah xli. 139 (^c* xliii. 
5, (^c. and Ixiv. 2. Jer. xxx. 10, 31. 

Having made thefe brief Obfervations, with re- 
ference to Jeremiah's Prophecies, about the Reftau- 
ration of the Jewsy we fhall proceed to Ez^kieL 
Now this Prophet being carried away to Babylon^ 
prophefied in thac Captivity ; nor have any other 
of the Prophets uttered ftrangc Vifions or Prophe- 
cies;. But we fhall only touch upon thofe which 
fecm to refer to fome Reftitution of the IfiacUtes^ 

after 
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ifrer tiieir Deliverance from f^i^Awf. For which 
Reafon. and that we may avoid Difputes, we ihall 
pafs dire£^iyto the thirty fourth Chapter, which 
treats of the Reftauration of the Jev^Sj under the 
Government and Reign of the AieJJlah {v. 8, 
23, 24.) or David the King. We find tha^ 
under his Proteftion theYoak of the Gentiles being 
thrown off, the yews (ball live fafe and happy« 
without being molefled with noxious wild Beafh^ 
or Enemies or any Sort; and (hall pafs their Pays 
in the profoundeft Peace» and the utmoft Plenty. 
The Prophet mentions all thefeCircuroftancesin chi& 
Chapter from the twenty fifth Verfe to the End, 
in the moft fignificant and copious Expreflions. Com- 
pare them with ^&^. xvi* tfo, 6iy (^c. xx. 33, 

In the thirty feventh Chapter we have an Ac- 
count of the Refurredion^ and quickning of the dry 
Bones; in which Reprefentation the Prophet gives a. 
very lively View of the Relhuracion of the yews^ 
being as it were a RefurreAion from the Dead. 
Compare /^Vf^ xxvi. ip. with ^0;^. xi. 15. Al* 
fo a real and literal Refurredion is here (h ado wed 
only; and if you underftand it of thefirft, I think 
it will not be far diftant from the Time of the y^pi^- 
i/h Reflauration. For both thefe times feemed to 
be connefted by D4»/>/, (c. xii. i.) ^hert Afkhael 
is faid to deliver the Children of IJracl from their 
cxtremeft Troubles ; the great Prince who ftandeth 
for the Children of thy People. 

Thefe Words were fpoken to Daniel about the 
Reftauration of the yews ; and then a proper and 
literal Refurredion is fubjoined, as immediately to 
follow, (v. 2.) j^d wanj that Jleep in the Dufi of 
the Earth Jball awakjt^ Sec. Thus far Daniel. But 
we muft enquire concerning what Reftauration of 
IJrael^ Eiaakiel is here difcourfing, according to the^ 
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exprK^ Tenor of bis Words ; he fays that at thul 
ixmtjudah and iyr^r/ (hall be united, and this Union 
was prefigured by the joining of two Sticks togp-* 
tber» (v. 1 5 .) He adds, that this Union wUl hap?* 
pen under X><n/iW their King. (v» ;&40 This denotes^ 
if I mifiake not,.fpme time which is yet futuref 
And if you are defirous of knowing the State and 
CharaAers of that future time, under the Reign of 
l)avid the King, hear what follows in the fitme Prcl^ 
phet, (c %xvfi\. 2f, z6j 27, z8.) upidthij: (hft 
IS fpeaking of the IJraelites) Jball dwell in the L4»4 
$hat I hdve givem ttnfo y^ffb my Servoffti wherein jomr 
fathers have dweU^ 4»d they (ball dwell thwkr^ eve^ 
they and their Children^ and their Children's ChUdreu 
fir ever J and my Servant Dofvid Jball be their Fripu 
fir ever. Moreover I will make a Covenant of feact 
with them J it Jball be an everlajiing Covenant with them^ 
and I will place them and mtdtifh thpn% and will Jet m^ 
SanBftary in themidfi of them for evermore* My 74* 
bernacle alji fhall be with them : yea J will be thei» 
Codj and they Jhall be my People, jind the Heathet^ 
Jball kisow that I the Lord do fanEtiff (fraely wbem 
rny SanSttary /ball be in themidfi of them fir pver^ 
fMore^ 

The Land of Canaan is here prorpifed to the y0^fs^ 
for an Habitation under i>47//4( the Servant of God^ 
and their Prince. And then a Covenant of perpcr 
tual Peace is made with them,* and the. Tabernacle 
^ SanAuary 0f God placed in the midfl: of theia 
ifor ever. And hence the Heathens . will know that 
God does for ever fandltfy IJrael. 

yht Jews may expeft thefe mighty Privileges;! 
in the Reign of the ^effudjy (ince they have nqt 
ps yet been fulfilled* That they arc not come to 
pa/^ is evident to all who by David th^Kiog unr 
jderftand thcil/^^iiib. And St. y^iEwin hkDeKripr 
tioq pf the ocw Jirufdem (^iv. ?pfi? 3.) rep^^ 
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thofe things which are fpoken about the Tabema<> 
de of God> which was tixed in the nudft of them 
(which the ChaUee Paraphraft rightly expounds con« 
c(!ming the majeftic Prefence of Goci>) therefore 
they l^bog to the faooe State and Time; and as 
yet are not fulfilled, but^ according to the fame St. 
Jehn^ are to take place sdFter the fubduing of Antw 
chrift. ^ ' ' 

But to proceed, the two following Chapters 
(xxxviii, and xxxix^ of Ez^kyh are taken up with 
an Accoutit of Gog and Mami and of a dreadful 
' War undertaken by them agamft Jfiael and the Pec* 
pie of God in the latter Days. But thefe Enemies 
being overthrqwn bv the Vengeance of Heaven* 
and with an immenfe Slaughter. God renews his 
Promifes to the IfiaelittSy and aflures them that by 
the pouring out of his Spirit upon the Houfe of 
Ifiofh he will for ever preierve them, (v* ;{.3. Set 
yocliu i8. mdZech. xii. loj 

All Interpreters are puzzled in their Expofitions 
of the War by Gog and Magog ; and no wonder if 
they defcend to Particulars. In general we may ob- 
ferve from this and other Prophecies, that a great 
and bloody War will preceed the End of this Worlds 
and the fupreme Redemption of the IfratUtes and 
People of God. This general Redemption of the 
Pious, and divine Vengeance On wicked Men, which 
is to be difplayed in the latter Days, is variouily 
prefigured in the prophetic Writings. Here, under 
the Name of a War, or wicked Rebellion, and 
fighting againft God, as in the Song of Mojis^ (Vtnt^ 
xxxii. 41, 41, 43.) other Prophecies are of a like 
Nature with this Place, (j^.xxiv, and Ixiii. Jotl 
iii. 10. Micbaxy. ix. Zefh. iii. 8. Zech* xiv. 
Rev. xy'u) Elfewhere this fame State and Time 
ftem to be reprcTented under the Name of the Cm 
of the Indignation of Gody to be poured out upon all 
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Nations and Wicked Men. {If. li. iz, 25* Pfxu 
6. andlxxv.S.y^r. xxv. 15. Rtv. xiv. 10.) More* 
over this Judgment or lafl Revenge of God upon 
his Enemies^ is fometimes reprefented in the Nature 
of •a Whirlwind or Tempeft, or Fire and Sulphur. 
(Jer. XXX. 2$) X4. Pf. xi. 6.) And E^^itl in 
this Place takes notice that about this fame time there 
vrill be a general Perturbation and Confufion of 
Nature, (v. 1 8, 19, zo.) Now as yet we have 
feen no Cataftrophes of this kind, either in the Na- 
ture of 'things or human AfiFairs; therefore thefe 
things feem naturally to refer to the End of this pre* 
fent World; when the obftinate Enemies of God 
are to be (^on fumed with Fire and Tempefts at the 
fecond coming of Chrift. ^Compare 2 Thef u 7^ 
8, -9, (^c. 2 Pet. iiu 7. Rev. xu ip.) 
' But when thefe things are accompliflied, what 
fliall become oflfiael? They Ihall be reftored, fays 
the Prophet, to their own Country, (v. 28.) And 
at laft' dofes the Prophecy with thefe Words, Nei- 
ther mil I hide mj Face any more from them : for 
I have foftred out mj Spirit upon the Houfe rffiiitb 
the Lord. 

You fee the Prophet here fpeaks abopt the lafl: 
Difperfion or Defolation of 7/r4tf/; fince their final 
und perpetual Reflitufion is to follow; together 
with the Manifeftation of the Face of God, or his 
majeftic Prefence ; for fo this Place is expounded by 
the Chaldee Paraphraft. 

Thus far as to our Argument ; I know not whe- 
ther we ought here to recal to memory thefe Words 
of the Prophet, ^rt thou he (c. xxxviii. 17.J 
(fpeaking of Gog and Magog) of whom I havejpokfu in 
old times by my Servants the Prophets of IfraeU which 
prophejied in thofe days^ many Teats^ that I would hing 
thee againjl them. 

Now 
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Now node of the ancient Prophets (as we ktiow 
of) befides EzAkjfU exprefly fpeak of Gog and Mt^ 
go£% coining againft IfioiU But as to the thing fig- 
nified, or the Deftrudion of God's Enemies by $x* 
traordinary Judgments in the latter Days, many Ob- 
fervations (as we have before obferved) are to be 
met with both in the more ancient and later Prophets. 
And I think this Place of EzAkitl is to be inter- 
preted after this manner. But I pafs by thefe^ and 
the Prophecies of Ez^ekiel about the Reftauration of 
IJrael. Neither fhall I now take an v notice of thofe 
things which follow, in Ez^kidj they being, alas I 
very obfcure* but wait till a fuller Light ihatt 
arife. 

Daniel comes after £«,ei^>/, in whofe Prophecy we 

meet with fome things> tbo' not fo many which 

concern our Argument. He often fpeaks about thei 

Kingdom of God, which is to be ereded in the lat* 

ter Days, and to be delivered into the Hand of the 

Son or Man, and his holy People. At length he 

mentions a mighty Conflift (c. xi.) between the 

Kings of the South and the North, by whom the 

Jfiaelites would be reduced to great Diftrefs, and at 

laft delivered by Michael their Prince, {c. xii. i.) 

Then there follows the Refurreftion of many, whichf 

agreeably to other Prophecies I underftand to have 

a Refpeft to the firft Refurreftion. The other 

Matters here treated of> are about the Computations 

of Times till the fixed End,' which is foreign to 

our prefent Defign. But God clearly (hews that 

the Difperfionpf the Jews Ihall at length have an 

End; nor can the Dilperfionbe otherwife finiftied 

than by a Recolleftion of the People difperfed. 

Therefore the Jfiaelites will be recolleded after a 

Time^ TimeSi and an half^ wherefoever this Myftical 

Period is to begin or terminate. Laftly, God affures 

Daniel^ that he ftiould Vani in his tot at the End of 
■^ - ^^ 
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the Ddjfs. Which ConAimmation I willingly aft- 
derftand (with diverfe of the JeTi^s) concerning the 
fmtnre WirUy or kOnO^ njTj when all things (haH 
ht rcftored* hti us now proceed to the minor 
Prophets* 
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Section II, 

* 

IN the prophetic Hiftory of future timci (^ wc 
have before obferved) we often meet with two 
general Heads, which are alternately repeatedi a State 
of War, and a State of Peace; or to fpeak more 
fully, a calamitous Condition, whether it be Cap* 
'tivity or Exile, and thofe Evils which accompaiiy 
them; or an open and bloody War. And then fot- 
lows a blefled Peace ; which Name comprehends not 
only an Immunity from War> but alfo alt manner 
of Delight and Profperity$ as well Temporal as Spi^ 
ritual* Contrary and extreme Eftates are frequently 
drawn by the Prophets in the moft lively Colours, 
and moft pathetic Oifcourfes. But we muft en^^ 
quire how far thefe Prophecies concern the Jews ox 
other Nations ; and wnat times> whether paft or 
future, the Prophets refer to. 

We will begm with Hofe4, in whofe Prophecy 
the following Places are to be taken notice or. In 
hb firft Chapter (v. j.) we find thefe Words- But 
I will have Mercj upon the Houfi of yniUh^ and wU 
five them by the Lord their God. The Prophet here 
ieems particularly to refer to Judah; but in the 
tenth and eleventh Verfcs, it follows; TeitheNum^ 
ber of the Children of Ifrael /ball be^ as the Sand of the 

$e0, which canm{. be meafired ttfir nnmhrei i and ii 
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ftmll cmi t^ps0i tkaf m tht PUcc whin H^wof Jiid 
fi^fUo tbif9H J^ ^^ ^^P ^ Pfoplfj there itjhaUbe fiid 
mua them^ je mfe Sem tfthe-livm God. Thmfball 
fhe ChfUfift ofjudahy ami the Udldren of Ifrad h 
nuhered ti^eiher, and ^tpfaint themfikw. am Heady aitd 
ph^ fbafl come up ont^thi Laud; feat great /haU h 
phi t>af efjeaureil. 

Here the Rederoptioo o£ Jndah and Ifiad is 
joined together^ aod the B^0ing equally proonifcd 
to both* But this did not take Place at the time 
of tbe[ Deliverance from the Baiyloni/b Captivity* 
nor has it yet happened fince that lime^ It there- 
fore reiBaios to be fulil&lkd ia the Kiogdooi af the 
Mfffiah, 

We obferved, that this Promife was not fulHlled 

by the Deliverance from Babjkni whethec we con^ 

iider the Nations which returned at that timet oc 

thdv Niunber> or their Head, and Captain. The 

ten Tribe$>. yrhom the Prophet here diftbguiflies 

by the Name of Ifiaa^j did not return iqto their 

OWQ Country at the End of the Captivity. £%r4 

noentionS: onJy the Tribes of Judah and Binjamm. 

{c* i. 5*} Perh^ you will £y, that indeed they 

did not go up by Hundreds, or in Troops, Uk^t 

the two Tribes beforementioned^ but that there 

were more of thefe mingiied with others, who eT- 

caped from the Jj^jriof^ Captivity, and joined them^ 

felves to the "^tm. But facred Hiftory mentions 

oaly thofe 'H\x^mNAi^hidriezss:M had carried away^ 

(E^jra ii. i. Nshem^ vii, 6.) Now this would 

not have been proper, if we muft add to them any 

Remains of the ten Tribes. 

. You fee that the Number of the whole Jewifk 

Nadon, which returned from Bakjlm% did not a-? 

fnoant to fifty tboufands according to the Compu^i* 

mionof JExr^s (c. it. 64^ d$.) zni Nehemiah. (r^ 

Vt tf^» ^7?) Npw hpw incon(?derable a Number 
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is this, if it be compared with the Number of the 
People^ taken by Davii% order, (2 Sam. xxiv. p.> 
or with that indefinite Eftimation, which the Pro* 
phet here ufes when he fays, Ani the Nnmher §f 
yudah and IJraelJhaU be as the Sand of the Sea, which, 
cannot be meafitred nor numbred^ and they Jball com» 
up out of the Land together : that is, whither they 
were difperfed. Now fifty thoufand Men may ca- 
fily be numbred ; nor is it probable that the Pro- 
phet would have compared 10 fmall a Number to 
the Sand of the Sea, by which we ufed to denote 
innumerable Multitudes. Thus God faid, that he 
would multiply the Seed ofAbrd^am as the Sand of the 
Seay (Gen. xxii. 17O to which Place the Prophec 
here feems to allude, ufing the fame JPhrafeology* 

Thus much as to the Number and Tribes. There' 
remains a third Obfervation, jind they Jball appoint 
them/elves one Head. Some here would have Zerub^ 
babel to be under ft ood, who was the Captain of the 
People, who returned from Babylon. But this in-» 
terpretation leans on a falfe Hypothefis, or at leaft 
on what is not granted, viz,, that the Propliet has 
here nothing in his Eye, beyond the Reftauratioa 
from Babylon. Now we have (hewed, if I miftake 
ftot, that That Reduftion does not anfwer or prove 
adequate to the Words or Defign of this Prophecy, 
and Zerubbabel died before any other Deliverance 
happened to the Jews. Wc readily grant that Ze^ 
ruhbahel was a Type of the Mejfiahy and that De- 
liverance a Figure of a greater and future one under 
the Meffiah ; but it was not the only and ultimate 
Article which the Prophet defigned to point out : 
The Chaldee Paraphraft adds^ here by way of Inter- 
pretation, they (hall appoint themfrives one Prince 
of the Houfe of Davidy which Exppeflion ufually ^ 
denotes the MeJ/kh^ by way of Eminence. And 
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the generality of £xpofitors» as well Jewifli a$ 
Chriflianj agree in the fame Expofition. 

Some of thofe who refer this Promife to the 
times of the Mejjiah^ are of Opinion^ that it was 
fulfilled in the calling and Converfion of many 3^^ 
at Chrift's firfl; Appearance, and in the Beginning 
of the Gofpel. But I think there are many Con- 
fiderations which may hinder us from believing that 
this Prophecy then met with its full Completion. 
For what AfTembly of the j€w$ do we find at f his 
time ? What folemn and joyful Meeting ? Where 
was their Afcenfion to the Land of JunUa or J^rn^ 
fdem i Or where fuch ereat Multitudes as to be 
compared to the Sand ot the Sea? 

As to what concerns the Multitude^ perhaps fome 
may fay* that all the Faithful were then reckoned 
Ifiaelitcs, and the Seed o£jihrahamy altho* they were 
originally Foreigners and Heathens. I anfwer, it is 
true that as to the Divine Acceptance all fuch were 
accounted IJraeUtes i but the Prophet principally 
fpeaks concerning the native Hebrews^ concerning 
yndah, and Ifi^uU the ten Tribes, and the two Tribes, 
and the Union of them. In a Word> he fpeaks 
about a People deftitute and forfakep, which is not 
fo agreeable to the Gentiles ; yet we do not intend 
to exclude the Gentiles (fince Part of this Prophe- 
cy \% accommodated to them by St. ?aid) {Rom, ix. 
25, 2<^0 nor rdo we imagine that every particular 
Perfon among the Jews is included, but only as 
many of them as ihaJl acknowledge yefusof Na^ja* 
nth to be the true MeJJiah (either at his firft or 
fecond Appearance) and fliall cleave unto him. In 
fine, Hojia here treats about fome notable Keftau- 
ration ox J$idah and Ifratl^ (not to be brought about 
gradually, and minutely, but at once, fince ffreatjhali 
is the Daj of Jtx^ud) which for the Reafons above- 
mentioned 
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Mentioned feems very probably not to be accotin 
pliftied. 

Tlie Propfcet in the fecond Chajpter (from the 
X 4<^ Verfe to the End) purfues the ume Subjeft ctf 
the ^Jttvi R^eftauration, and adorns h with fo many 
Privileges, that wc cannot well refer it to any pan 
Eftate of the Jtws*. The Prophet promifes the 
profoundeft Peace and Security^ abundance of all 
things, and that Heaven and Earth fbail be propi- 
tious to them ; and laftly^ that God the Fonnttini 
of all Bleffings, w31 be their Friend and DireAor. 
The Propfcct*s Difcourfc on rhcffe Heads is too long 
to tranfcribe here> and may better be confulred ^ 
the Reader at bis Leifure. 

The fame Prophet thus defcribes the defbbte Con- 
dition of the Xfrattitesy when they were deftitute of 
Government, and facred Rites for many Days^ jf^« 
ii]» 4.) For the ChiUren ef IJrMct fifoU atidi ^am 
Days mthom 4 King^ and mfhoMt k Prince, and wi$6* 
cut a Sucr^cey and withont an Imagey and wibem ate 
tphody and iffithcm Terodhim. 

However you tmderftand the latter Part of tbefc 
Words, they mnft be referred to facred Things^ as 
the former to P§lftkal. You fee the jfei^j were fiwr 
a long time deprived of both, but what follows t 
Shall this Deflation continue for ever ! by no 
means, for the Prophet adds fv. 5.) Afterward JIM 
the Children ef Ifrael return^ and feek the Lard theft 
Cody and J^jruid their JGng, and fbtUl fear the Lerdy 
and his Goodnefs in the Utter Dajs. 

The more celebrated Expofitors, as well among 
the Jews as the Chriftians, by David the Kingy here 
underftand the SonofP/rviW, byway ofEminencyf 
namely, the MeJJiahy who is by thic Prophets fre- 
quently Ayled Davidf or King Davids as we have 
before obferved. Now this being laid as a Foun-< 
datian, the Confequence will be, that the Jewf 
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will at lafl: return atid embrace the MeJJtahi and 
chat in the latter Days, after Jong Delays and Mi<* 
feries. Now if thefe things are fo, what have we 
to do with Zcrubbdd initead of the MeJJUh \ or 
how can thefe Prophecies be reftrained to the Babj^ 
bnijb Captivity and Deliverance ? This indeed has 
been done by the very learned H. Grotiusy defervedly 
famous for his Comments on the Evangelic^ Wri- 
tings, but lefs difcerning (in my Opinion) in his 
Exposition of the Prophets : He often jputs Zcrub'- 
bdM in the Room of the M^ffMh^ and endeavours 
to accommodate the Babjhnijb Tranfa£):ions to every 
Place and Time, whether paft or future ; contrary 
to the Tenor of the Prophecies, as we have before 
iiiewed. It feems alfo that thole things which the 
Prophet mentions in the eleventh .Chapter (t/. 8, Sf» 
iOy II.) are to be preferred to the Reftauration of 
Jfiael: As alfo what he fpeajcs in the fourteenth 
Chapter {v. 4, 5.) about their flouri(bing EftatCi 
and being watered with the Dew of Heaven. 

Thus much for Hofia. Joel follows in Canoni- 
cal Order: But Amos is efteeroed more ancient; 
and he is chiefly taken up in denouncing Slaughter 
and Puni(hment, as well againft Gentiles as aege- 
nerate and ^as it were^ defecrated Jews. Yet in the 
End of his Prophecy, he promifes after the great 
Diefolation, that the Tabernacle of David ihould be 
rellored, and the iBreaches thereof clofed. And thac 
tliey ihould extend their PofTeflions thro* the Land 
oiEdom^ and of all the Heathen : And kftly a per- 
petual Peace, and Plenty of all things. The Words 
of the Prophet aiK thefe. C^. ix. ii, 12.) 

In that Day mil I raiji ho the Tabernacle of David 
that is fallen, and chje ssp the Breaches thereof; and I 
mU rmfe up his RstinSy andlv/ill build it as in the Dajfs 
ofoldj thatthtj maj pojfefs the ttemnant of Edons, and 
of all the Hedthcn "which are called bj Uame^ faith the 
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Lordi that doeth this. (He then difcourfes about 
Peace, and Plenty of good Things.) 

Behold the Days comey faith the Lord (v. ij, 14,* 
1 5 .j that the Plow-man Jball overtake the Reaper y aid 
the Treader of GrapeSy him that foweth Seed; and the 
Mountains Jhall drop fweet Winty and all the Hills /hall 
melt. Aad I mil bring again the Captivity of mj 
People of IJraely and they fhatl bnild the wafie Cities, 
and inhabit them; and they fljoll plant f^neyardsy and 
drink^the Wine thereof; they /hall aljo make Gardens^ 
and eat the Fruit of them, ^d I will plant them $fpcn 
their Land, and they /hall no more be pulled $tp out of 
their Land which I have given themy fiith the Lard 
thy God. 

Behold here a happy Portion^ and noble ProroiTes f 
like a perpetual Spring after a (harp Winter* But 
we muft enquire to whom thefc Promifes belong; 
and then at what time they have been fulfilled, or 
yet remain to be accompliihed. Now it is plain 
that they principally concern the Jews, under which 
Name I comprehend both IJrael and Judah. Thcf 
Prophet delivered this Sermon to the People of the 
Jews^ to them he direded his Pifcourfe, and treated 
about their Affairs. Thefe Bleflings here promifed 
belong to the fame Perfons againft whom he had 
before denounced Judgments in the former Part of 
the Chapter. And the Captivity and the Redemp- 
tion are foretold of the fame People, where the 
Wound was given, there alfo was the Remedy ap- 
plied. 

Now if thefe illuflrious Promifes belong to the 
yews^ fay, at what time were thev accompliihed. 
Not at the Deliverance from the Babylonip Capti- 
vity; for then there was no fuch joyful Face of 
things, as the Prophet here delineates, either with 
rcfped to Nature or Fortune. The Jews were for 
a long time hindered and interrupted, while they 
^ '" " were 
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wir? rebuilding their Temple and City, and molefted 
^y-thcir neighbouring Enemies* And when they 
had, according to their Ability, rebuilt their Tem- 
ple, this (econd Strufture npt only fell ftiort of the 
former in Magnificence, but alfo wanted the Scht^ 
ehtnahy and other illuftrious Monuments of the di- 
vine Favour. And prefentjy from that time, evert 
till the Days of our Saviour, all Prophecy, and 
every eminent and fingular Qift of that Nation, 
ceafed. 

j^efides, as we have before obfcrved, the Jewx 
ftruggled with many and great Inconveniencies un- 
der the Kings of SjrUy that they could fcarce gaia 
a breathing time, or refpite, from thefe Moleftations* 
At laft they were driven from their Country, and 
difperfed all over the World. Befides I muft again 
obferve^ that this Deliverance from Babylon was noc 
uni verfal, fince thofe who were then brought back 
made up but a little, or no Part of Ifiael If you 
compare this with the Words of the Prophet, you 
will fee that it is fo far from anfwering every Part 
of the Prophecy, that it will indeed agree with no 
iiDgle Branch of it. 

Therefore this Prophecy^ fo far as it concerns the 
Jovit has not been fulfilled. But this Predidioa 
of Ams is fuppofed to be referred by St. Jamet 
io an Apoftolical Synod (,J8ti xv. 13, ^c.) to the 
Conver/ion of the Gentiles. But he has not fo far 
reftrained it fo as to exclude the Jews. St. Jama 
affirms, that the Gentiles are to be called firft (agree- 
able to thofe firft Fruits exhibited by St. Peter) as 
the Praphett mtnejfed. And that afterwards the Ta- 
bernacle of David is to be raifed, and the refidue 
of th^ Nations to be gathered together. Thefe things 
we willingly grant 5 yet I cannot therefore believe, 
that all the Parts of this Prophecy of j^mos were 
fulfilled by this Con verfion of the Gcotiles. There 
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are none but will acknowledge) that this Predidioft 
does in fome meafure concern the Jtwsi I think> 
indeedi that it does principally regard them, and 
others but in a fecondary manner. For the Prophet 
at firft fpeaks concerning a great Defolation (v. Z.) 
and about a Redudion from a State of Captivity. 
Now how do thefe things agree with the Gentiles? 
How can they be drawo or wrefted to their State ? 
Befides, the Prophet fpeaks concerning Breaches 
and Ruins, and afterwards about rebuilding and 
reAoring them to a former Condition. What has 
this to do with the Gentiles, either already con- 
verted, or that are yet to be turned. 

Here is mention madeof theReftitutionofStruc* 
turcs and Cities to their former Condition. Now 
if it be underftood concerning the Gentiles, I ask 
to what ancient State did they return, by the Preach- 
ing of the Gofpel? they certainly came to one en- 
tirely new, having altogether forfaken their ancient 
Cuftoms. I do not here infift upon the Proraife 
that their Fortunes Ihall be reftored, and all things 
become more delightful. Now thofe among the 
Heathens who embraced the Chriftian Faith at the 
fame time alfo, were obliged, to take up the Crofs 
of Chrift, and fo rendered themfelves lefs capable of 
public Honours and Preferments ; becoming by that 
very Aftion obnoxious to the fierceft Perlecutions. 
Let us repeat the laft Verfe of the Prophet; jind I 
tihU plant them up$n their Land^ and they fljall no men 
h pulled tip out of their Land, which I have given them, 
frith the Lord thj God. Thus much as to Amos. 

The Prophet Joel forewarns the Jews of thofe 
future Evils which hung over them by reafon of 
their Iniquities> and exhorts them to fafting. and 
Repentance. And after he has mentioned many 
Judgments of God, he ihews that the Deity would 
yet be propitious, and the State of the J^ws be-' 

com^ 



MkA< 



of ti^e Jews. 51 

come happy. C^, ii. 18.) Then will the Lord be jca- 
has for bis Land, and pity his People: jea the Lord 
will anjwer, and Jay unto his People ^-Behold I will fend 
joH Corny and Wine, and Oily and je fjall he fktisfied 
therewith: and I will no more make yon a Reproach 
among the Heatheny Sec. And thea repeating the 
fame matter he fays, (v. 25, zy.) jind je (hall eat, 
and be fatisfied andpraife the Name of the Lord your 
Cod that hath dealt wondrofifly with jom: and my. 
People /ball never be ajhamed, (or confounded.) I 
fhall not at prefent confider the Import of thefc 
Phrafes, (ince rhcy fo often occur in the Writings^ 
of the ProphetS) and make as it were a fort of pro-, 
phetic Common Place. I underftand that the jfws 
are here promifed future Liberty, and abundance of 
all good things, nor fhall thefe Blef&ngs be any;, 
more taken away* 

But perhaps you will fay the ufe and value of 
temporal good things, is but very mean, dubious^. 
and infignificant, unlefs they are joined with fpiri-> 
tual. I erant it, therefore we find a Prortiife of 
thefe moft holy Gifts going along with them, ^d 
it fhall come topafs ffays the Prophet^ (v. 28, 2p.) 
afterward^ that I will pour out my Spirit upon all Flefhf 
and your Daughters fhall frophejy^ your old Af en /ball 
dream Dreams ^ your young Men (hall fee Pljions. And 
alfo upon the Servants^ and upon the Hand^maids in 
thofe Days will I pour out my Spirit. 

St. Peter applied this celebrated Prophecy to the 
EfFufion of the Holy Spirit on the Apoflks. And 
indeed very properly. For that was an illuftrious 
Demonflration of divine Power. But he did not 
thereby exclude the filture Completions of the fame 
Prophecy. Let us hear what follows in the fame 
Prophet 5 [v. 30, ^i.) And I will fhcw wonders in 
the HeavenSi and in the Earthy Bloody and Fire, and 
Pillars ofSmokg. Tht Sun fhall be turned into Dark^ 
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nefsj and the MiWH into Bloody before the fftst and the 
terrible Vaj of the Lord come. Were thefe things 
tfccompliflied on the EfFufion of the Holy Ghoft 
en the Apoftles^ Surely no Man will a0ert it. 
Therefore what great and terrible Day of the Lord 
is it which the Prophet here points out \ If this. 
World is to be confumed by Fire, as St. Peter ex- 
prefly teaches us in his fecond Epiftle, (c. \iu 79 
XO9 I z.) and^St. PmH alfo affirms m his firft Epiftle 
to the TheJfMonianSy (c. u 7.) fuch Signs as thefe. 
we are fpeaking of will necefTarily go before and ac- 
company the univerfal Conflagration, when all Na- 
ture fliall be diflblved, as we have elfewhere (hewn^«. 
Our Saviour alfo tells us ofthefameProdigiesrwhich, 
:^e to appear before the coming of the Son of Man 
ifi the Clouds of Heaven* (Matt. xxiv. 2r9> 30> 
31.^ which I can no other ways interpret than witiv, 
xeference to his fecond Advent, at the End of the 
World. There yet therefore remains a farther Com- 
pletion of the lame Promife toward the End of the 
World, when that great Day of the Lord fhall ap- 
proach, which (hall burn like a Furnace againft the . 
Wicked, and (hall devour them as Stubble; but. 
to the Pious it (hall be like the rifing Sun,w4th re- 
freihing and falutary Rays ; as the Prophet MalacU 
Qbferves* {c. iv.) . Having made thefe Remarks it 
appears, that the Interpretation of the Apoftle may 
have its full force, and yet according tp the Wwds . 
o(Joel we may look for an EfFufion oif. the Holy 
Spirit on the Jews in the latter Days ; nor only aa 
the yewsi but on the Gentiles alfo, for it fo0ows. 
in the fame Prophet, ./^ it pall come to pafi^ that 
whofiever Jfyall call on the Name of the Lord (that iS; 
tlie Mejfiah^ with a true Faith and upright Mind) 
P^all be delivered; for in Mount Siony and in Jerujk* 

J thiorjr of tkc Eirth, Book III. Chap. 2. 
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kmy fhall h DeUvnancey as the Lord hath JUdy 4md 
in the Remnant ivhom the LordflMll cM. 

Theft things eminently refpeA the Jews. Thif 
fame Prophet in his third Chapter, after the bring- 
ing back the Captivity of JudMs and Jemfalemy^^^^ 
claims a dreadful War between the Jews and the Uen- 
tiles ; and then in the clofe of his Prophecy he proK 
ihifes the Jtws^ that they fliall be in a happy Con- 
dition, which ihall endure for ever. (t/. i 8» to the 
end.; But we muft take fome farther Notice of this 
great War, mentioned by the Prophet. It will 
iound like Thunder throughout the World, and 
flaih around it like Lightning. The Apparatus and 
Denunciation of this War are fo very lolemn, the 
Troops of the Warriors fo numerous, and the Slaugh- 
ter fo difmal, that they can fcarcely be reprefented 
in any Words different from thofe of the Prophet, 

who has thus defcribed theml (y. 9 17.^ fro^ 

claim ye this among the Gentiles*^ frepare War^ wakf 
up the mighty Men^ let all the Men of War draw near, 
let them come up. Beat your plow-fiears into Swords, 
and your Pruning-book^s into Spears; let the weak^faj 
I am ftrong. ^Jfemble yonr filvesj and come aU yt 
Heathen^ and gather your felves together round about i 
thither canfi the mighty ones to come down^ O Lcrdl 
Let the Heathen be wM^ened, and ctfme up to the Fatty 
of Jehopaphat : for there will I Jit to judge all tht 
Heathen round about. Put ye in the Sickle^ for the 
Hatveft is ripe 5 come get you down^ for the Prejs is 
fuUj the Fats overflow^ for their Wicktdnefs is great. 
Multitudes^ Multitudes^ in the Falley of Decijiou ': for 
the Day of the Lord is near, in the Fa' ley ofDeciJion. 
The Sun and the Moon fhall be darknedj and the Stars 
Jball withdraw their fhinlng. The Lord alfo (hall roar 
out ofSion^ and utter his Foicefrom Jerufalem^ and the 
Heavens and the Earth Jball /bake ; but the Lord wilt 
be the Hope of his People^ and the Strength of the Chil^ 
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i^ri^n 9fJfraeL So Jhallje kpow th^ I am thg Lord 
joHT God, dwellings in Sion^ mj holy Mountain : then 
jbaU JernfaUm be holjt and t hire /ball no Strangers 
pafs thro* her anj more. 

That wemay underftand this Prophecy j.wc muft 
firftofall enquire about what War, the Prophet 
here fpeaks; Whether of one paft or future? And 
nfterwards we muft conCder what Place and People 
are here referred to. And laftly, what State of 
thipgs he points out after the War is finiflied : As 
to the firft of thefe, which is the time of this War, 
it is without Pifputey that it was not paft when 
this Prophecy was written, for otherwise it muft 
have an Hiftory, and not a Prophecy. On wc 
undeifliand it concerning the jijfyrian or Chaldean 
Wars, for the Jws were conquered and led into 
taptiyity by thofe Enemies; but here we fee the 
7wi will be Viftorious, and all their Enemies con- 
Jounded, nor Ihall Jerufakm be any more trodden 
down by the Gentiles, nor ihall Strangers pafs thro* 
her any more. Hence we may eafily find an An* 
fwer to*tbe fecond Enquiry; Judea will be the 
Seat and Theatre of this War; the Lord (Tays the 
Prophet) will roar eta of Ston, and utter his ' Fiicc 
from Jerufklemx (v. i6.) Befides this Battel is 
iald tote in the" Valley of Jehojhaphat (y. z, 12.^ 
a King of the Jews; by which no doubt feme cer- 
tain! Place in the Land of Judea is denoted. The 
Prophet indeed feems to allude to that Valley, where 
Xjoq formerly confounded and deftroyed (for the 
iprefervation oi Jehojhaphat) the Heathens who were 
^gathered together againft IJrael^ (i Chron. xx*) viz,. 
the Children of ./Immon, Aioab, and the Inhabitants 
pf Mount Seir. In like maiMier ftho' more dread- 
ful; a prodigious Multitude of diver fe Nations are 
heiie gathered together agaiQftj and to d^Rvoy 3 IfiaeL 
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According as Jehoflufhat^ faid, (v. ii.j Thty 
€Otm to caji us out ofthj PoJfeJJion, which thou haftgivtu 
MS to inbirit. 

Thus thefe Places and Tranfaftions anfwer to 
each otherf as the Type to the Ante-Type. There- 
fore the Land of Canaam is the principal Scene of 
thefe Occurrences, as is xnanifeft from the whok S^- 
riesof the Narration. In thefe Fields, or the Con- 
fines of them, will the fatal Battel be decided. la 
which by the Care and Guardianlhip of the fupreme 
Being (as in that o( Jehofiaphat) the Seed of j4hra^ 
bdm will gain the Vi6:ory. 

But fo great and difmal (if I miftake not^ is this 
laft Trageay of the World, that it is worth our 
while to enquire whether there be any other Ac- 
count of this fame Battel, in the prophetic Writings, 
Now I think this War is the fame with that of Gogg 
^tidM^o^j mentioned by £«^i^^/; (c. xxxviii.and 
xxxix.) for both of them happen in the Land of 
IJraelj and againft the Jews after their Return from 
Captivity. The Troops of both Hofts are very 
numerous^ gathered together from diverfe Parts o£ 
the World, and various People ; fo mighty that they 
were not to be vanquifhed by human but divine 
Power. Moreover, after this Slaughter and Vidory, 
there is to be no future Captivity, Difperfion, De- 
folation, or Oppreffion of the Jnvsy but joyful 
and quiet times, as both the Prophets juft now men- 
tioned do foretel. Confult the Place of Ez^ki4 
with our (hort Remarks upon it. 

I am alfo inclined to interpret that Prophecy of 
Daniel {c. xii. i.) concerning this War, where he 
foretells what fevere Straits, and imminent Dangers 
(hould attend the Jews. But fays he, they fhall be 
delivered by Michael the great Prince (under which 
Name I underfland Jehovah the MeJJiah) who (hall 
ftand for the Children of thy People, as the Angel 
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informs DanieL And it feems the more probabfe, 
that this Calamity of the Jni^s is the fame with 
that formidable Incurfion defcribed by jfer/, (Dan» 
xii. 2* j^0^/ iii. 13, t^.) becauie in both Places 
we have a Reprefentation of the laft Afflidioncf the 
yews; for the Refurreftion of the Dead follows the 
one, and the Harveft of the World the' other, at 
the Approach of the Day of the Lord. 

Farther to pafs on to the ChrifUan Oracles, the 
Battel in Armageddon^ mentioned in the Revelations^ 
(c. xvi. iz, i;, 14.) feems to me to be the fame 
•with thofe of Ex^kl^l and Joel. It is to happeo 
under the fixth Vial, and then there follows (if 
I niiftake not) in the feventb, the Deftruftion of 
the World. That Expreffion, It is donCf . has a Re^ 
ference to the Drama of the World, the Myftery 
of God is finifhed. In this Battel at Armageddon^ 
the Troops of the Dragon, the Beafi^ ^ndfdlfiPro- 
fhet are gathered together. We doubt this Battel, 
whatever it be^ is not as yet paft ; no more than thofc 
defcribed by the Prophets. Nor is there any thing 
as I know of) which can hinder us from fuppofing 
that this Battel fpoken of in the Revelation is th^ 
fame with thofe foretold by the Incient Prophets. 
They agree as to the timei nor can they ever hap- 
pen from more numerous Troops, or more enraged 
and avowed Enemies. Armageddon is a Hebrew 
Word, and feems to denote fome Place in Judea ; 
and it is faid to be the Battel of that great Day of 
God Almighty. If Places, Times, and the Appa- 
ratus and Denomination of the War agree among 
/fhemfclves, nothing that vet appears can ' hin<ier, 
but that it is one and the fame future Battle, which 
j$ foretold by the Prophets both of the Old and 
the New Teftament. Befides the fixth and feventh 
Vials feem to be Contemporary with the feventh 
Trumpet. (Rev. xi.) Now alter ih€ Souoding of 
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that Trumpet the times were twofold, forrowfu) 
and )oyful ; a third Woe is pronouncedi which de» 
iiotes Calamity ; and then as if a Vi&ory had been 
gained, all Heaven refounded with triumphant 
Voices, (v, ij. ) Th$ Kmg4oms gf tMsWcrUart 
l^ecome the King^m rf ow AArd^ 4M iff his Chrifi^ 
And he JbaU reign far ever 4m4 ^ver. But favs tb( 
Prophet [v. i%.) The Nations were dngry becsufi 
the Wrash of Cod was come^ and tbo time of the Vead 
that thejjkottid he judged^ Sec. Apd laltly he ia- 
f prms u$9 (lail Verfe) th^t the Tensfle of God W4$ 
t^ened in ffeaven^ and there was fien inhisTemple tk$ 
Jlrkiof his Teftament. By which Words (thatfeve^ 
^al timei occur in this Prophecy) the Remembrance 
of that ancient Covenant whicn was with the Jews 
is renewed. But to return to yqeL 

All the Circumftances of this War are fo dread<> 
fnl and melancholy, that many refer this tragital 
Scene to the Day of Judgment and Diflolution of 
the World. Neither afl(i I much averfe to fuch an 
Interpretation, for thefe Cataftrophes are joined to* 
gether, or contiguous ; and are frequently involve4 
by the Prophets in the fame Predidion. Here al- 
fo are the manifeft Signs and Tokens of both» 
ns^mely of a Preparation for War, and alfo of the 
Day of Judgment} now each of thefe is ftyled, by 
the Prophets, the D^y of the Lerdy or the ffnas Daj 
^fthe Lord. 

There now remains only the third Enquiry, that 
wfe confider thofe things which follow in Joel a» 
bout the happy State ofthe Jews aft;er their Keftau* 
ration. Now he gives us the following Account 
{Joel iii. i3« i<^ 10, 21J jind it fh^U come to 
fofs in that Dau that the Mottntains JbaU drop down 
Hew Wmot and the Hills /ball pw^ with Milkf and all 
the Rivers of Judah JbaU fUw with tTofers, and a 
\ Fomaift Jball comefkth ofthe Mt^fi rfflf^l^^rd^ and 
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fudl w^er the f^allej ofShittim. Egjft fhdll be 4 De* 
fiUtioHy and Edom Jball be a defiUue Wildemefs^ for 
jthe Violence againfi the Children of yudah^ becaufe thejf 
bavejhed innocent Blood in their Land. Butjudah 
fbaU dwell for ever, and Jerufaiem from Generation 
to Generation. For I wiU cleanje their Blood that I 
have not cleaHjedj fir the Lord dwelleth in Sion. 

Here (as in many other Places) the Jews are 
promifed> upon their Reftauration, abundance of 
outward ^ood things, Remiflion of their Sins^ and 
the pecuhar Prefehce of God. To thefe we may 
iadd the famous Prophecy of Balaam. (Numb, iu 

5* — 9. 

• Thus much concerning JoeL The Prophets 
Which immediately follow, may be ftyled interme- 
diate* for feveral of them treat on fome particular 
Subjeft. Thus yonah gives us the Hiftory of his 
tmbafly to the Ninevites, And Nahum alfo begins 
with the Burden of Nineveh. Obadiah forerels the 
forrowful Fate of Edom (under which Name the 
Tewifti Interpreters underftand the Romans) for his 
Perfecution of yacoby and there mentions the Re- 
ftaurarion of jacob^ and the dreadful Deftruiftion 
of E/an. (v. 17, 18.) And laftly EJoh being 
judged and coodemned, the Kingdom (fsiys. he) JhaU 
be the Lords. 

The other intermediate Prophets are Micah^ Ha- 
hak^k^ and Zephaniah. Micah (harply reproves the 
yews for their Sins and Prevarications, yet he pro- 
itiifes a Colleflion and Reftauration of yacob and 
Ifiaeh (c. ii. 11, 13.) and afterwards pronounces 
rhat famous Oracle \c. \v,) concerning the Lord's 
Mountain being efhblifhed and exalted above the 
Hills in the laft Days. And all People (fays he^ 
fhall flow unto it. All underftand this Prophecy 
to refer to the Reign of the MeJJiah, or his coming, 

cither the firft or the fecond tigae; Which of them 
^ r - ----^ focver 
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ibever you take^ a mofi perfeft Peace muft go along 
with it, and a Plenty of all good things, (y. 5, 4.) 
There alfo appears fome peculiar Dominion to be 
promifed to Ifrael at that Time. {v. 8, and 13.) 
And in the laft Chapter after the Triumph oilfi^l 
over bis Enemies ("his Sins being forgiven^ we meet 
* with this ConcluHon, Thou wilt ftrform the Truth, and 
the Mercj to j^rdham^ which thou hafi /worn unto 
QMt Father from the. DurfS of old. Now it is welt 
known what thofe Promifes were, which were given 
' to the Fathers : But they can never be performed, 
neither can Ifrael be delivered, if the Sons of jAra* 
ham^ IJoMC and Jacoby muft fuffer a perpetual Ba- 
nishment, and be for ever driven from the Land of 
Promife. 

Nor could thefe Prophecies of Micah be accom- 
pli Ihed by the Redemption and Return from £4- 
hjlon. The Prophet Ipeaks in the abovementioned 
Places, concerning the Nation's being fubdued, and 
Dominion obtained, and that then this happy State 
of the Jews fliould immediately follow. Now they 
neither enjoyed fuch Blei&ngs at thC time when 
the Prophecy was written, nor at any time £nce» 
nor at this prefent Day ; this Peace and Reftaura- 
cipn therefore await that People in God's appointed 
time. 

It is generally agreed on by Jewidi and Chriftian 
Expoficors, that the Prophet Mk^ in his fifth 
Chapter difcourfes about the MeJJiahy and it is faid 
that he (baU be a Ruler in Ifrael, (v. 2, and 4.) and 
JhaU fied (that is fhall reignj in the Strength of the 
Lord, and in the Majefij of the Name of the Lord 
kit Gody for he frail be great unto the Ends of the 
Earth. 

Thefe Expreffions denote Royal Authority, and 
fuch fupreme Dominion, as Chrift did not exercife 
ac bi$ nrft Appearance^ which was mean, and hum- 

blev 
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ble: But he will difplay it at his fecond glorious 
and powerful Advent. Then the Prophet proceeds 
to difcourfe about the future Profperity of the 
^€ws and Genti)es» all forts of Efiemies being rrampkd 
down) {v. 7, and %.) And the Renmam of j0cA 
fkMl be in th midji ofmanj Peopky as a Dew from the 
Ijordy and as the Shdwers upon the Gtafu^—As a Ljtm 
among the Be^fts of the Foreftt as a joung Lion among 
the Ftockl of Sheep: who ifbegothronghy hothtreamm 
Jounti and teareth in Pieces^ smd none can deliver. 

Some would have thefe Prophecies to concern the 
times of the Maccabees i but they cannot be fairly 
brought to do this. According to this prophetic 
Defcription^ this Dominion over the Nations, which 
is to extend thro* the Earthy muft take Place after 
the Birth of the Meffidj. And how great foevcr 
the Succefs of the Maccabees was over the Syrians^ 
there followed afterwards a greater Oppreffion under 
the Romans I neither is the Yoke as yet caft off, 
much lefs have they obtained that Dominion ovei" 
the Nations which is here predi£led. 

After the Prophet Nahunsy whom we have al- 
ready* taken a brief View of, /At^^i^follows, who 
denounces many Judgments againit the Jems and. 
Chaldeans: And in the third Chapter, which iscallect 
a Hymn or Fryer of the Prophet^ he foretels future 
Salvation to Jfiaely and Defirudion to the Nations. 
(v. iz, i;.) But it is principally taken up in the 
Defcription of the glorious and terrible coming of 
the Lord ; of which we (hall find an Account alfo 
in Zachariah. 

Zephaniah in his two firft Chapters foretels the 
fivere and heavy Judgments of God upon Offendeit, 
as well among iht Jews ^ Gentiles; and he purfues the 
£^ne SubjeA to the middle of the third Chaptery 
where he begins a Difcourfe about the Kingdom 
and Days of the Meffidt^ and purfues it to the Endl* 
of the third Chapter. T "^"" ^ He 
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He (after the Maimer of the Prophets) difcour- 
jes^ of fprrowful Events before he mentions the 
)<^ul oneS) and declares that the Wrath of God 
will be poured out upon the Nations and King-* 
doms that were tunmltuoufly gathered together* 
("Chap* iii. 8.^ his Words are thefe. Therefore wmt' 
jfi tf09i mei fidth the Lardy $$mU the Daj that I rlfi^ 
uf to the- Trej : for mj Determination is to gather the 
Nations^ that I may ajfemtle the KingJoms to four ttfon 
them mine Indignation, even ail mj fierce jinger^ far 
all the Earth fbaU be devonred with the Fire ^ nrf^ 
JeaHanfie, Tne Jewifh Interpreters expound thi9 
concerning the famous War with Gog and Magog : 
It is indeed fome notable Congregation and Slaugn* 
ter of the HeatlxnSf from whence arifes a brighter 
Fate to IJrael. For then (fays he in the following' 
Verfe^ phU I turn to the People a pure Language^ 
that they may aU call upon the Name of the lardy te 
ferve him with one Confine. And then he goes ony 
(v. II.) In that Day thou (halt not be ajbamed for 
all thy DoingSy &c. And a little after there follows* 
the Triumph oi IJraiely Qu. 14) and 15.) Singy O' 
Daughter ef Zion^ fbotte^ O Ifiael, be glad and rejoice » 
&c. after the Manner of the Forty feventh Pfalm^ 
^See alfo Ifaiah c. xii. and c. liv.) And laftly^ ha- 
ving added divers other Things which concern this 
Subjed, he concludes the Prophecy with thefe 
Words, At that time Willi bring you agdny even in 
the Time that I gather you^ for I will make yon a 
Namcj and a Praife amoxg all People of the Earthy 
when I turn baek^your Captivity hefore your Eyes, 
faith the Lord, 

I think this evidently relates to fome glorious 
Reftauration of IJraely and Slaughter of their Ene-^ 
mksy to the moft exalted and permanent Joy of 
Siony and the extraordinary Prcfence and Protedioa 
of God. Wherei I pray> ihaU w« find thefe excel* 
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lent Gifts in Times that are paft ? The y^ivs 
did not experience thefe upon their Deliverance 
from Babjhn^ much lefs at the coming of Chrift^ 
and from that Time they have been tofled hither 
and thither, like Waves driven by the Wind. Bur 
there yet remains a fecond coming of the Meffiahy 
the Hope of IJracl and future Completion of aU 
Prophecies. 

Thus much for Zephaniah. The three lafl Pro* 
phets (with whom the prophetic Gift ceafed among : 
the y^ws) are Haggai^ Zachmah^ and Mdacht. 
Haggai encourages the Jews to raife up the fecond 
Temple. In which (or in the Third, that is Ez^kkts 
according to the Opinion of the Utter yews) he 
aflerts there would be a greater Glory than was in 
the firfl:; which feems rightly to be underftoodi 
<oncerning the coming of the MeJ/Mh under the 
ilecond Temple, fince otherwife (befides its want* 
ing equal Magnificence as to the outward Strudure) 
there were Wjanting in the latter many noble Sym- 
bols of the divine Glory which adorned and as ic 
were made proud the Temple of Solomon. 

About the End of this Prophecy (c. ii. 20.) he 
foretels a great Slaughter that was to fall on the 
Heathens, and worldly Kingdoms* and promifes 
Health and Glory to Zeruhbabelj as being a Type 
of the Mejfiah, who was to fpring from his Li- 
neage. Nor were thefe things fulfilled in the Per- 
ion, or Time of ZeruhbabeU I mean that Shaking 
with refped'to the yews^ or that Overthrow of 
the Heathen which are here predifted. I readily 
refer them to that grand Slaughter of the Nations 
which the Prophets frequently place before the laft 
Reftauration of the yews. 

Zachariahy who follows* abounds in Vifions, and 
thofe very obfcure; yet in fome of them the Pro- 
oiifcs of the Mej^ are reprefented clearly. But 

wc 
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Itre (hall at prerenc only take notice of thofe which 
regard the future Refburation oiiht Jews^ (c. ih 
I o«) Sing and rejmcy O Dsu/jghter of Sitm^ &c. Whea 
God in the preceding Verfes had declared his tender 
Affedion towards IJraely and his Refentmentagainfl: 
thofe Nations who were their EnemieS) he fubjoins 
by way of Triumph, Sini and rejoice^ O Danghtcr 
ofSion I for h I comcj ana I will dwell in the midfi, 
faith the Lord, 

Two things are here obfervable^ which we fre* 
quently meet with in other Places of the prophetic 
Writings, the Triumph of I/rael for their nappy 
Condition, and having God to dwell in the midll: 
of them. We took Notice of this Rejoicing be- 
fore, while we were viewing the third Chapter of 
Zephanlah (v. 14.) and other parallel Places there 
eked. The Chaldee Paraphraft, by the Habitation of 
Cod in the mid/i iff IJraet, underftands here, as well 
as in other Places, the Schechinahj or maieftic Pre* 
fence of God. The Words of the Paraphraft may 
be tranflated thus. Rejoice and be glad^ O Congre^ 
gation of Sion ; for behold I will reveal and fUce my 
Majefiy OHJaW) mymajeftic Prefence, in rA^wi^ 
of theey faith the Lord* 

The following Verfe fecms alfo to require the 
fame Interpretation; and fo does the fifth, toge- 
ther with the fifteenth Verfe of the third Chapter 
of Zephaniah. The fame thing feems here to be 
promifed which was before declared by Ez^ekiel^ (r^, 
xxxvii. 27, 28.) and likewife by the Apoftle Sr* 
yohn, (c. xxi. ^.J Now fince the Schechinah did 
not appear in the fecond Temple, and is promifed 
by Sujohn in the new Heavens, and the new Earth» 
I think this Prophecy yet remains to be fulfilled, 
together with the joyful Reftauration of the Jew$ 
at the fecqpd coming of Chrifl. 

The 
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The Prophet purfues his Argument througKouc 
this Chapter; (tr. ii^ tzj 13.) as alfo thro* rhd 
eighth and nintlv, where Peaee is prbtoifed to Ifioit^ 
together whh the Proteftion of the Almighty, the 
Deftrudion of their Eneniies, and the Affluence of 
thofe good things, which make a happy Life. But 
thefe Topits have occurred to us fo often in the' 
foregoing Prophets, that we have no need to re-; 
peat the Exphcation of them in this Place. fii|t I 
cannot leave the twelfth Chapter untouched, where 
the future Strength and Glory of thtjeu>s, and the 
Houfeof D4t//^, are celebrated in magnificent Wdi*di» 
(v. t.) In th^ D^ (ball the Lord defend the MaU» 
fonts ef ^erujalemj ahdhe thU is fiiSlc among them ai! 
thm Ihtf /Hull be' 4S Davids and the Houfi df David 
(hall he as Godi dt the j^gel df Ae Lord before 
them. 

What Honour andDominiori are couched in thefe • 
Word^? that the Pcopk (liall be like King David^ 
not only \\kt David, but alfo as the Angels of God. 
Has any thing as yet appeared to the IJi'aelites fince 
the time that this Pfophccy was delivered', that can 
be faid to have fulfilled every Article of it? Has 
any thing anfwercd that Royal State, that, I (ay, 
not angelical or divine, which is here repre(ehted by 
the Prophet ? Now if thefe things are neither paft 
nor prelenr, they rtiuft neceflarilybe referred to feme 
future Times, that fo the prophetic Declarations 
may not becorhe void. 

But perhaps you will fay the Nations rife every 
where and tread down the Jewsj a forfaken and 
hated Nation, how therefore can they arife to this 
Pitch of Honour unlcfs the Enemies who fcirrbund 
them be every where weakened ? 

The Prophet obviates this Objedion ,• he had 
faid in the preceding Verfes, that the Lord wotlld 
make all Nations as Stubble, and jHdah as Fire. 

(V. 6.) 
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(tr. tf.) In thdt D4tj will I nui^thi Governon •fjm'- 
ddh Uh ^ Hcitrth of Fire among the Woed^ and tske d 
Torch of Fire in a Sheaf and they (haU divowr all the 
People rottndaboHt, on the right Hand add on the left ; 
and Jemfalem (ball be inhabited agahty in her oum 
Place, even in Jerufalem. 

What is wanting, or can be farther defired to 
coropleac this future Triumph \ The Conquerors 
baving gained the Vidory, enjoy the PofTeflions of 
their Enemiesy and enrich and adorn themfelves 
with their Spoils ; for it is cuftomary with the Pro- 

S^hets, as we have before obferved, to give a Repre* 
entation of the Motions and Tumults of the Peo- 
ple before the Keftauration of the Jews ; and after 
their Enemies are fubdued, then the JfiaeUtes are in* 
troduced as enjoying Peace and finging their Songs 
, of Triumph. 

Farther, lince Virtue opens the way for the Fa- 
vour of God and external BenefitSy I mean Repen- 
tance and pious A£Fedions of the Mind^ the Pro- 
phet joins thefe two kind of Bleflings together, 
(v. 9, I o.) jind it /ball come topajs in that Dajf^ that 
I willfeek^ to defiroy aU the Nations that come againfi 
Jerufalem. And I will pour ttpm the Honfe of David 
and upon the Inhabitants if yerufaUm^ the Spirit of 
Grace an^ of Stiff Ucations, and thej Jball look^ upon me 
whom they have pierced^ and thej (hall mottm for hih 
as one mottrneth for his only Sony and Jball be in Bitter" 
nefs for him^ as one that is in Bitternefi for his fhfi 
bom. 

We cannot but refer this piercing, and this 
mourning of the Jews to the Mejjiah ^ fince they 
are fo related by St. John^ (c. xix. and Rev. i. j.) 
where the time alfo of this mourning is noted, namely 
when all the Tribes of the 'E^xi\\jbaU fee the Son of 
Man coming in the Oottdsy ( See Dan. vii. i ; • and 
A/^ff. xxiv. 30O which muft neceifarily be un- 
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derfiood of his fecond coming ; and then all thofe 
things are to be fulfilled) which are here foretold 
by the Prophet, 

This Prophet continues the fame Argument ia 
the following Chapters^ even to the End. Thus 
much for Zachariah. 

MaUichi, fucceeds> the laft Prophet amone the 
Jews. He upbraids Ifi^iel for the multitude ot their 
SinS) and in a particular manner reproves the Priefts* 
But, fays he, they being purged and purified, as 
with Fire, ihaU again appear oeautiful, (c. iii. 3» 
4— —12, jj.) and ihall be called blefled among all 
Nations, and acknowledged as the peculiar Favou- 
rites of God. Now this happy fplendid and mag- 
nificent Portion did not befal the Jews at the De- 
fh-udion of Jerufidemt nor has it been their Lot 
at any time fince, even to this prefent Day. 

In the third and fourth Chapters, the Prophet 
difcourfes concerning the Meffinh and Eli^; and 
fome are of Opinion that he there points out a two- 
fold coming of them both, and that from thence 
it appears that the Jtws ihall be reftored in the lat- 
ter Days. Indeed I believe that a twofold coming 
of the Mejpdb is here defigned ; and that the fe- 
cond is meant in the following Words, (c. iii. 2.) 
Btit who mojf abidi the Daj of his comim^ and wtftr 
/hall ftand when he appearethi for he is ^ a Repner*$ 
fire, Mnd like Fuller* s Soap. And then it follows in 
the fourth Chapter, (v. i.) For behold the Daf 
Cometh that fiall barn as an Ovenj and all the Prossdf 
yea and all that do wickedlj /ball be Stubble ; and the 
Dajf that comet h fl?all burn them up, /kith the Lord ef 
lio/is, &c. 

I cannot help referring thefe fiery and terrible 

Proceedings to the fecond coming of Chrift; wheti 

he ihall appear in ilaming Fire to confume the 

wicked, as St. Paul fpeaks, (i Thf i. 7, 8.^ and 

. ' z ^ St. 
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Sc P€ter^% Expreffions are equivalent, (i Pet. iii. 7. 
See alfo i Cor. ixu 12, 13^) Nor can I otherways 
underftand the Words of the preceding Prophet 
Zacbmah (c. xiv. tf, 7.) than with reference to this 
time of the Conflagration of the World, when 
Flames mixed with Smoke (hall take away the Dif« 
ference between Day and Night; concerning which 
State of Things, and Face of Heaven, the Reader 
if he pleafes may confult, our Theory of the Earth*. 
This we may laifrert as to the lecond coming of 
Chrift : But what (halt we fay as to the coming of 
MUssi Eliasis indeed already come, but not in his 
own proper Perfon, but rather in his Type. For 
John the Baptift feems to have been the Type of 
EUms. H^ was the Forerunner of Chrift's firft Ap- 

Eearance, as another Elias (hall be the Harbinger of 
is fecond coming. They agree in the fame Spirit 
and Offices, as the Type with the Antetype. 

There have been many Difputations raxfed about 
the future coming of the Prophet £//4j: It is a re- 
ceived Doftrine among the Jews that Elias is to 
come, nor is it any novel Opinion ; for we find it 
prevailed in our Saviour's time* and was taught by 
the Scribes (il^4ff. xvii. 10. Mark^ix. ii.^who 
fate in AAJes's Seat, and therefore according to our 
Saviom's Diredion, (Matt, xxiii. 3.) are to be 
hearkened to, tho' their Manners are not to be fol- 
lowed. The modern Jews are of the fame Opi- 
nion* as well as many of the Chriftians. 

They who deny that EHms is yet to come, fup-* 
pofe John the Baptift to be the only Eliasj and that 
we ought not to expeft any other : Indeed the Bap- 
tift for a time did iuftain the Perfon, and difcharge 
the Office of Elias; but if he was the only Elias 
(abfolutely and as to all Con(ideration^ foretold by 

^ Bode III. Chap. XI, and XIL 
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the Prophet, I think he would not in exprefs Words' 
have denied that he was EUas^ when he. was asked 
about that Matter. {John u zi«) It feems to me 
more reafonable to fuppofe^as we have before hinted) 
that the B^tift was a Type of the prophetic EUas^ 
which does by no means hinder the coping of an- 
other Elias in his proper time* 

Malachi feems to join the coming of Elias with 
the Day of Judgment^ and fecond coming of the 
* Lord. For the Defcription of that great and terri- 
ble Day, which Elias is to precede* does not in 
my Judgment fuit (at leaft ultimately and fuUy^ 
the ^rft coming of Chrifty which was meek and 
humble. 

I am very fenfible that this Argument is of no 
Force with thofe who think that all the Predidions 
of MaUchij in thefe two Chapters f^iii.. and iv.^ 
were fulfilled at the Deftrudion of yerufiUm^ and 
the following Slaughter of the Jews; but with 
others it will be of weight. But the Reftridion of 
thefe Words of the Prophet to the Deftru&ion of 
^ertifaltm pleafes me the lefs, becaufe I fee the fame 
Ixpolitors extenuate feveral Places of the New Tef- 
tament, which plainly fpeak about the Day of Judg* 
ment and Chrift's fecond Appearance, and wrong- 
fully apply them to the Calamities of thofe times. 
Among which are inch Places as we have before 
taken notice of, and others of the like Nature, which 
carry the fame Senfe, and fometimes the very Words 
alfo. Nor can I perfuade my felf that the Prophet 
meant nothing but the Deftruftion of JerHfakmy 
when he foretels that the wicked ihall be trodden 
down like AHies, and the Jews be reftored to a 
happy Eftatej fince at the Deftruftion of Jitufa^ 
km, the Jews were fo far from being happy> that 
all who know any thing of Hiftory can tell they 
were plunged into the (evereft Calamities. 

' ' ■* Befidcs, 
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Befides, Chrift himfelf fays, EUas truly /Jjallfirfi 
C4ime (denoting future time) and refiore 4IJ things^ 
{Mm. xvii. 11.) which feems to refer to his ie- 
cond coming ; fince John the Baptift was dead 
whcniSur Saviour uttered thefe Words; and that 
RefiitmioH of all things will not commence till the 
fecond coming of Chrift. (J4£is iii. zi.) 

Laftly, to conclude this Subjeft, we have many 
of the Fathers of the Chriftian Church concurring 
with us in our Opinion about the coming of Ellas. 
It would not be worth^ while to produce them 
all but we (hall fet down the Words of jfe/?#» 
Martyr*. 

•' Muft we not underftand that the Word* of 
« God has foretold us that Ellas is to be the Har- 
<< binger of that great and terrible Day, that is the 
'* fecond coming of the Mejpahl Tryfho readily* 
^^ confents to this. And, I fay/ our Lord in his 
^« Sermons delivered the fame Doftrine, when he 
^* affirmed that EUas was to come. And we know 
*' that this will be when our Lord Jefus Chrift 
^« (hall appear in celeftial Glory. Before whofe 
** former Manifeftation there went a Herdd, St. 
<« yohn the Baptift, a Prophet of your kind ; who 
•^ was endued with the fame Spirit of God that had 
" been in EUah'* 

Thus you fee how ytifiin Martyr underftood 
the Words of Chrift and Malachi. To him we 
may add SujiHgnfiln^y who fays that this Opinion 
was common in the Hearts and Mouths of the 
Faithful. 

" It is (fays he) a very common and celebrated 
^< Notion, in the Hearts and Mouths oftheFaith- 

♦ Dial, cum Dyfhone. 0«>;bJ ''^« ^«&p3$ ^ /*fy«A;j? s^ 

fttq 8CC. 

t Dt Gvit Dei Lib. XX. c. 29. 
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<< ful, that by this EUas we are to underftand foine 
<< great and wonderful Prophety who in the laft 
<^ Days, before the Judgment, (hall perfuade the 
<« Jews to believe in the true Chrift ; having «- 
"^ «' plained the Law to them. See TertulUm^^ Cbfj* 
fifiom^ Theodoret and others. 

For thefe and fuch like Reafons, they who grant 
that Eli4s is yet to come before the dreadful Day of 
the Lord, will, I fuppofe, hardly deny that be will 
appear to convert and reftore the Jews (to whom 
tne Prophet fays he is to be fent.) For this Con* 
ver(ion and Reftauration, than which there cannot 
be any greater or more illuftrious, if it does not 
principally concern them, that is the Tribes of Jur- 
cohy as the SonofiSyr^r^expreifes it; (Ecclef.xlviiu 
lo.^ yet at leaft they will be partakers of the ge- 
neral Salvation. Then at laft will the Fathers and 
Sons confent, and the Patriarchs and their Defcen*- 
dants, confefs that Jefus of Naz>4retb is the only 
Saviour, the alone MeJJiah^ and coounon Lord of 
Jews and Gentiles. 

And then ftiall the Chriftians and Jews be re- 
conciled. The latter being the natural Children of 
jihraham^ and the former his Seed by Iraith, as St. 
T^lhI fpeaks in his Epiftles to i^t Rmums and Gof* - 
lotions. (GoL iii. y.) And to ftrengthen and coa« 
firm their Minds in this double Union and Con* 
verfion, there will^ I fuppofe, be occaHon for the 
Prefence of Eliasy or fome fiich Prophet* to bring 
about this glorious Revolution. 

Thus we have coUeded many Teftimonia of 
the Prophets, concerning the Reftauration of the . 
Jews, efpecially the more exprefs ones, and explained 
them to the utmoft of our Ability. But we leave 
the Knot$ to be unfolded by the fame Elios. Now 

ft 
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I think there are other Places befides> which bear 
witoefs to the fame Truth in a fecondary manner^ as 
Types, Preludes, c^r. For I verily believe that 
in tne prophetic Style we often meet with a double 
meanings which we may call direH and reflex. Now 
we have already confidered the Force of the primary 
Significations of the Prophecies ; leaving the others 
to be weighed by every Reader, according to his 
own Judgment. For we defire not to have the 
Minds of any prejudiced as to either by the Opi- 
nions or Arguments of others. What you would 
not have dune to jour felf, ^ never do to another. This 
is the Golden Rule, which we Chriftians are upon 
every Occafion obliged to follow. 



Section . III. 



Hitherto we have taken a View of the prophe- 
tic Writings, as they lie in order, and ob- 
ferved thofe particular Promifes and Prophecies, 
which concern the future Reftauration of the Jews. 
And this has been the method of our fir ft Argu* 
inent. But it will be proper to gather thefe dif- 
perfed Difcourfes together, and bind them as it were 
m Sheaves, or range them under their proper Heads 
or Clafles, putting thofe of a like Nature together ; 
that fo thofe Places of the Prophets which are of 
the fame kind and Virtue being colleded in one 
Place, may difplay their Strength to more Advan^ 
tage. 

Some Places of the Prophets (to begin here) fpeiak 
of the future Reftauration of the Jews under ^^^ 
jKifr the King. Others do not fo precifely exprefs 
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the Time, but. join it in the fame Difcourfe with 
the Prediftion of the MeJJtah; and laftly, other 
Places and Prophecies give us fuch famous Marks 
and Charaderiftics of that Reftauration, as cannot 
be adapted to any Reftauration that is yet paft ; and 
therefore fince the Prophets neither could deceive, 
nor be deceived, they muft be referred to fome fu- 
ture time. 

Thofe Prophecies belong to the firftHead which 
place this Reftauration under David the King. Such 
are the following ones in yereminh^ (c* xxx. p. 
andxxxiii. if, 1 5.. compared with c. xxiii. 5> 6.) 
Ez^ektdj (c.xxxiv. 23, 24, 25, (^c. and c. xxxvii. 
Z4, 25, to the End) Hofea^ (c. iii. 5 ) and Pfalms 
{Pf. Ixxx. 2O5 ^c.) 

As to the fecond Order, there are abundance of 
Paflages in the Prophets which jointly foretel the 
Peace and Reftauration of the Jews in the fame 
Difcourfe with thofe Oracles that declare the com- 
ing of the MeJJiah. ' Thefe often meet together in 
Jfuahj (Chapters ii. iv. xi. xxxii. xxxiv. xlix. 
Ix. and Ixiii.) and Jercmuih; (r. xxiii. 5, 6, (frc.) 
as alfo in Hofia^ {c. iii. ii.) Amos^ (c. ix« ii.) 
MichAj (civ.) Zacharuih. (r. ii. 10.) In a Word 
all thofe Scriptures which fall under the tirft Head 
prove fortioriy that the Reftauration of I/rael and 
the times of the JMeJJiah are not to be disjoined. 

It is evident that the Jews underftood thefe Pro- 
phecies concerning their future Profperity, to refer 
to the Days of the Afeffiab; and therefore they did 
Hot receive Jefus of Naz^eth for the Meffidh, be- 
caufe he brought neither Peace nor Dominion to 
the Jews, nor other good things internal or exter- 
nal, which jhey expeSed at the coming of the 
MeffuJj. I^or (hould I have blamed their ConduA 
in tfaiS) had \they not confounded the firft and fe- 
cond coQung of the Mefjuth. For Jfaiah ftyles 
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the MeffUhf Prince of Peac0 (c. ix. (J, 7.) and his 
Kingdom is every where by the Prophets foretold 
to be pacific. But they too much negleded the 
Words of St. Peter ^ who promifed Ttmes of Refreflh- 
mem smd Reftitution to the Jews and other pious 
Perfons, but not till Chriu (hould return from 
Heaven, {jiUs iii. 19, 20, zi.) 
' We proceed to the third Clafs, and thofe Pro* 
phecies which make the Reftauration of Ifi^l fa- 
mous by fuch Charaders as will a^ree with no o* 
thcr Times but thofe of the Me^ah. Now thefe 
Marks are of a threefold Order, Moral, Political, 
and Natural. Sometimes all thefe are joined in the 
fame Prophecy, and at other times are propofed fe- 

ijaraiely ; I call thofe Moral or Divine, which re- 
ate to Juftice and Holinefs, Repentance and Con« 
verfion to God, and the Effufion of the Holy 
Ghoft, and other fpiritual Gifts, about which ^you 
may confult the following Places in If^Uh^ (c. xxxii. 
i(f, 17. Ix. 17. Ixi. 10, II.) Hofeaf (c.ii 19.) 
Joely (c. iii. 17.) Eaukiel^ (c. xxxix. ^9.) Zachs^ 
rhih, (c. xii. 10.) 

I call thofe Political which have a regard to Peace, 
and an eftablifhed Condition ; without the Noife 
or Tumults of War. Alfo fuch Bleflings as pcr- 
feft Liberty without being fubjef): to any foreign 
Dominion, or fufFering Captivity* Exiles, or any 
other Yoke of the Heathen ; and laftly^ a perfeq; 
Security at home and abroad, their Swords being 
beaten into Plough-(heers, and their Spears into Prun- 
ing-hooks. 

This is the moft noted and common CharaiSer 
of the Reftauration which we meet with in IfiMh. 
See alfo Ecekiel, (c. xxxiv. Z5, 2 5, (^c) Hofedt 
{c. ii. 18.) Zachariah. (c. ix. 10.) 

Laftly, among thofe Charadiers, which I call Nk- 
tHfiU^ I reckon the pew Heavens> and the new Earth. 

% ' The 
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The long Lives of the Inhabitants, the Luxury^ 
or fpontaneous Fruitfulnefs of the Earth, the Harm- 
kflhefs of all Beafts, e^c. we have taken Notice of 
thefe Places already in our Survey of the fixty fifth 
Chapter of Ifdah^ which the Reader may confulc 
if he pleafes* 

Thefe are the CharaAers and diftingui(hing Or* 
laments of the reftored State of Jfrael^ and they are 
often conneded with the times of the Mejfuth. If 
you fay they were paft before thofe Days, tell in 
what Reign or Age this joyful State of IfiMl took 
place. Confult Hiftories, as well facred as pro* 
pbane, you will find nothing like this, excepting the 
primitive Times of Paradife. And then it is evi- 
dent that the ftwi have been in a very melancholy 
Condition from the firft coming of the MeJJiah un- 
to this Day ; To far have they been from obtaining 
this fiourilhing Fortune. So that all our Hope de* 
pends on the ^cond coming of Chrift, thither we 
flee, to this we are driven, that fo the truth of the 
Prophecies may be 'maintained, and the Honour of 
the Redeemer eftabliihed. 

Altbo' I think it fufficiently appears by thefe 
Charaders, that thefe Promifes about the Reftitu- 
tion of the JewSy are not as yet fulfilled, there yet 
remains one noble Charader, which is ufually joined 
by the Prophets with the fame Promifes i I mean 
that manifefi: glorious and fnajeflic Prefince of Gei.^ 
which the Chaldeans and Hebrews ftile the Schechi^ 
nah. We have often made this Obfervation from 
the Chaldee Paraphraft^ in our Survey of the Pro- 
phets; who wrote his Expofition before the Birth 
of Chrift. and therefore we efte^ him the more» 
as being free from Prejudices. But the thing fpeaks 
for itfelf, and the very Words of the Prophet make 
it evident enough ; for fince God fays that he will 
etmtl in the nmfi (ftbtm, ^ fl^c bis Taker$uiele 

tbnri i 
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there ; that he will be d Oomd to them by Daj/^ dnd 
the fblning of ^ filming Tire hj Night. Thefe and 
fuch like Expreffions, are evident Tokens and De* 
fcriptions of the Schechhuih^ fuch as was in the De-* 
farts in the Tabernacle, or Temple. (See IfiiUih iv. 
5* xii. tf.and lx« 2, — 13. Ez>ek. xxvii. 27, i8* 
and Rev. xxi. zy ;•) Thus much with reference to 
the Charaders that belong to this Clafs, Let us 
pafs to Promifes of another kind ; fuch are thofe 
which promife a Union of all the Tribes of JudJh 
and ofJfisiiek in the great Day of Reftitution, This 
Ezekiel exprefly foretoldj and as the manner of the 
Jews wasy reprefented it by an external Sign. (V* 
xxxvii. if> &c. to the End of the Chapter) Alfo 
other Prophets join the Union of the Tribes with 
this Reftauration. (See Ipuah xi. i;. Jer. xxxi'iu 
7. Hofea u II. Zach. x. 6, 7.) Thefe Prophe- 
cies, as ycu will fee, comprehend the twelve Tribes; 
but yet not all. the People promifcuoufly, but a fe- 
ted Body ; the wicked being excluded, (Rev. j.) 
the Promife is reftrained to the true IJraelites. Nov 
we have in our Confideration of the abovemen* 
tioned Places, fliewed that this general Reihuration 
and Redemption has not as yet happened to the 
Jea^Sj either in their DeliveraiKe from the S^« 
kmfi Captivity, or any other following. If any 
doubt it they may revife wlbt we have there 
written. 

Thus much as to the Note of VmverfiUtj. The 
Perpetuity of the fame Reftauration follows^ namely 
a lafting and endlefs Freedom, fo that the Children 
of Ifrael (hall no more be obnoxious to public Ba« 
nifliments, or Slaughters, but «n]oy quiet Habita*- 
tions in the promifed Land, and their ancient Coun* 
try. The Prophets foretel ^his again* and again> 
(See JfiMb Ix. 15.x Ixyi. 22. Jef. xxx. 8, 'p.* 

xxxi* 39 25> 40* E^k: xxxix. 27% 2$5 zp* 

Hofea 
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JJtfca i. 15^9 zo. yael ii* z6^ 27, and c. iii. 10* 
^iR?(7i ix. 15. Zi^iEr. iii, 15*) as if chey ftrove 
who fhould fet it forth the moft. 1 

This Note and Title of Perpetuity, takes away 
all thofe Aofwers and Pretences which fome are 
wont to make, that this Refticution has already been 
made in paft Times; for certainly paft things upon 
that very Account can never be perpetual. What- 
ever happy Days, or lucid Intervals the JfineUtes 
have had, they are now expired. We may properly- 
ftile them lucid Intervals '^ fince they were cranfi* 
tory and uncertain : And that they ^re now expired 
the prefent ibrrowful and laborious State of* the 
yews (who are like a defolate People^ only not en» 
tirely defertedj fufficiently deraonftrates. Nor is 
it only now, or of late Years, that the Jews fuffer 
thefe Affliftions, bufthey have endured thefe Tri- 
bulations and Calamities for many Ages, aknoft everi 
fince the Days of our Saviour, and are yet encom-: 
pafled by them. No Deliverance of the Jews hasi^ 
bithertQ been perpetual ; after their Return from 
Babylon they fufFered the moft difmal Calamities un* 
der uimiochus Efiphanes^ and the Kings of Syria who 
fucceeded him. They were then fpoiled of' their 
PofleHions as well facred as temporal, and haraifed 
by daily Wars. Afterwards they were reduced ' 
by the Romans to riie lafl Degree of Mifery,- and 
from the time that their Temple and Government 
were pulled in Pieces the v. have been difperfed, and 
wander about the World like forlorn Exiles. The. 
Hiftory of the Ifroilites is like a Pifture diverfificd 
with various Figuresj fome are of a joyful and o^ 
thers of a forrowful Nature. But hitherto the for- 
rowfulones have taken up the greater Parr. Now 
if a future perpetual Reft was ever promifed them^ 
there yet remainsy as the Apoftle fpeaks, a Reft far 
the People of God. 

Thefe 
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Thcfe Tokens and Chara&ers feem to me fuf- 
ficient to delineate the Time of this Redemption of 
Jjraely (o as to diftinguifh from all thofe which are 
paft. I (hall make no particular Calculations as to 
future Times, nor am I defirous of knowing the 
Seafons which the Father hath put in his own Power ; 
but as far as I can perceive^ this bright Day has not 
yet rifen on Ifroilj nor do I fuppole it is very near 
at hand. Alas ! the Jews have not as yet fufficiently 
fufFered for their Crime in killing the Mefftah j they 
have not as yet atoned for that 0£Fence. And 
tho* they have fufFered many Calamities they 
have not yet fu£Fered iiich ereat Evils as Mofis their 
^Prophet and ours foretold they (hould. Perufe the 
twenty eighth Chapter ofD^itf^'^^wwjr, where he de- 
nounces all forts of Calamities againft the degenerate 
and rebellious jfev/f; and fome of them* which he 
defcribes ^from the forty fecond Verfe) feem to be 
fuch dreadful Difafters as did not befal the Jews 
till after our Saviour*s time* 

He mentions a Nation which was to come from 
far, even from the Ends of the Earth, of an iin* 
known Tongue, and who ihould be Btrct and ra- 
pacious as an Eagle, and lay all things wafte. And 
then he foretels a clofe and bloody Siege> in which 
the befieged (hould feed on human Flefh, and eat 
their infant Sons and Daughters. And afterwards 
he mentions many and wonderful Plagues to be in- 
Aided on them and their Seed : And that their 
-Number would be dimini(hed by many Accidents : 
And that when they were difperfed thro' other 
Countries they (hould be compelled to worfhip new 
Gods> fud) as were entirely unknown to themfeives 
and their Fathers,^ And laftly, he foretels that 
their Lives would be difturbed, dubious and un- 
ceitain. 

We 
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We have before obferved, that the Jtws fufiered 
many Evils before the time of Chrift, but thefe 
Calamities which we juft now recited, and are fo 

Eculiarly diftinguiihedy did not I believe take Place 
fore the DeftruSion of JerufaUmj and thofe for* 
rowful times of the Jews which followed it, Firft 
by the Ktrnmn wKo raged againft them with 
Slaughters, Devaftations, and the utmoft Barbarity : 
Ana afterwards by the Chrifiians who were indeed 
juftly exafperated by reafon of the Murder of the 
M^pahi and repeated Calumnies and Provocations j 
yet they often treated them hardly, not fo much 
for the Sake of PietVy as Gain, that they might 
feize upon their Poffeffions, Many AuthcM^, as well 
ftws as Chriftians, have given us a melancholy 
Iiftor]r of the Jewifli Affairs, ever fince the time 
of Chrift, which it will be \tff proper for thofe 
to perufe who are defirous to know more of thefe 
Affairs, and how they went on in every Agej they 
will then be fenfible that thefe Calamities exceedra 
all which happened before the times of Chrifl:, 
and exa Aly aniwer to the Defcriptions of Mofis. 

I cannot eafily perfuade my felf that thefe Tribu- 
lations were omitted by the Prophets who foretoki 
many that were much lefs. Nor were they filenc 
as to the lafl Fate of the Jcws^ which is yet to come 
in the War with Gog and M^ogt in the laft Tra- 
gedy of this prefent World. 

We have aheady given our Opinion about this 
War while we were treating on fome Places in Ez^e^ 
kUl (c. xxxviii, and xxxix.^ and JoeL (c. nu) I 
Ihall only here repeat, that after this War is over* 
and the Vidory obtained, Happinefs is promifed to 
the Jeu/s. (Ez^el^ xxxix. ij, to the End of the 
Chapter. Jed in. i8) &€• Ztph. iii. 8. Z^b. 
xiv.) So that they mull both be referred to future 
Times* fince neither of them have yet happened. 

Thus 



of the J Evj s. ^^ 

Thus we have reduced the Oracles of the Pro- 
phets, which had been before expounded feparacely 
to their Clafles, or refpe£tive Places ; that fo from 
this double View, as it were from different Sta- 
tions, we may make a more certain Judgment as to 
this general Conclufion, That the Jews are yet to 
he refioHd. If we turn our Eyes elfewhere to 
human A£&irs, and the prefent State of the Jev/s^ 
it will be as it were a kmd of third Profpefi, and 
bv thus collating all things, the Vifion will be 
clearer and more evident. It muft be confefled that 
the prefent State of the Jews is vaftly different 
ixom the abovementioned Prophecies : But yet the 
difference is futlu as intimates fome future Alte- 
ration. 

God from the earlieft Ages has preferved this 
Nation and People by his fpecial Providence : He 
has often refcued them from the Invafions of their 
Enemies, and delivered them from Servitude, by a 
Series of Miracles and his omnipotent Arm, He 
reproved Kings for their fakes, changed the greateff: 
Empires (IpUah xiv« 4.) and in the four celebrated 
Monarchies, feems always to have had a Regard to 
their Condition; the Hiftory of thefe Affairs is 
celebrated by Mofis^ the Phlmift* and the Pro^ 
phets. 

Farther, God declared from the Beginning, and 
repeated the fame by the Prophets, that this People 
were fclefted from all the Trioes of the Earth ; that 
they were a peculiar People betrothed to himfelf, 
dear and joined by all the Bands of paternal or nup- 
tial Affedion. Laftly, he promifed again and 
again, that his Love fhould be perpetual and inde- 
lible. 

And now I befeech you, what can at laft become 
of this People ? Has God chofen them for himfelf, 
and entered into the ftrifieft Bonds of Friendfliip* 
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and will he caft them off for ever ? Will he /uffer 
them perpetually to be derided and trampled on by 
2II the Nations of the Earth ? At prefent their 
Condition is no better^ nor has been for many 
Ages. But is there no Hope remains for Jfrael f 
No Comfort amidft their Calamities i No Expedi- 
tion of Reftitution ? This feems ('with Reverence 
be it fpoken^ not agreeable to the Divine Wifdom^ 
GoodneG and Fidelity. There is always in this 
Life room for Repentance and Mercy, fince the 
Goodnefs of God endures for ever, and his Truth 
is unihaken. 

The JtT^Si notwithftanding their prefent Mife- 
ries, keep the Law which was given to them as 
well as tney are able, and they remain at this Day» 
and have done fo for a conHderable time in great 
Sufpenfe ; loofe and unfixed as tho* they were 
going fomewhither, their Satchels being as it were 
in their Hands ; they fix in no Country, nor make 
any Settlement, nor have they Fields of their own, 
but carry all their Goods along with them. By 
this means they are the more prepared and ready at 
the holding up of a Finger to depart into their own 
Country, when there (hall be an Opportunity given. 
They are not fo incorporated into any Kmgdom» 
Comnwnwealth, or City, as not to be perfedly at 
Liberty to feek new Habitations. Moreover tney 
retain their own peculiar Religion among all Na- 
tions, their proper Marriages and the Mark of the 
ancient Covenant, left they Hiould be confounded 
with Foreigners. In a Word, as Soldiers are ready 
at the Sound of the Trumpet to march to their 
Tents, fo the Jews are prepared in every refpeft, 
upon the Signal given to return to their own Country. 



\ 
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Sect ion IV. 

I 

t 

Hitherto wc have been pleading the Caufe of 
the JfWSy but without being injurious to 
the Chriftians. For wc have not faid any thing 
i^far be it from, us) with any Dc6gn to transfer the 
Rjeward from our felves to them ; but that we might 
not envy the ancient People their Portion whatever 
it is at kngth to be. We believe that the Jcu^s 
will be reftoredi having been drawn to that Hope 
^nd Expedation by the repeated Oracles of the 
Prophets. But as to the Circumftances of that 
future Reftauratbn, I muft pt?ofe(s my felf igno^> 
rant, nor do I pretend to know, by what means it 
will be brought about. Tbefe things God feems 
in a great meafure hitherto to have concealdd fronpi 
us; but.wc learn from the fame Prophecies, that it 
will be very illuftrious, and hot brought about 
without Miracless or an eictrao^dbary .Miniftry. 
Then as to the time, wc fuppofc that their compleat 
Redemption is not to be cxpeded but at the fecond 
coming of the Mcffiahy and renewal of the Worhi? 
which I believe wc have fa£Bciently demonftratc4 
already from the Writings of the Prophets. Hav*- 
ing laid down thefe Conclufions we are obliged to 
anfwcr all thofc Queftions, which thofe who ftudy 
much about this matter may pollibly raife. But 
as for thofe (as I fuppofc there are many) who de- 
ny our general Conclufion, and rejeft all thofe Ar- 
guments, which w| have brought from the Pro- 
phets, their Reafons, or Objediions mail be con- 
iidered. 

Firft, fome affirm that nothing Certain and Con- 
dufivc can be drawn from Prophecies before the 

y Event; 
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Event; becaufe the prophetic Stile is fo \zx» at^d 
their Words fo doubtful, that they may cafily be 
drawn to favour any preconceived Opinion, accord- 
ing to the Inclination of the Reader. The Pro- 
phets feldom ufe a plain and direft Method of fpeak- 
ing, biit wrap up their Oracles for the moft Pan, 
in Figures and Allegories, fo that there is a large 
Scope for Conjeftures, but little room for the cer- 
tain underftanding of their meaniofg. Nor are we 
Cfay they) only puzzled to find out the certain 
'Signification of their Words^ but alfo of Things, 
•.Perfons, Places and Times, Doubts will arife in 
•the Expofition of all thefe. As lo Things them- 
•Jelves, the Prophets often pafs indiftindlyiand ab- 
ruptly from one. Subjeft to another. 5ome are 
referred to th£ Type, others to the Ante-Type> 
^^nd this Order ii alternately reverf^^ nor are there 
.proper Diftindtions by which we may know what 
properly belongs x6 the one or the other. There 
is.nalefs Ambiguity as to the Perfous, fpeaking, 
rand anfwering. ' 6od^ the Prophet, and the People 
-are'oftenllncerlocDtors : Friends atid Enemies inter* 
:vehe and mix together; nor isiteafy to aflign every 
'one his proper Turn. Moreover Places and King* 
iddms/have changed their Names, and the ancient 
^Inhabitants are well nigh periflied; being mingled 
and confounded with other Nations. And laft)y> 
there yet remains a Difpute about the Times, and 
whether fome Prophecies are to be referred to the 
part, prefenr, or future Times. What is more fre- 
quent among the Prophets than prepofterous Nar- 
rations, and inordinate, with refpeft to the time? 
All thefe Circumftances being weighed they fay> 
that nothing clear and certain can be determined 
from thcfe Writings, till the Event has confirmed 
the Prophecy. Since moft Places in the Prophets 
will only aomit of a conjectural Interpretation, 

and 
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and but very .few of a certain and demohdra'tive 
one. 

I muft confefs they do well in exhorting u$ to 
^St with Modefty and Catition in our Interpreta-* 
tions of the Prophecies, fince there are fo many 
Doubts and Obftacles, which render it difficult for 
us to come at their true meaning* But what muft 
we do in the mean time ? Is there no ufe of Pro^ 
phecies before the Event ? I muft own that thofe 
fexpofitors who defcend too minutely to the par** 
ticular Circbmdances of Times and Things, may 
eafily fall into Error. But that we might avoid 
this Danger, we have in the firft Place taken Caro 
only tojnfift on Generalsj and farther we have not 
relied on one fingle Place of the Prophets* but pro- 
duced multitudes ; moreover we have compared the 
Prophets of the Old Teftament, with thofe of the 
New, that To by their Agreement the Doftrine 
might appear more evident* We may alfo add, that 
we have no where departed from the literal Senfe> 
where the Nature of the Subjeft would permit us 
to adhere to it. Now I ask what Rules of Inter* 
pretation can we more fafely adhere to ? Nor can I 
cafily perfuade my felf that the meaning of the 
Prophets in thefe Places, according to thefe Rules^ 
is uncertain and inexplicable* Indeed the Iflues and 
Events of Things more fully explain the Prophe- 
cies; but God is often pleafed to give us as it were 
a Compendium of thefe Things before they come 
to^afs, that thereby we may be the more chearful 
in the Expectation of future good Things, and 
more Cautious to avoid impending Evils. By 
which methods it more evidently and beautifully 
appears, that the World and human Affairs are go- 
verned by Providence^ and are not driven about by 
the uncertain Motions of Chance. 



^ 
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The Prophecies have a Reference to good or 
eVil things which are future : Now unlefs they arc 
believed (in order to which it is neceilary that iq 
fome meafure they be tmderfiood^ in the Progrefs 
of Things before the Event, they will be for the 
iDoft Part unprofitable. Certainly JemmMh was. 
willing that the Jews ihould under &nd his Pro* 
phecies about the Bdjhnijb Captivityt before it ac«* 
tually began : In like manner DmUlj and the reft 
qf the Prophets, defigned that their Predidions of 
the coming of the Mfffiah (hould be underftood 
before his Appearance* The Apoftles foretold the 
comtne of Antichrtftt together with his Deflrudion : 
And they have alfo forewarned us of the Refurreo* 
tion of the Dead, and the future f udgmenc« AU 
tbefe we muft believe before the Bvent ; and fome 
Knowledge muft neceiTarily go before our Faith* 
by way of Foundation. Now this is not ito be 
obtained by any Light of Nature, but is only to 
be learned from the lacnbd Scriptures'. 

To conclude this Article, we confeis that fome 
of the Prophecies are more obfcure than others^ 
and they are fo much the more difficult to be ex* 
plained* as we attempt to give a particular Defi^nit* 
tion of Times and Places. Farther, that which is 
but once or feldom faid* or related only by one 
Prophet, is not fo eafy to be explained, or put be- 
yond all doubt. But as to that which is fignified 
by many Prophets, and oftentimes by the very lame 
Prophet, we need not be in {o much doubt aS to 
the meaning of ir. They mutually afford Ligi:^ 
to each other, and the Truth of the Argument is 
confirmed by many Witncflcs. The generd Coa- 
clufion whidi we have premifed is this. That the 
Jewsjhall at la/It be rtftored. And we have Acwn 
that this Conclufion has been oftentimes predifted 
by moft of the Prophets, agd for that Reafon I 

can 
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can never bok upon it as an uncertain and dubious 
Point. 

It is in the fecond Place obje&ed* that thofe fu- 
ture good things which are literally predided by 
the Prophets to the Jcws^ are indcea allegorical, 
and to be transferred to the Chriftian Church. \ 
anfwer> that we envy the ChriflianChurch no Hap- 
pinefs, nor defire to detr^A from her Felicity ; yet 
we would not exclude others, when they Ihall ac^ 
knowledge the fame Mefjiahi let us rejoice at our 
Chriftian Privileges, and miagnify the extenfive 
Grace of God; but it feems very unreafonable that 
we ihould fnatch at all thofe good things which the 
Prophets have promifed, and attribute all the evil 
Prediftions to the Jews. Which is too frequent 
a Pra(5lice among Interpreters. But by what right 
are the Jews excluded from partaking with us ia 
thofe Promifes which we have received from the 
Mouth of Jewifti Prophets, who were direding 
their Difcourfcs to the Jews? Certainly it be- 
hoved the Prophets to look af cer their AflFairs ia 
the. firft Place ; and to premonifti them of future 
Events, whether profperous or a£9idive. And 
fometimes their very Words and Pbrafeology (hew 
fome particular Matter, as when they mention the 
Children of IJrael by Name* or fpeak of the Land 
of C4fMM»j or their native Country, concerning 
Jerufilemj or the ten Tribes, about the Houfe of 
Davids or the like. Thefe are not to be wrefted to 
a contrary Senfe againft the genuine Signification of 
the Words, and without any juft Authority. It 
is indeed femetimes proper and decent to transfer 
Words from a common Senfe to a myftical one; as 
often as a literal Interpretation would be attended 
with fome Abfurdity, and oflFcr Violence to the 
Nature of Things. But this is not to be done 
raihly, and at the Pkafure of the Interpreter to fervc 
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an Hypothefis, or defend fome favourite Opinioni 
when no foUd Reafon calls for fuch a proceeding. 

Befides, thofe Oracles of the ancient Prophets, 
given to the Jtwsy concerning their Reftaurationt 
we have feveral in the New Teftament that are fo 
far from contradiding them, that they entirely 
agree and chime in with them. Chrifl: is promifed 
the Throne of David, according to the Declaration 
of the Angel; {Lukg u 32.) and the fame was faid 
before by Jfaiah. (c. ix. 7. See i Kings viii. 25, 
%Chron. vi. i(J. Pf cfxxxii. 11, 12.J Now the 
Reftauration of the Javs is joined to the Kingdona 
of David, that ts the AitJJiah, by other Prophets ^ 
we have before taken notice of thofe Places^ (Jcr. 
XXX. 9. and xxxiii. if, 16. Ez^ek^ xxxiv. 22, 
24, 25, ^c, Hofea m. 5.) Befides thefe, let us 
particularly ?ittend to the Words of Gabriel in his 
Addrcfs to the Virgin Mary, being then about to 
conceive, jind the Lord God (hall give unto him 
<i. e. Chrift) the Throne of his Father David, jind 
he JJjoll reign over the Houfi of Jacob for ever. Thefe 
Phrafes, of the Throne of David, and Reign over the 
Hdufe of Jacob, plainly point out the Children of 
JJrael^ and denote an external Kingdom. But how^ 
ever you underftand it, whether in a temporal or 
Spiritual manner, Chrift has not as yet either way 
reigned over the Jews; they arc at prefent, and 
have been for a long time, without King or Prince^ 
as Hofea foretold, (c. iii. 4.) And as to a fpiri- 
tual Kingdom, they yet continue rebellious, and far 
the greater Part of them are Enemies to Chrift's 
Regal Office, and Aliens from the Chriftian Faith j 

fo that take which Interpretation you Vill, the 
Event does not yet agree with the MeiTage of the 
^ngel. 

We may add here the Song of Simeon, when he 
embraced (be infant Saviour in his Arms he cried 
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out, ThoH hafi prepared a Light for thff.GentileSy and 
the Ghry of thy People IJraeL {Lnkeiu J2.) Whea 
Ghrift is faid to be born for the Glory o( IJraely, 
it would be hard and perverfe to fay, that he was 
born for the perpetual Ruin of IJraeL I fay perpe^ 
taaL if there be no future time wherein he is to come, 
and reign to the Glory of IfraeL • Call to mind if 
you pleafe how many and great things have been 
faid by the Prophets, concerning the future Glory 
of Ifrael in the Days of the Mefftah. And fince 
we have fomewhere mentioned Davids we will look 
into fome of his Pfalms ; we there meet with fome 
things fpoken typically concerning Davidj which 
are ultimately fulfilled in the Meffiah; and where the 
MeJJiah is treated of, and his Days celebrated, wrath 
is denounced againft the Heathen.s, but Health and 
Triumph (Pf. ex. ij.^ promifed to TJfr/if/. Thefe 
joyful times have not as yet happened to thtjews: 
But what hinders but that they may yet come ? 
According to the Promifes of God, the Prophets, 
and the holy AngeL 

In the third Place it is objefted, or anfwered to^ 
our Propofition, that thefe Promifes given to the 
yews were Conditional, and when the Condition is' 
not fulfilled,, the Promife does not oblige the Spon- 
for. But, I fay, if he alfo promifes that he will 
freely remit thefe Conditions, or caufe them to be 
performed, either way the Promife muft takeEffed:- 
The Conditions requifite, are Repentance and 
Converfion to God : Now God has promifed that 
he will give this Grace; and the People will be 
willing, and rejidy in the Daj of the Divine Power, 
Alfo when the Prophets foretelthe Reftauration of 
the Jewsy they alfo declare that their Sins will be 
forgiven. {Jer. xxku 54. xxxiii. 7, 8. Mk.. 
vii. 18, 19, 20. Hof xiv. 4. Thus God of 
his mere rCrace and good ]Pleafure ihews favour to 
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thofe who are altogecher undeferving ; to the j^^ 
firft, and then to the Gentiles. And taking the 
Jews into the Number of his Children) he pardons 
their Sins out of a paternal AfFe6:ion» and Remem- 
brance of his Covenant } as the Prophets often tef- 
tify. St. Paul who was a Partaker of this Grace* 
while he was yet very troublefome to the Cbriftians* 
and a vehement Perfecutor of them> foretels the 
future Recovery of the Jovs^ being mindful of 
the Covenant which God made with their Fathers* 
(Rom. xi. 26.— oip.) and of which he would not 
repent, Laftly^ Chrift when dying interceded for 
the Javsj and poured out Prayers to his Father for 
the RemiHion of their Sins ; Prayers that I fuppofe 
were in no wife unprofitable or unavailing. 

But to fet this Matter in a clear Lieht ; we may 
confider that whatever Wickednefs uitjews have 
committed againft Jefus of Naz,arefhj thtv ihall 
review it with Anguifli of Mind, when tney fee 
the Son of Man coming in the Clouds of Heaven* 
(Dan. vii. 12. and from him the Author of z Jldacat. 
u. 7> 8.) . 

Then (hall they mourn for him^ call him bleflcd 
and acknowledge him to be the Meffiah. {Mm. 
xxiii. }p, and xxiv. ;o. John xix 37. Rev^ u 
7.J To that End God will pour out a Spirit of 
Grace and Supplication on the Houfe of Davidy to- 
gether with other Gifts of his holy Spirit. (I/a. 
xxxiu 15, and xliv. ;• liv. ij. Joel ii. i8.^ 
He will alfo give them a new and circumcifed Heart, 
and put a new Spirit within them. (Jer. xxxiu 
40. Ex^ki xi. 19, 20.^ Can any thing farther 
be defired ? Is there any room left here for Evafions ? 
God will take Care that the Means and Conditions 
be performed as well as the End accompliihed. 

We may farther cbferve, that it is not proper 
for Chriflians to infift too much on this Anfwer 
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about the conditional Nature of the Promifcs ; left 
they give a Handle to the j^i to retort this . Ar« 
gumeht upon them» when they are difpuring about 
the tioie of the MejJuAt^s coming. For they fay^ 
rhac indeed the Meffi^ih would have appeared foonert 
ttnlefs their Sins had prevented his coming. Buc 
the Promife (fay they) was conditional; and (inct 
their Part has not been as yet fulfilledf therefore 
neither has God performed his Part* Farther they 
fay, that if God can (without any injury to his 
Truthj leave his Promifes to the Jews unaccom- 
pliftied, why may he not alfo do fo as to thofe Pro* 
mifes which he has made to the Chriftians \ And 
thus they may elude their Hopes and Expedations^ 
either as to the fecond coming of the Meffiah^ or 
the Prefervation of his new Ckiirch and Inftitution 1 
(ince the Chriftians have no lefs abufed their Keli« 
gion than the Jews formerly did theirs. 

Thus we have endeavoured to remove thofe An« 
fwers or Obftacles^ by which fome endeavour to 
enervate the Force of thofe Prophecies which refpeft 
the happy Condition of IJracL Among which 
Number thofe called jille^rifts are the chief: I 
mean they who turn thofe Prophecies, which ac* 
cording to the literal and plain Signification of the 
Words terminate on the IJraeUtesy into Allegories. 
We have before granted, and muft ftill cOnfefs that 
the Prophetic Stile is in many Places allegorical, and 
' in others, diverfified with Hyperboles, Metaphors 
and Parables. But we muft take care that the Pro- 
phecies may not entirely vaniih in Allegories, by 
too great a Freedom (or Licentioufnefs rather) of 
Interpretation. Since we find in IfaiMjy and other 
Propnets a famous Defcription of the future times 
of the A^ffiahf if in this Account we fometimes 
meet with figurative Expreffions, we ought^noc 
upoo that Account to xtjtd: the Matter itfelf, or 
, ' " ' - " Sub* 
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Subftance of the Declaration. Thefe prophetic. 
Sayings at leaft denote fome future happy times^ 
Md a bleiTed Life in general ; fuch as insplies abua- 
dance of all good things, the moil confirined Health, 
ferene Air^ and fecure and quiet Station. 

Unlefs you grant this, and own that the Words 
of the Prophets carry this general Senfe along with 
them, the Prophecy muft pafs but for a Gulden 
Table. 

But perhaps you will fay that indeed the King- 
dom of the Adejfiahy according to the Prophets, i$ 
to be Pacificy and the Lives of his Subjeds fercnei 
]oyful> and undifturbed. But that we do not at 
prefent enjoy thofe good things becaufe of our 
own Faults, in that we do not follow his Precepts^ 
nor walk according to the Doftrine of the Gofpel. 
It is indeed rightly obferved, that we do not luf- 
ficiently comply with the evangelical Precepts, but 
you add Conditions to thofe Prophecies, which are 
declared plainly and abfolurely : And we have al- 
ready (hewn how incongruous it is for any Man 
out of his own Fancy to impofe tacit Conditions 
on the Prophecies. God's Power and Goodnefs 
are fufficient for the Performance of thofe Promifes 
ivhich he has given, and all thofe things which 
are neceflary for their Accompliftiment. However, 
let things be as they will on our Part, as alas they 
are indeed very culpable ! yet the State of Nature 
at prefent (which is wholly in the Power of God)* 
the Inclemency of the Air, the Infelicity of the 
Soil, and the Infirmity of our Bodies, will not 
permit us to enjoy the promifed Plenty of all good 
things, or that State of Tranquillity, accompanied 
with long Life, which we find foretold by the 
Prophets: So that you fee the Promifes are not 
yet fulfilled on a double Account^ But to pro- 
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You may obfervc that in this Argument about 
the Reftauration of the Jewsy thefe Interpreters 
mutilate and diminifh the Promifes of God in /a 
twofold manner. They transfer to the Chriftians 
thofe things which regard the J^^Sy according to 
the genuine Signification of the Words> and accom* 
modate them only to the former. And then they 
cut off thole temporal Bleffings^ which the Pro- 
phets mention together with fpiritual ones, and re-^ 
firain them wholly to fpiritual and celeilial things* 
In both thefe ways they flee to Allegories. When 
they except and exclude the Jcws^ they feem to do 
it direftly againft the Words of the Prophets, and 
the Nature of Things and Times which are pointed 
out, as well as the exprefs Names of Places and Peo- 
ple, as we have obferved before* And then they 
omit temporal good things, or change them into , 
heavenly ones, they caft away the other Part of the 
Promifes; for the Prophfts often mention thefe 
alfo. I. am of Opinion that Chrift is yet to be 
the King of the Jews in a more eminent manner 
than hitherto, that fo thefe prophetic Prophecies may 
not fail in any refpeA. It is certain he never re- 
ceded this Title^ And it was alfo by the Divine 
Providence affixed to the Crofs when he was expi- 
ring; and the chief Priefts and Scribes then up- 
braided bim with it. When he was acknowledged 
to be the King of th^ Jewsy either by the Ifiaelites 
iMarkjsiU lo. John xii. 15.) or Heathens, {Mat. 
ii. 2.) our Saviour did not deny or fay any thing 
againft it. And when the Difciples were proclaim* 
ing him King, he was fo far from checking them 
that he faid, if they held their Peace the very 
Stones would cry our. (,Lnke xix. 40.) Laftly, 
when Chrift himfelf was asked by PilatCy whether 
he was the King of the Jewsy he did not deny it, 
|iut claiiiied that Title as being the MeJJUs y and 
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confirmed that Report whidi was generally received 
concerning hira. 

Let us know> I pray* in what Senfe Chrift told 
Tilate that he was the King of the J^ws^ was it in 
a Uteral or allegorical one ? The Qiieftion was pro« 
pounded in a literal Senfe^ and did Chrift answer 
Equivocally ? No certainly, but in that Senfe where* 
in he declared himfelf to be ihtMeffUh, in the very 
fame did he fay that he was the King Q£t\^Jew$^ 
according to the Predidions of the Prophets where 
thefe two are joined together. But the Jews were 
sniftaken as to the times of his Kingdom, and did 
not rightly conHder the* Di£Ference between his pre« 
paratory and glorious Kingdom : The Apoftles alfo 
fell into the fame Error. {jiSs i. 6.) 

Let us farther, with reference to this Subjed» 
confider the Dialogue between Jefus and Pilate^ as 
it is fully related by St. John. {c. xviii.) When 
Pilate entered the fecomi time bto the Judgment 
Hall he asked Jejus^ Art thou the King ofthejeni/sf 
(z/. 5 J, &c.) Then Jefits before he anfwered him 
as to this, asked him, whether he faid this thihg of 
himfelf, or others had told it him. Tty own Nk^ 
tiony fays PiUtd and the chief Priefts have delivered 
thee unto me^ what haft thou done f Jefus anfwered, 
Mj Kingdoms is not of this World ; if mj Kif^dom 
were of this World then would my Servants fights that 
J fhould not be delivered to the Jews^ hut now is my 
Kingdom not from hence. 

Then Pilate replied, jirt thou a King then ? Jefus 
anfwered. Thou fajeft that I am a King. To this 
End was I born, and for this Caufe came I into tb$ 
Worlds that I fhould bear Witnefs unto the Truth : or 
icftify what is Truth. 

Now what Truth does he here bear Witnefs to, 
if not to that abovementioned, namely, that he was 
the King of the Jews) And this is the very Tef* 
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dmoiiy which St. ?mA had in bis Eyct when he 
exhorts Tkmthf not to (bun Martyrdonif or defcrt 
his Profeffion for fear of Death, citing the Exam- 
ple of Chrift, who owned himfelf to be the King 
of the 5^A cho' it was with the Danger of hit 
Life. 

But you may obferve that our Saviour fomewhae 
qualifies his AiTertion, by obferving that he did 
not at prefent aSually enjoy his Kingdom, or ma- 
jeftic Royalty* Otherwifc, fays he, my Servants, 
my Guards would have defended me, but now is 
my Kingdom not from hence. As if Jtjks \zA 
faid. Now I claim my Right, the Kingdom which 
God has promifed me, tho* I do not exercife my 
regal Authority, ev reJ vvy mwv/, in this preient 
Age ; i^ that the Rvmmu need fear nothing from 
my Empire. So that thofe Words, mt uf this l^erldt 
and n9v/y (eem to me to denote not the Nature or 
Quality of Chrift*s Kingdom, but the time of his 
exerciung it. See the Parable concerning Chrift 
in the nineteenth Chapter of St. Lukg's Gofpel* 
(v. II.) 

Chrift was anointed to be King, but he had not 
yet fo much in FaSl as in Right j exhibited himfelf 
as a King, being afterwards to receive a fuller Do* 
minion, as D^z/iW who wasa Type of him. ^i Sam. 
xvi. 12.) According to the prophetic Oracles, the 
King of the Jws and the MeffUh were the fame 
Perfon { and tnus the Prophecy of AUcah is ex- 
plained by St. AfmthcWi (e* ii. t.) For out of thce^ 
ne is fpeaking of Bethlehem^ /hall come a Governor 
that {ball rale mj People Ifrael 

If you underftand this of a fpiritual Kin^dom,^ 
it belongs to the Gentiles as well as Ifrael; mdeed 
Chrift has not as yet reigned over the Jews either 
literally or fpiritually. For they, as we have before 
obferved* ilill remain Rebellious againft Chrift 
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their King, aftd altogether avcrfe to the Chriftiaft 
Faith; having caft off the Yoke of Chrift in every 
refpeft. 

Altho' we have not feen thefe tem{>oral or fpiri- 
tual good things fulfilled, at leaft with reference to 
the Jewh we are not therefore to wonder, much 
lefs, to defpair about the Tnith of the Promifes. 
There is an appointed time when every particular 
Promife of God (hall be fulfilled, and the fet time 
for thefe Prophecies is not yet come. The Fulnefs 
of the Gentiles is not yet come in, as the Apoftle 
fpeaks. (^Rom. xi. 2 5 .^ And Chrift foretold, thai 
Jerufalem Jhould be trodden doTtm till the times of the 
4jentiles were compleated; and when they were ac- 
compliftied, the Veils which had been drmvn wer 
the Hearts of the yews jhould be taken awaj^ together 
with that Blindnefs which happened to IfiaeL (2 CoTm 
i\u 1*5, 16^0 And then ihall Chrift reign over the 
Houfe o( Jacob, as well literally as fpiritu'ally ; ac- 
cording to the Prophecies which havd been repeated 
out of the Old and New Teftament. 

You fee we take in an external and temporal King- 
dom> when the Apoftles asked our Saviour after 
his Refurreftion, whether he would at that time re- 
ftore the Kingdom to Ifiael : They mean a tem- 
poral Kingdom. 

Now what Anfwer does Chrift make \ Te err 
{fays he) not kifowing the Scriptures. He does not 
tell them that he was not to reign over IJrael. His 
Reply does not fuppofe, that the Difciples were in 
any Miftake as to the Matter itfelf^ but only as to 
the Seafon ; and he checks their Curiofity in En- 
quiring after the particular times. It is not ( fays 
he) for you to kpow the Times, or the Seafms^ wmh 
the Father has put in his own Power ; nor ,did he 
repro ve9 inftrui^;, or inform them otherwife. 

la 
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In like mantier when the Sons of Zebedee defired 
the chief Seats in the Kingdom of Chrift^ thejf , 
fpake concerning an external and temporal King«* 
dom; nor did Chrift deny that he was to have 
fuch a one, or blame the Sons of Zebtdee for theiP 
Faith in this Matter, but left thofe Honours, and 
Dignities to be difpofed of by his Father. From 
thefe and fuch like Places we learn chat Chrifl, when 
opportunity offered, never denied that he was to 
liave a future Kingdom, he never renounced his 
Right and Title, nor transferred the Predidions of 
the Prophets, concerning his K^gn, to a merej^f- 
ritfud Signification* 

Here is no room for Metaphors^ Chrifl: no more 
denied that he was the King ofthej^fu;/, than that he 
was God. If the Angel in his Addriifs to the blef- 
fed Virgin^ when fhe was about to conceive, had 
faid, God ftiall give him the Throne of his Father 
David in a Jpiritual Manner, and he (hall JpiritHottj 
reign over the Houfe of Jacobs then there had been 
fome Reafon for reftraining the ancient Prophecies* 
But fince the ancient Prophets fpeak about his tem- 
poral as well as fpiritual Kingdom and Glory ; nor 
was there afterwards any Reftriftion, or new Inter- 
pretation, made either by the Words of the Angel 
when he was declaring the Royal Dignity of Chrift, 
then about to be born, nor yet by the Words of 
Chrift himfelf, when he was publickly or privately 
difcourfing about his Kingdom ; nor laftly, by any 
Other facred Authority ; fince, I fay, things arc 
thuS) I do not fee what hinders but that the future 
glorious Kingdom of Chrift which we have men- 
tioned before, (hould be underftood in both Senfes. 
What hindersy did I fay ? nay all Circumftances on 
every fide perfuade, confi\^m and convince us that 
it muft be fo. Nor is there any Promife oftener 
jepeated in the Old Teftament (at leaft if you ex- 
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cept that aboat the coining of the Mejpah) than that 
which concerns the Prefervation Md fkture RifUm^ 
ration of the Jcwu 

Having thus premifed and expounded thefe things, 
k remains that we enquire* by what Rieht and Au-> 
thority £;Kpontors transfer the Kifagdom of the 
M^JJUh^ proniin^ jn the prophetical Writings to a 
iiierej^jrr>i»^/ileigfl. Now Chriftnor the Prophets* 
neither the Angel nor the Apoftles* as far as we can 
yet perceive, have ever aflertcd any fuch thing. 
What Rules of Interpretation do they then rely on ? 
It is a received Kule among Expoifitors, whether 
Jews or Chriftians, that ^t mufi t§ot dtpmt from 
che Lettti", bat where we are obliged to do fo by 
ibni^ AbTufdity or Con tradition in the Nature of 
Things. Tiiat Chriflian-Interpreters are agreed 
about this Rule !$» I fuppofe^ paft douBt; and the 
Jews * have appointed themfelves the very fame 
Rule of Bxpounding. And this is what we have 
obferved in our Expofitionof the Writings, as well 
of the Old as of the New Teftament. We do not 
much refcnt it^ if you contrive to weaken the Force 
of one or two particular Places by Allegories ; but 
ybu take away the very Foundations if you affert 
that thefe Prooiifes contain nothing 'eminent and 
particular, with refped to the Jews. By this means 
you not only wreft a particular Prophecy, but 
flrive againft the whole Stream of the prophetic 
Writings. We grant there is fometimes Room for 

* Uenttjfah Bin Jfrael, of the Rdurredlion. Be it known 
that the Scripture muft always be underdood aod explained ac- 
cording to the Letter, unlefs luch an Explication contains fbvDC- 
thing tnat implies a Contradid^ion. Alfo the fame Author in ^■ 
Treatife of the Tci m of Life, (^€. (ajs, the fews bdierc the 
Letter. as often as it contains no Abfurdity. Bat they admit of 
Alkgories when the ilri^ Senle, according to thelVopriety ot 
^c Words» would be againft right Reafbo* 
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Allegbries and figurative Expofitions, when the 
Nature of the Subjeft calls for them. But I think 
it is dangerous to diffolve famous and repeated Pro- 
phecies to Allegories when there is no neceffity, bj^ 
this means we (hall make them vanifh and come to 
nothing. 

When God promifes Heaven €ind ii celeftial Life 
ro pious Men, with Cro-ams ^nd Rivers ofPkdJkre^ 
and on the other Hand, threatens the wicked with 
a Worm which /hall never dicy we readily grant that 
we muft a little depart from the Letter in the Inter- 
pretation of thefe Places, yet fo as that the Sub- 
ftance of the Matter muft be ftill retained ; namely, 
that the one Sort (hall partake of the higheft Feli- 
city, and the other fufFer the urmoft Torment, 
tven in Allegories, Parables, Hyperboles themfelves, 
and fuch like figurative Speeches, there are (if we 
may fo call them) certain S$4mina which muft not 
be violated. 

The Promifes concerning the coming and King- 
dom of the Mejfiah were given to the Fathers, and 
I/raelifes, by way of Corifolation, and that they and 
their Pofterity for ev^r might have Caufe to re- 
joice and triumph. But by this method of inter- 
preting the Prophets, you cut off all Hope froni 
IJrael, and deftroy both Root and Branches, as if 
the Counfels of God were variable, or his Oaths of 
an uncertain Signification. For hitherto the Jews^ 
inftcad of enjoying peculiar Bleflines, fince the 
coming of the Meffiah, have fuffered the greateft 
Calamities. And» uhlefs like Perfons .i^turnio^ 
from the Dead, they receive again the Land of their 
Fathers fo often promifed, they are wholly cut off 
from thofe Bleffings which arc fo often promifed 
them in the facred Writings. The bleffed Virgia 
Jeemed to expeft other things, namely, that fhe 
(hould bring forth one who would be a Friend and 
a Benefactor to IJraely (Lukf u 54, 55.) when 
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being divinely infpired, and bearing Jefus in her 
Womb (he thus fung> He hath holpen his Servant 
Jfiaelin Remembrance of his Mercy. As he Jpakg t9 
0$4T Fathers^ to Abraham and his Seed for ever. 

MoreoverZ^rWi^,being filled with theHoly Ghoft 
when he prophefied about the Birth of Chrift, faid 
thus, {Ijtk^ i. d8, ^c.) Blejfed he the Lord God of 
Jfrael^' for h^ hath vijited, and redeemed his People. 
And hath rat fed up a Horn of Salvation for us in the 
Hotife of his Servant David. As he fpake by the 
Month of his holy Prophets^ which have been Jince the 
World began. That we fhould be faved from our E* 
pemiesj a^ from the Hand of all that hate us. To 
perform the Mercy promifed to our Fathers^ and to re- 
ptember his holy Covenant. The Oath which he Jware 
to our Father Abraham^ that he would grant unto us'y 
that we being delivered from the Hands of our EnemieSj 
fuight ferve him without Fear* In Holinefs andRigh^ 
teoufhefs before him, all the Days of our Lives. 

In this facredHymn ^acharias offers to God the 
firft Fruits of his Speech afw his Tongue was loofed. 
He in a particular manner praifes his Name for the 
Mefftah that was foon to be born, and triumphs in 
rhe Contemplation of thofe good things, which 
ihould come from thence to IJracl. He pronounces 
Salvation, Peace, and Freedom from all Enemies on 
/Jraelj and produces the Fathers and Prophets as 
Witnefles from the earlieflj Ages ; nor did he do it 
unadvifedly, he h^sAbraham^ /faac, Jacobs Mofes^ 
Davidy Jfaiah-i and the reft of the Prophets, as well 
greater as lefTer, to confirm his Opinion. This 
JPromife comprehends the facred Faith of all Ages, 
ancient and later times, th^ Qracles of both the 
Did and New Teftament^ even from the Days of 
Abrahatn to our Saviour's Birth, Death, Refur- 
reftipn, and Afceniion into Heaven. All Autho* 
jritjes agree ^v4 £onfpirc m this -SVwi I by they 
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til confent in thefe general Conclufions, Thait God 
mil never finally forfak^ his People IfraeL Secondlyy 
Tha^ the Promifis which were given to the Ifr a/elites^ 
are not as jet ffdfilled, Laftly, That the Jews (hall 
yet enjoy fime great Felicity by means of the MeJJiah^ 
when the times of Kefrefhing fliall come; which 
we prav that God would haften for bis own Glory 
jthro' tne fame 7^/ the Messiah^ 



The Eno, 



i(I*»»— ^•-i^i«*pwi*^|^»^-«-« . H I I in I iiap 



H X 



REMARKS. 



OU R jinthor not only aflerts, but proves. 
That the Millenary Reign of Chrifi was an 
uncomefied orthodox Doctrine, conveyed thro* 
M the Primitive Ages*. And he well obferves far- 
ther, that, «* The Corrmptions introduced by the 
•* frefem Millenarians^ who have fixed upon a more 
<* modern Situation, and have taken care for pre- 
*' fent Felicity equal to their Wiflies, have warmed 
^' ieveral Fanatic Infoginatidns, and hlown their vain 
^* Hopes into Tstmults, to the Offence and Scandal 
•' of wife and difcreet Men, and have caft a Slttr 
*' upon this innocent^ tho' in fome meafure hated 
•* Opinion f» 

This juft Obfervation of Dr. Bnrnet's was fclf 
evident during the time of our CivilWarsy in almoft 
every enthufiaftic Freak of iht fifth-monarchy -SeEij 
into whofe Conduft we fhall make fome Enquiry, 
as being very applicable to our prefent Purpofe. 

In the Year 1643, oneof the chief Paftort among 
thofe People, and who (in the Stile of the Times) 
called himlelf a London Divine, was Mr. John Archer; 
he publifhed a Book, Of the Per final Reign of Chrifi 
on Earthy laying forth and proving that Jefus Chrifi^ 
together with the SaintSy fhould vifibbf pojfefs a monar' 

* See Mr. Earierys Tranflation of The State of th$ DeadpVol 
II. p 7, 
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cbical State and Kingdom in this W$rld. This Bool: 
was, about fcven Years after, judicioufly and tho- 
roughly examined by an Anonymous Writer, as 
fully appears by its Imprimatur^. 

He gives us a regular Abftraft of Mr. jircher*s 
Performance, and declares, that he was One efteemed 
of fo great Sandity and Worth, as that no meaci 
Perfon doubted to file him among ft Men as precious 
as any the Earth bore in his time; I fhall fearlefly 
(adds he) take his Word for the Point in hand ; and 
ihall firft fum up his Dodrine concerning this 
Sub)ed, and then (hew the Improbabilities and In- 
congruities of it ; the rather for that I perceive his 
Conceptions pafs generally for the current Tenet of 
the Fautors^ot this plaufible Opinion. 

Mr. jircher lays for his Foundation, that there 
is a Three-fold Kingdom of Chrift; one Pravidentiatj 
which is that univerfal Soveraignty by which Jefus 
Chrift manageth the Affairs of all the World, both 
in Heaven and Earth ; another Spiritual^ which is 
that Soveraignty which he exercifes over the Con- 
fciences of iome People, and in fpecial the EleS; 
fubduing them* by his Word and Spirit to an uni- 
verfal Obedience of him ;'a thirdJ/a^i^rcibic^/^where- 
in Chrift when he enters upon it, will govern as 
earthly Monarchs do ; that is univerlally over the 
.World, and in a worldly, vifible and earthly Glory ; 
not by Tyranny and Oppreffion, and ^Senfually> 
but with Honour, Peace> Riches, and whatfoever 

* The Title of 4he Piece here rcfcned to is as Mows, wx. 
7^e Revelation Unrepealed, concerning the theufandXearf Reign ef 
the Saints with Chrift upon Earth, ii". i6f9, 

*' I have perufed this Polemical Diicourie againfl the Teneti. 
*' of the Millenaries, and find it to be ib learned and judicious, 
*' and penned with fuch fwcct Sobriety and Gall-lefe Modcra- 
*' tion, that I approve it Tcry well woiitlij the Printing andPub- 
1' Jifhing. 
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in, and of, the World is not finful ; (o as Chfift 
Ihall adminifter this Soveraignty over all the Earthy 
in a vifible, and worldly Manner, for Splendor^ 
Riches, Peace, &c. tho' not in a fleihly or finful 
Manner : He thence dcfcends to the Confideration 
of the Manner of this Kingdom of Chrift, both iii 
the Extent and Qualities of it. The Extent of it 
he makes to be unto all reafonable Creatures,^ Angels^ 
Devils and Men; dewing that the high ones of 
the Earth, Kings, and their Monarchies fhali fall 
before the Lord, both Sun and Moon. Majefty, 
of an higher and lower Rank (hall vanifii before 
him ; he ihall change all worldly Cuftom, and fo 
all kingly Glory ; and kt up a new, even his own 
Glory. Secondly, for the opening of the Quality 
of it, he makes a- double-Day-of-Judgment 5 one 
ftriftly for a partial Judgment of fome, not all; 
wherein many, both Saints and Sinners^ fhall be 
judged, and that with great Terror and Solemnity ; 
the other general, wherein all Men and Devils fhall 
be judged; bringing a World of Saints and Sinners 
firfl to the Bar of that more partial and flridly- 
taken Judgment, long before the laft and general 
Day. 

But even that former ihall be, he faiths a gene* 
tal Judging (tho* not to the fecond Deaths of all 
the Ungodly in the World, at leafl of all that will 
not flbop to Chrifl's Scepter ; and Secondly, ad- 
judging to the Saints alive, who ihall be blamed for 
their former failings. 

Now thefe two Times and Degrees of Judgment 
begin and end Chrift's Kingdom or Monarchies ; 
fo as all the time of his reign may be fitly called a 
Day of Judgment, wherein there is an Evening and 
Morning, anfwerable to the natural Day: In the 
Evening or firft Part of Chrift's Kingdom there is 
iiril ao endj or withdrawing and ceaiing of the 

H 4 Light 



t * 



A 




,o4 REMARKS. 

Light and Glory of the fo^;e-going Day ; foChrift's 
Kingdom fliall begin with the withdrawing of Peace 
and Comfort, and in fpllowing Darknefs ; in that 
great Troubles ihall begin to arife upon thofe, who 
Ihall be the Subjeds of Chrift*s Monarchy » both 
believing Gentiles and Jews, with IJraclites^ or the 
t^ Tribes* who (hal) be all converted, and greatly 
troubled ; but when that Trouble is at the heights 
then comes the beginning of Chrift's Kingdom* 
At the firft fetting up then of this Kingdom* Chrift 
ihall come from Heaven viiibly, even as he went 
thither ; which yet is not his laft coming to the 
laft Judgment* but a middle coming betwixt the 
two other ; for Chrifl:, he faith, hath three comings ; 
the firft when he came to take our Nature; the 
lecond when he comes to receive his Kingdom, for 
the receiving of which he went to Heaven; the 
third when he comes to judge All and end the World : 
This fecond coming of Chrift Ihall be long before 
his coming to the laft Judgment. In which fecond 
coming Chrift will do thefc three things. Firft, 
he will raife up the Saints which are dead before 
this his coming, not only fuch as have been mar* 
tyred as fome think, but all Saints who have. died 
in the Faith ; for which caufe he is faid to come 
with all his Saints. (Zk^A. xiv. 5.) But all the Dead 
which are not Saints, fhall lie ftill in the Dufl, till 
the laft and general Judgment* for the fecond 
Death. 

The Saints which are thus raifed in the very firft 
Refurredion, fliall not return to a mortal State of 
Body again, nor yet be fo perfedly glorified as they 
Ihall be afterwards; for then the People on Earth 
could not bear their Prefeiice, for they ftiall ftiine 
as the Sun, but they ftiall be in. a middle State, be- 
twixt Glory and Mortality, as Chrift was after his 
Refurredion, before his Afcenfion : Secondly, he 

will 
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will deftroy the wicked People on Earth, for they 
about the time of his coming (hall combine againft 
the Saints ; and then will Chrift fuddenly furprife 
them to their Kuin ; now this Ruin of the wicked^ 
fhall not be as yet univerfalto every one; only now 
he will ruin the Armies of them, and fo he will 
break the Head and Arm of them> as it was with 
the E^ptians at the Red Sea, and the reft he wiH 
make Slaves to the Churches; and it feems that fome 
wicked (hall be left for a Seed to thefe NationSy 
becaufe by the End of Chrift's Kingdom, Gog and 
Magog (hall rife againft the Saints, which cannot 
arifeout of fuch as prove Hypocrites, orexcomma« 
nicatedy for there (hall be none fuch there; hut 
theft wicked ones kfiy (ball be the Nations ruled with 
Iron. (Rev. ii. ij.) 

Thirdly, he (hall examine, blame and ihame the 
Saints who are alive at his coming, if they be found 
to have walked loofely ; he will not kill them, nor 
change them in a moment, but ihame them; there* 
fore Peter exhorts to be holy, that we be not blamed 
at his coming. 

Now when Chritt hath thus done, and put his 
Kingdom into Form, he will withdraw to Heaven 
again, and leave the Government to the dead Saints- 
raifedup; among whom the Apoftles (hall be chief, 
and they (hall have the Government of thofe Saints 
which are found alive; that Js, they and all Be- 
lievers fhall rule the World, in which the twelve 
Tribes (hall be chief, and they (hall not only rule 
as Kings, but as Priefts; that is, difcipHne their 
Souls as well as their Bodies* 

Now for that it might feem to be no fmall Da- 
mage for the Souls of Saints dead to be fetched from 
Heaven to live again upon Earth, with Men, in their. 
Bodies; he tells us that it is likely the Souls of the 
departed Saints are not in the higheft Heaven, but 
z in 
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in a middle Place better than thisWorld,but itikiior 
to the faigheft Heaven, which Place is meant by 
Paradife in the New Teftament; which Paradife 
he conceives to be below the third Heaven, and 
therefore furely to be in the Region, or Element 
of fire, where the Sun and Stars arej or in the 
higheft Region of the Air, which is called Heaven 
in Scripture* 

There Saints Souls fetched froih this I^aradife^ 
and joined with their Bodies raifed from the Dead 
Cwhich is the firft Refurreftion) they rule Chrift's 
Kingdom, even all of them, tho' fome of them in 
more eminent Place than others^ 

The Perfons that fhall be governed, or the Sub* 
)eds of this Kingdom, fhall be all that live upon 
Earth, and the Place they (hall govern (hall be the 
whole World; the Saints fhall be ruled like the If- 
raelites under Solomon^ the wicked as Slaves ; thofe 
ten of the twelve Tribes that are lofl, fhall be found 
out and made Subjeds of this Kingdom ; the Cities 
of the Tribes fhall be built again, efpecially Jeru' 
filem^ which fhall be the mofi eminent City then 
in the World. The IJraelipes fhall be firfl raifed to 
this Glorvi and. at Jerufakm will Chrifl begin to 
Ihew himfelf; and from the JfiaeUtes fhall Glory 
defcend to the Gentiles. 

The Privileges of this Kingdom fhall be won- 
derful : Firft, all the Subjects of it that are Free- 
men fhall be holy, and not feemingly Saints, bu€ 
true Saints, not any Sinners« Nothing that defileth, 
fhall be then, no Hypocrite; no Perfon excommu- 
nicated, as proving bad ; nor any of the Children 
of thefe Saints fhall prove naught, but all fhall be 
eled, and prove Saints, and the Seed of the Bleffed s 
for if ahy of their IfTue fhould prove Hypocrites, 
or wicked Perfons, it would fo a£Fe<5): them that 
they ihould not have everlafling Joy ; neither could 
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Sorrow nor Sighing fly away ; now iii thcfc times 
there ihall be no Sorrow nor Weeping : They ihaU 
be edified immediately from God inChrift; the Sa- 
crament is but to lafi: till the next coming of Chrifl:» 
to fet up his Kingdom : Chrift will hold them up 
in Fulnefs of Grace, tho' not in lull Perfedion of 
Grace till the laft general Judgment, or their Tranf- 
lacion to Heaven. 

There (hall be a full and prefent Anfwer to all 
their Prayers, there being no Sin to keep good 
things from them. 

There fhall be a Fulnefs of all temporal Bleffings^ 
as Peace, Safety, Riches, Health, long Life, or 
whatfoever can be had^ in this World. 

They ihall have Exemption from all bodily; 
Troubles. 

Every one (hall live an hundred Years ; fio Itt^ 
fant, nor any other (hall die fooner ; there (hall be 
no Sicknefs,or Grief to confume their Strength ; al« 
tho' a natural Death (hall be, yet there (hall be no 
violent or untimely Death by any Grief, Sicknefs 
or Trouble : Satan (hall be wholly reftrained 
from tempting them to Sin ; or others to trouble 
them. 

Original Corruption (hall be kept in, not to 
break forth into any grofs way. To which he 
adds; they (hall not be infeded mih, Popery. 

This for the Evening or firft Part of <Jhrift*s 
Kingdom. Now when this Kingdom of Chrift 
hath lafted to many Generations, theSlaves andTri- 
butaries will be grown to Multitudes; thefe under 
the Name of Gog and Magogs upon whom the De- 
vil (hall be let loofe, (hall be drawn by Satan to 
alfault the Saints, which Trouble (hall not be longj 
it (hall be fudden and violent, but (hort ; for Chri(l 
Ihall fuddenly come from Heaven, and with Fire 
kill all the wicked ones, not leaving one of them 

auve 
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dive upon Earth- This Aflault of the Wicked will 
Chrift take for the Occafion of his coming to the 
laft and general Judgment ^ before which he ihall 
in a Moment change the Bodies of all his Saints 
that are not dead but alive at his coming ; and raife 
up the dead Bodies of the Saints, who lived and 
died during this Kingdom of Chrift ; and they to- 
gether with the changed Saints fhall meet the Lord 
jefus in the Air, coming again from Heaven, never 
more to be parted. 

Then (hall all the Wicked be raifed up from Catn 
CO the laft wicked Man that is found on the Earth; 
md now (hall be the Judgment, which we call the 
Day of Judgment ; which being finifticd the Saints 
ihall be carried with Chrift for ever into Heaven ; 
and the Wicked fent with the Devil into Hell ; 
which Hell (hall not be the fame which is now fo 
called, but Another ,* this being now but as aPrifon; 
that, the Place of Execution and Torment. 

The Hell that now is ferving only to rcferve 
condemned Spirits, which have no Bodies till the 
Execution at the laft Day; at which time this Hell 
ihall ceafe and be fwallowed up. The Hell that 
ihall be for Torment, ft) all be all this lower and 
vifible World of Earth, Waters, and the lower 
Heavens reduced by God then to their firft Chaos 
of Confufion. 

Now this Kingdom of Chrift, tho* for the Even- 
ing or firft Part of it, it is exprefly determined to 
laft a thoufand Years, or ten Generations, yet the 
dawning or latter Part of it, is not expreffed in 
Scripture how long it ftiall endure; but doubtlefs, 
will laft afongtime; and though called but a Day 
of Judgment, yet it may laft a thoufand Years, as 
the other is to do ; becaufe, this is the time in 
which God's Mercy, Juftice, Truth, Power is to 
be glorioufty revealed before all Men and' Devils; 

fo 
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(o as every Sinner is to be filenced in his Rea- 
fonings, or convinced* which muft require mucb 
time. 

Secondly, tKis is the time in which Jefus Chrift 
is to Triumph and Lord it over all reafonable Crea^ 
tures, to be worlhipped and acknowledged by every 
one in Heaven, Earth, and under the Earth. 

Thirdly, the Solemnity of it werft to little Pur** 
pofe if it were not to laft long; as^e deride greac 
Preparations and Pomp for a fliort Show* 

Laftly, every A(5l of reafonable Creatures being: 
immortal, (hall not only abide for ever in Heavea 
or Hell> but be revived and brought forth in thac 
Day before all the World ; and all iheft Ads from 
jidam to the laft of Mankind, (hall be orderly and 
clearly proceeded in by Books as in a Court o£ 
Juftice. 

When all this is done* and the final Sentence 
pronounced upon all Creatures, both bleffed and 
curfed, then will Chrift refign his Kingdom to the 
Father, and this World together with his King* 
dom (hall end. 

For the Beginning of this Monarchy of Chrift;, 
it muft be fet up (faith he> the laft in the World, 
after the other Four are paifed, whereof the Ramam 
is the laft ; that being divided into the Eaftern and 
Weftern Monarchy ; and out of the Weftern tea 
Horns* or Kingdoms aridng, and among them an- 
other little Horn moft Blafphemous, which is the 
Papacy; when thefe ten Kingdoms, and the Papa- 
cy ftiall be put to an end> then is the Beginning 
of his Kingdom of Chrift, which {'faith he, b)p 
comparing of Daniel with the Revelation) fhall be 
,^inno 1 666y the Number of the Beaft ^only thr 
thoufand ^becaufe it comes feldom^ left our.) 

Three Years and an half before this 1666 j the 
Papal-Power ihallhave Support in Europe; all the 

ten 
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Ten Kingdotas apoftatizing to Popery, and yet One 
of them (hall return to the Truth. 

In the Years of Chrift 1(^50, or i6^6y thtlf- 
routes are to be delivered by being called to Chrif- 
tianity, both Jeu^s which were two Tribes, and 
the ten Tribes of IJtmI; both which (hall, after 
their Converfion for forty five Years after, fuffer 
great Trouble from M^ometans^ Heathens, Pa- 
pifts. Upon all which Computations it is likely 
(Taith he) that Chrift's coming from Heaven, and 
the raifing the Dead, and beginning his Kingdom, 
and the thoufand Years will be about the Year of 
our Lord 1700 5 for it is to be about forty five 
Years after i6f o, or i4Sf6. 

Now it being found out when Chrift's King- 
dom, or the thoufand Years (hall begin, it is eafy 
(he faith) to guefs when the time of the laft gene- 
ral Judgment, and the World's end (hall be ; which 
neither Angels nor Chrift himfelf as Man, did in 
thole Days, when the Difciples asked the Queftion, 
know, for it was locked up in the Father's Secrets. 
But after Chrift's Sufferings, and Afcenfion, all the 
Father's Secrets were revealed to him, for he was 
worthy, and he reveals them to the Churches by 
John^ opening the meaning oi Daniets time, timeSy 
andhalfatimey (which no Creature could expound) 
to h 42 Months, or iz6o Days. He tells us cx- 
prefly that his Kingdom (hould laft after it was 
fully fettled a thoufand Years, and then (hould be 
a little Difturbance 5 fo as . we have fome Comfort 
that there is Hope the Troubles of us Gcntilc- 
Chriftians (hall ceafe about 666; but till thofe Days 
we are like to fee fad times, for it is to be feared 
that Popery (hall again over-run Europe, and bring 
back under Papal Power every King in Europe, and 
fupprefs all their Oppofers in every Kingdom ; by 
this I^evoUing of the Kingdoms to Poperjy it 

comes 
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comes that the WitnefTes are flain, and lie dead in 
the Streets ; but before Antichrift can have time to 
triumph four Years, the WitnefTes (hall be raifed 
up9 and one of the ten Kingdoms fall off from him 
and ruin the City of Rome. But yet the Papacy 
Ihall breathe and by degrees get head and join with 
Turk^ TartOTy and the Chriftians in Europe ; but from 
this Danger will Chrift fave all Chriftians by his 
coming, and fetting up of his Kingdom. 

Thus I have faithfully related the Opinion, and 
fummarily contraSed Mr* Archer's whole Dif- 
courfe. 

I (hall firft obferve ; That )vhich is the general 
Fault, not only of this Author, but of all others 
that look towards the MilUnarj-VJ^yy and which 
15 indeed the main Ground of all their Heterodoxy 
in this Point, that they pat a merely literal Con^ 
ftruElion upon the Prophecies and Promifes of Scrip- 
ture, which the Holy Ghoft intended only to be 
fpiritually underfloodi hence it is, that thofe frequent 
Prediftions, which we meet in every Page of the 
Prophets, concerning the Kingdom of Chrift, the 
re-edifying of the Jewilh Cities, the Pomp and 
Magnificence of reftored Ifraelj their large Privi- 
leges and marvelous Atchievemenis, are altogether 
drawn to a grofs, corporal, and (yllabical Senfe ; 
which the Judgment of the whole Chriftian Church, 
feconded by the Event, hath upon good Grounds 
ever conftruAed not of the Lettery but the Spirit. 
I remember fome thirty Years, or more, ago, a 
learned Gentleman, an eininent Serjeant at Law, a 
Man very skilful in the holy Tongue, and that 
profefTed no lefs Acquaintance with the Laws of 
God, than of Man, publifhed a large Volume con- 
- ccrning, not the imminent Converfion only, but 
alfo the Royal State of the Jews^ their abfolute, 
ind univerial Monarchy, their awful Soveraignty 
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over all the Kings of the Earth, the Glory of their 
Empire, the Splendor of their Court and Cities, 
gathering up to this Purpofe, all the glorious Pro-' 
xnifes, which occur every where in the Prophets; 
at the Sight whereof that deeply-judicious King 
y^mes^ of precious Memory, was highly offended, 
and after the perufal of fome ofFcnfive Paflfages, coai- 
manded me, then attending him, to carry the Book 
to the Synod at Wefiminfter then Sitting, for their 
Cenfure; who upon a ferious Examination^ with 
much Zeal uoanimoufly fentenced it to a fpeedy 
Suppreflion, as that which did hicrere in comcCf and 
favoured too ftrohg of the Flefti ; as being too fer- 
vilely addi(3ed to the Letter. And now, thofe very 
Texts, whofe mifunderftanding hath hitherto led 
the Jc^s into a Fool's Paradife by expeding an 
eartHly Glory, are no lefs confidently taken up by 
the Favourers of this Opinion, as the main Ground 
of their Defence ; for Inftance, the Lord by his 
Prophet Zachariab hSiZh f^id ; The Lord jhallinherU 
Judah hts Portion in the holy Land: and (ball cboofi 
yernfalem again, fing and rejoiccy O Daughter of Sion, 
fir lo I come^ and will dwell in the midji ofthee^fiiih 
the Lord. This is by the Author of Sion*s Joy 
applied to that repaired and happy Eftatc of the 
City of Jernfalem at this fecond coming of Chrift 
in Glory ; whereas the Prophet only foretels the 
Reftauration of that City and Country after their 
then prefent Captivity, and under that Figure de- 
fcribes the comfortable Condition of the Evangeli* 
cal Church : So again by the Prophet Ifaiidjy God 
faith ; / will bring firth a Seed out of Jacobs and 
cut of y$tdah an Inheritance of my Mountain^ and 
mine Ele5i fball inherit it ; and my Servants Jball dwell 
there. This the fame Author cites in a literal way 
to make good the Re-fettlement of the Jews in that 
ancient City of their Inheritance i why doth he 
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not as well add chat which followeth ; jind Sharam 
Jball be 4 Field of FUcks^ and the VMtj of jichor a 
Place for the Herds to lie down in; bnt je are they 
that forfaki '^ Lordy that forget my holy Atowttain •* 
Surely if one of them be applicable to the new j^^- 
ru/akm, the other mpft be fo alfo : The Truth is* 
chefe Prophecies have their Reference either to God's 
merciful Dealing with yerufakm upon their Returo 
from their Balylomjh Captivity; or by an unufual 
AUegorV) exprefs his gracious Purpofe to the Church 
under the Gofpel, without any refped at all to an 
earthly Re-eftabli(hmeftt of the Jewidi Nation in 
their long-fince forgotten Poffeflions : It were as eafy 
as tedious to pafs thro' all thofe Scriptures which 
are wont to be alledged in this Cafe; whereof I 
dare fay there is fcarce any one, whofe either Words 
or Conrext do not evidently bewray their mif-ap* 
plication ; or, if that did not, yet the Event would ; 
for as much as the time is now at hand, wherein 
thefe Promifes of the general Call and outward 
Magnificence of thefe ancient People of God, (hould 
according to the Conftrudion of our new Chiliads 
be either well forward or accompliflied (as we ihall 
fee in the Sequel) whereas there is not yet the leaft 
Motion towards it in all the World. 

Befides fome of their mifoconftrued Texts will 
neceffarily crofs the way of us, upon occafion of 
the feveral Paifages which we are about to exa- 
mine. ^ 

Of Paradoxes let it be the firil but not the lead, 
that Chrift the Son of God now glorified ihall come 
and perfonally fet up> and adminifter a Monarchi- 
cal State of a Kingdom here upon Earth in a vifi* 
ble and worldly Manner> for Splendor, Richesy 
Peace, &c. 

I thought we had heard him fay, My Kingdom is 
noi of this World I now, to what World do Riches 

I and 
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and Honour and earthly Contentments belong* if 
not to this? If he govern as earthly Monarchs have 
done, in a worldly, vifible, earthly Glory (fuch 
are the Words^ how is his Kingdom not of this 
World: Surely this is more than ever the very ^n^^i 
expedcd, or dreamed of; they have looked for a 
Mejfiahy that (hould exercife kingly Authority in 
the World ; but they never looked for a glorified 
Meffiah to come down from Heaven to rule upon 
Earth. Zebedee^s Wife certainly never thought of 
fuch a Kingdom, wherein her Sons (hould be the 
primier Peers : Neither did the good Thief think 
of fuch a State, when he faid, Lordy remember me 
when thou ccmeji into thy Kingdom ; we have heard 
of an abfolute Soveraignty of Chrift, as God ; of 
a delegated Soveraignty as Mediator; we have heard 
of his Rule in the Heart, of his Rule in the Church# 
but of his Monarchical Rule in the World, for a 
whole thoufand Years in a worldly, vifible, earthly 
Glory, we never yet heard, and think it very ftrange 
News to Chriftian Ear?. 

But much more ftrange News it is, that all the 
Prophets fince the World began have fpoken of this 
marvellous Monarchy, and yet that we never heard 
of it in the Writings of all the Fathers and Dodors 
of the Chriftian Church, till this Day : It is no 
whit ftrange, that God's People (hould be abufed 
by the feigned GlofTes of Men, drawing thofe Scrip-^ 
tures which fpeak of Chrift's coming to the final 
Judgment of the World, to the Senfe of that ima- 
ginary Kingdom which hath being no where but 
in their own Brain; but without any Intention of 
a formal Confutation, I purpofe only to give fome 
light touches at thofe paradoxal and unwarrantable 
Pofirions, which I meet with in this Difcourfe. 

That in this vifible Monarchy of Chrift he fliall 
change all worldly Cuftoms, and put down all 
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kingly Power and Grwtnefs (however juft) ind fet 
up a new ; fo as there (hall be no more Lords but 
he> even as the earthly Monarchic^ fwallowed all 
kingly Power under them, may well pafs for a fuf- 
6cient Paradox : We grant indeed, there fhatl be 
none in Competition with him, even in his fpiri- 
tual Rule ; but that there (hall be none in Subordi- 
nation to him in his fuppofed viable Monarchy* 
were too bold a Word. 

That there (hall be a double Judgment, one a 
thoufand Years before the other; the one wherein 
many, both Saints and Sinners, (hall be judged, and 
that with great Terror and Solemnity, which (hall 
be a general Judging (tho* not to the fecond Death) 
of all the Ungodly in the World; at lead of all 
that will not ftoop to Chrift's Scepter ; the other 
of all Devils and Men, upon the Expiration of thole 
thoufand Years, in that univerfal Appearance before 
God at that great Day, is an AfTertton as bold as 
groundlefs. 

We have heard of a particular Doom pafling up- 
on every Soul immediately upon the Parting from 
this Houfe of Clay ; and of a general f udicarure in 
thofe conunon Alfizes of the World ; but of a mid* 
die Seffions, betwixt both thefe, in which all the 
ungodly (hall be arraigned, and fentenced to a tem- 
poral Death, or perpetual Valfalagej was never either 
fpoken of by God, or heard of by Men. 

That there is a threefold coming of Chrift. The 
firft, when he came to take our Nature ; the fecond, 
when he comes to receive bis Kingdom ; the third, 
when he comes to Judge all, and end the World, 
may well pafs for a Paradox, not inferior to the 
reft; be(ides, the metaphorical comings of ChriR: 
to any Soul, or Nation, whether in Mercy, or 
Judgment; we have ever heard of one coming of 
ourSavipur^ paft^ iq human Weaknefs s another to 
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come in divine Power, and Glory ; but that there - 
{hould be a third coming down from Heaven to 
Earth, betwixt thefe, is ftrangc News to Chriftian 
Ears; which were heretofore wont to be inured to 
our old jifofiolicy Ath^uijUn^ and Nicene Creeds; 
and to hear. From thence Jball he come to jtse^e the 
QHick,and the Dead: No coming therefore till he 
come to Judgment ; 'and that there may be no 
thought of an intermediate and partial Judgment in 
the Beginning of that thoUfand Years, the Creed 
which we were wont to profefs in our Baptifm, 
ran thus ; fPe believe that in the End of the Wirld^ he 
Jball come to Jtedge the Qteick, and the Dead; lo, in 
the End of the World^ not a thoufand Years be* 
fore it. 

Let all good Chriftians flick clofe to their oM 
Creeds, the Faith which was once delivered teethe Satnts, 
and not fuffer themfelvesto be carried awaj with every 
Gale of new DoSrine. That of Tertuman is a fure 
Rule, Primnm verumy the firft is true. • 

Neccffarily depending upon this, is that other 
grofs Conceit of a double general Refurredion ; the 
one, of thofc Saints which were dead before this 
coming of Chrifl; which (hall be raifed up a thou- 
ftnd Years before the reft at his next coining ;. the 
other of all Flefti at the find of the World, and the 
final coming and Judgment. But whither that firft 
Refurredion ftiall be only proper and peculiar to 
Martyrs that have died for the Name of Chrift, 
or common to all the Saints ; let our Chili^Jls argue a- 
mong themfel ves ; their Opinion's do no lefs di fagree 
from each other, than they all do from the Truth : 
j4lasy good Marthoj thou wert mtkh deceived^ when 
thou faidji concerning thy Brother Laz*arnSy I know he 
(hall rife again in the RejkrrelHon at the loft Day ; Why, 
Woman, the Refarreftioh of that Saiht, thy Bro- 
ther, ihall be a thoufattd Years foohd^ than thou 

thoughteft 
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thoughteft of; neither did St. PaiU ever take No* 
rice of this firft Refurredibn of the Saints i while 
he adjures his Titrnthj before God, and the Lcrd Jejks 
Chrifiy who fbM judge the Qukk^ and the Dead at hU 
j^arinj^: For furely the Lord j£sus*$ judging of 
the Quick and Pead (indefinitely fpoken) mull 
fuppofe a RefurreAion of all the Dead whom hi 
judg^th ; but here, faith the Chiliafit is only ia 
Chrift*s next appearing, a Refurredion of the dead 
SaintS) and a judging of none but the Wicked 
which are found alive ; for their rifing out of their 
Graves is referved for the laft and univerfal Jud|[^ 
ment ; fo as by that rule Chrift ihouU not at his 
appearing Judge both the Quick and the Dead. 

Anfwerable to this double Refurredion is the 
Paradox of Chrifl:*s threefold Afcenfion into Hea^ 
ven ; for (faith Mr. Archer) when Chrift hath thus 
put his Kingdom into Form, he will withdraw 
from Earth to Heaven again* and leave the Govera- 
ment to the dead Saints raifed up ; they and all Ber 
lievers(hall rule the World ; and ifthefeall ihall go- 
vern, who are thofe that (hall be governed \ There 
are none left upon Earth, but 'Saints raifed to Im- 
mortality, and Saints found alive, who are perfeft 
Believers ; and feme few Slaves fpared from Death 
for Servitude* See now what an honourable Em- 
ployment, and fingular Privilege and Honour here 
IS for Saints immortalized, and tranflated from Death 
to Life, to be the Governors of fome ilurdy and 
rebellious VaiTals : In the mean time, Chrift the 
glorious King of his Church, is returned back into 
Heaven, and will govern the Earth by his Depu- 
ties; what a mean Conceit is this, which thefeMen 
Erofefs to have of the King of eternal Glory ? That 
e who hath faid. Behold^ lam withjou always evem 
i$ntU the End of the Worlds whofe Majefly fills Hea- 
ircn, and Earth, fhould come down to put on his 

Kingdom 



Kingdom here below, to be governed by cectsiifi 
Delegates, and then with-draw to his Heaven ; what 
IS this but poorly to Circumfcribe the infinite Ma- 
jefty of Heaven within the Terms of a finite Ad^ 
fniniftration ? And now in this fecond Afcenfion 
"we hear no News of the Attendance of his Retinue; 
he that brought down the Souls of his Saints^ to 
wait upon him in this Defcent j for the receiving 
pi this inferior kingdom, fhall leave them behind 
him with their old ( but new-raifed ) Partners to 
fpend a thoufand Years i^pon Earth; at the end 
ifehereofi he fhal) come down agaip, and fetch them 
up with him in his third Afcenfipn to the higheft 
Heaven. What an high Prefuxpption is this in 
Fleih and Blood, to fend the Son of God the Lord 
Jefus, from Heaven to Earth, and frona Earth to 
Heaven, upon an ]^rratid of their pwq picking? 
When himfelf in his Holy Scriptures never fpea^^$ 
but of a double Afcent of Chrift ; the one fwhich 
isfafi) from Mount Olivei (where the Impreffions 
of his faf red Feet are ftill faid to be) forty Days 
after his Refurredion ; the other /w/#^r^, when after 
the general Judgment of the World, he (hall carry 
yj> all his Eleft with hiin to his heavenly Glory. 



CONCLUSION. 

The Reader has now laid before him moft of 
the Arguments, Pro and Coftj relating to the Mil- 
linarian Syflem, and is at full Liberty to judge on 
both Sides the Queftion, and to adhere to which 
he (hall think moft Rational 

The anonymous Writer of this Traft, intitled. 
The Revelation VrtreveaJed, wholly oppofes the No- 
tion of The Restauratiqn of the Jaws, fof. 
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fajs hcy ^ " That they (hoxild be fuddcnly fetched 
^< up again out of the forlorn Rubbifh oiPagamJm 
<< and Mahometifm^ wherein they are in many hun- 
•< dred Generations, irrecoverably long fince, loft, 
<^ and made the Founders and Citizens of a New 
^ and more glorious Jerusalem; Credat Judaut 
<« jifella. This Writer^ likewife, adds, that the 
<^ Milknarian Doftrine was, privately, much agi* 
<< tated betwixt thofe two learned Divines Dr* 
<• Tmjfe of Oxfiirdj and Mr. Mede of Cambridge^^^^ 
and Remarks upon a publiftied Letter from they^r* 
mer to the latter j with which the Public {hall be 
obliged* if this Work be received fuitable to its 
/wft Merit. 

* Page \2%, 



FINIS, 



NEW BOOKS. 

Printed only for £. CvRLh in the Strmd^ 



fbere is ju/i now Publijbed.^ after having been (even 
Ytzxsfupprejfed by an Injun6tion in Chancery, 

I. Dr. Burnet's ArchaoUgia VhilofofhiciP : Or, xhz An- 
dent DoRrhey concerning the Originals of things. Being 
I . A Critical Enquiry into the Hiftorjr of the Mofaic Crea- 
tion, Psradije and. the Fall of Man. 2. An Examination 
of the Dialogue between Eve and the Serpent. 5. A Theory 
of theVisiBLE World: By Way of Commentary upon his 
own Theory of the Earth. Shewing the Greatnels and Or- 
der of the Works of God, and by what Laws they are go- 
verned; that thereby we may be able to view the Wifdom 
and Magnificence of the Crq^tor, in his Works, and celebrate 
them with Underilanding. Price 6x. ' 

To which is added. 
The Immobility of the Earth Demonflrated ; by Rea- 
loiis dr.iwn from the Eftablifhed Rules of Phylics, Mechanics, 
iind Geomery. Proving the Earth to be in the Center of 
rhe Univerfe ; and that ail the Ccleftial Bodies perform their 
Diurnal Motions round the Earth, and not round the Sun ; in 
Oppofition to the Solar Syftem. Written in French by M. 
de la Jonchere, Engineer, now in Londgn^ Submitted to 
the Royal Society, and to Capt, Halley, Dr. De/agt/liers, Dr- 
Clarke'y Mr. WhifioT!, &c. Tranflatcd by Mr. Morgan. 

II. Dr. Burket's Treatife of the State of the Dead, 
and Those that arc to Rise. With Remarks by the Rev. 
Mr. Eartery In 2 Vols. The fecond Edition. Price half 
a Guinea. 

Hjw Ihave f rented Dr. Burnet, 1 leave to the gene- 
ml Sc?:Je ffMajikind ; / have tranjlatcd him faith* 
fully y anjxered him iinpartiallyy dealt teith him 
coolly, and let him Right for Publick Reading. 

M. EARBERY. 

III. Monfieur Simon^s Diflertation coRccrn»g the Hea- 
then Notions of the State of die Dead. Done from the French 
by Air. My-'gari-. Price 1 J: 






^^- ■•• 



